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Covid crisis

Worse for 
Workers

Better for 
Billionaires

Back in August, 
Boris Johnson 
promised a “world 

beating” track-and-
trace system. Most 
people agree that 
didn’t happen but 
the government and 
economy are ‘world 
beating’ in other 
respects. 

Britain has one of the highest 
death rates from Covid and the 
highest number of excess deaths 

in Europe. The British government 
pumped nearly the biggest amount 
into the economy, and yet it has 
contracted the most of all the G7 
countries. 

They then acted swiftly to show 
that working-class people would be 
expected to pay the price for the cri-
sis with a public sector pay freeze. 

The planet is going to be hitting 
some new records this year too. At 
$10.2 trillion, the combined wealth 
of the world’s billionaires is higher 
today than at its previous peak in 
2017. There are more of them too 
- about 31 more than previously 
recorded. 

It was a great year to be a health 
industry billionaire. Off the back of 
mass suffering and the pandemic 

they saw a record increase in their 
wealth taking it to $658.6 billion. 

So how has Covid affected the 
other end of the scale - the poorest? 

Poverty
England’s poorest areas have been 
hit hardest with about twice as 
many deaths as the richest areas. 
Child poverty is on the rise and 
those already in ‘deep poverty’ saw 
the biggest reduction in their earn-
ings, either being furloughed, hav-
ing their hours reduced, or being 
laid off.  

Globally, the number of peo-
ple living on less than $1.90 a day 
has increased by 114 million and 
around 200 million jobs have been 
lost during the Covid crisis. 

This year will be remembered 
as a year of extreme suffering and 
hardship, but also as a year that ex-
posed the ruthlessness of capitalism 
and its governments. A year when 
nurses and key workers were only 
offered claps - not the pay rise they 
needed.

When staff in schools had their 
health put on the line to get people 
back to work. A year when workers 
had to organise to ensure social dis-
tancing in the workplace, fight for 
PPE and safety measures because 
all the bosses were worried about 
was profit. 

There have been mass protest 
movements which have shaken so-
ciety to its core, opposing oppres-
sion, inequality and the corrupt 

capitalism system. In Britain, young 
people forced back the Tory govern-
ment and a footballer laid bare the 
cruelty of capitalism. This system 
always seems to have the money 
for military spending, there’s always 
support to maintain big businesses 
profits but not to feed kids, sup-
port the elderly or people who are 
struggling. 

Instead of running society in the 
interest of the profits of a few we 
need a system which actually works 
for the majority. That’s why we need 
to fight for a socialist world - where 
the wealth and resources of society 
are owned and democratically con-
trolled by the working class in or-
der to protect the health and living 
standards of all ordinary people.
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The Socialist Party fights for 
socialism - a democratic society 
run for the needs of all and not 

the profits of a few. We also oppose 
every cut, fighting in our day-to-day 
campaigning for every possible 
improvement for working-class people. 
The organised working class has the 
potential power to stop the cuts and 
transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, 
the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for 
a Workers’ International 
(CWI) which organises 
across the world.

Our demands include...

PUBLIC SERVICES 
 ● No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 ● No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 ● Fully fund all services and 
run them under accountable, 
democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and 
users.

 ● Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

 ● A socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs - free at the 
point of use and under democratic 
control. Kick out private contractors!

 ● Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building 
programme of publicly owned housing, 
on an environmentally sustainable 
basis, to provide good quality homes 
with low rents. 

WORK AND INCOME
 ● Trade union struggle for an 

immediate increase in the minimum 
wage to £12 an hour without 
exemptions as a step towards a real 
living wage of at least £15. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings. Scrap zero-
hour contracts.

 ● All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 ● An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 ● Scrap Universal Credit. For the right 
to decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 ● Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 ● A 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 

ENVIRONMENT
 ● Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 ● Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 ● A democratically planned, low-
fare, publicly owned transport system, 
as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS
 ● Oppose discrimination on the grounds 

of race, gender, disability, sexuality, age, 
and all other forms of prejudice.

 ● Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 ● Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 ● For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

 ● For the right to vote at 16.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY 
 ● For a mass workers’ party drawing 

together workers, young people and 
activists from workplace, community, 
environmental, anti-racist and anti-
cuts campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
 ● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 ● Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate the 
British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and 
management. Compensation to be paid 
only on the basis of proven need.

 ● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

 ● No to the bosses’ neoliberal 
European Union and single market. For 
a socialist Europe and a socialist world!

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS
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● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
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postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

socialistparty.org.uk 
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Five Socialist Party members 
respond to the spending review, and 
what it means for youth, pensioners, 
schools, councils and those out of 
work.

●Schools: It won’t 
shrink class sizes, 
increase teaching 
numbers or improve 
curriculum
When the government announced an ad-
ditional £7.1 billion for education over 
three years in September 2019, the Edu-
cation Policy Institute was sceptical about 
whether this was enough. 

At the time, the government declared 
that overall school funding was 40% 
higher per pupil than 20 years previously. 
What they failed to acknowledge was that 
per-pupil funding had fallen by 8% over 

the previous ten years and local authority 
spending on children’s services had fallen 
by 20% in the same period.

The proportion of primary schools in 
deficit rose to nearly 8% in 2018-19 for 
secondary schools it’s nearly 30%.

The spending review promised an ad-
ditional £2.2 billion for schools. It’s wel-
come news, but won’t go far enough.

It won’t fundamentally change the 
number of teaching staff, class sizes, in-
crease resources or improve curriculum. It 
won’t pay for all the modernisation that is 
required. 

Although my college has been modern-
ised over the last few years, students and 
staff are using outdated and slow laptops. 
And although teaching staff asked to be 
tutors this year, some staff have been 
given 30-plus students to support.

Education staff are crying out for 
change. We know instinctively what works 
and what doesn’t.

Yes, we need more funding for educa-
tion, but we need workers’ democratic 
control and management of schools and 
colleges alongside it.
London coLLege neU rep

AdAm HArmswortH
Napo NatioNal executive committee 
(persoNal capacity) aNd socialist party 
member

At my first meeting on the national 
executive committee (NEC) of pro-
bation union Napo, I put forward 
an emergency motion to launch a 
campaign against the pay freeze (see 
socialistparty.org.uk). It called for:

 ● The start of a consultation with 
members for strike action

 ● Local protests
 ● Approaching other unions now 

to meet for a joint campaign

It is absolutely crucial that public 
sector trade unions take bold ac-
tion to fight the government over 
this clear and blatant attack. In my 
speech supporting the motion, I 
made absolutely clear that we can 
have no illusions in the Tories back-
ing down only from reasoning or 
pleas by the unions.

When Napo told the Tories priva-
tising probation would be a disaster, 

they did not listen. Right now, the 
teaching unions warn that keeping 
schools open is a health risk, but the 
Tories are still not listening.

I am delighted to say there was no 
opposition. General Secretary Ian 
Lawrence spoke in favour, and it was 
passed unanimously.

will we win support?
One NEC member commented that 
there may not be large support for 
this campaign in wider society. I 
disagree.

Certainly, if this fightback gains 
momentum, the capitalist press will 
run an immense smear campaign 
against the trade unions, as they have 
already done against the ‘militant’ 
teaching unions. But we have seen 
an outpouring of applause for health 
workers, showing plenty of ordinary 
people value those on the front line.

Let’s remember, the vast major-
ity of the public are underpaid, 
undervalued, exploited workers 
themselves. As long as the unions 
clearly campaign for the money 
generated by the working class to be 

used for the benefit of our class, and 
not siphoned off to the rich, we will 
win over lots of different workers.

This motion was the easy part. 
Now this union, Unison, and the oth-
er public sector unions, must build a 
campaign of protests and win sup-
port for strike action.

Socialist Party members in pub-
lic sector union Unison helped win 
backing for a similar motion to de-
feat the pay freeze at the union’s local 
government service group executive.

To beat the pay freeze requires a 
membership that is active, organ-
ised, high in morale, and able and 
willing to fight. The responsibility for 
building that lies with the trade un-
ion leadership.

Failing these essential tasks will 
mean a serious challenge will not 
emerge, and the capitalist class, 
through this government, will roll 
over the trade unions once again. If 
Napo, the Trades Union Congress, 
and all public sector unions can 
rally and organise their membership 
around breaking the pay freeze, they 
will win.

●How will it affect 
young people?
Sunak’s spending review includes £2.9 
billion for a new ‘Restart’ jobs scheme, for 
those who have been unemployed for over 
a year. £1.6 billion is handed to the ‘Kick-
start’ work placement programme; the To-
ries claim it will create up to 250,000 jobs 
for under-25s.

Kickstart is dressed up as support for 
young people, but the reality is that it gifts 
private employers with cheap state-sub-
sidised labour - with no promise of a job 
at the end of it. The Tories say that Kick-
start will help with young people’s “CV and 
skills”. But help with CVs is not going to 
have any material impact on the lives of 
working youth if there aren’t enough jobs. 

Tory unemployment schemes have not 
helped young people in the past, and the 
same bogus schemes are being repeated. 
Sunak’s budget offers no long-term plan 
to create useful jobs for the future, such 
as in the green energy sector (see page 5).

If the government really wanted to sup-
port young people out of the economic 
crisis, it could bring back the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (grants to help 
college students with travel and other 
costs), scrap tuition fees and debt, and 

invest in socially useful job creation - 
with trade union rates of pay, secure and 
stable hours, free training schemes for 
skilled work.
tHeA everett
south east loNdoN socialist party

●Universal Credit: 
We’re on the brink of 
destitution
Universal Credit consistently does not 
provide enough to cover the basic cost of 
living in so many circumstances, including 
mine.

My and my partner’s benefit claim al-
ready does not cover basic living costs. 
We find ourselves regularly falling behind 
on priority bill payments, leaving us with 
having to then pay interest on top.

And now there’s the threat that the £20 
increase will be scrapped in April. Also, 
hundreds of thousands of households will 
be left at risk of destitution come Christ-
mas, when their benefits are capped after 
the ‘grace period’ implemented at the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

Capitalism is failing millions of work-
ing and unemployed people. The benefit 

system should give people the financial 
freedom to train or find relevant skilled 
work without falling into debt and a poorer 
living situation.

We are not failing, we are being failed.
tom wArd
east loNdoN socialist party

●A decent 
retirement, another 
myth peddled by lying 
politicians
Sunak’s spending review will hit millions 
of future pensioners’ incomes. The switch 
in how pension inflation is calculated from 
2030 will knock off 1% every single year 
from many company pensions.

When you can no longer earn, you prob-
ably depend mainly or wholly on a pension. 
Any cuts in its real value are unlikely ever 
to be restored under a business-friendly 
government. 

Since the 1980s, the UK has moved 
from one of the better pensions in western 
Europe to near the bottom, particularly for 
the poorest pensioners. I worked on Lon-
don buses. After privatisation in 1994, 

any new driver or any, like me, who were 
transferred to a different employer, was no 
longer entitled to a final-salary pension. 

Many pensions are so low, retirement 
is dependent on state benefits. Like low-
wage employers, those who provide poor 
pensions are effectively being subsidised 
by the state.

For most people, a decent retirement 
is another myth peddled by lying capitalist 
politicians. Pensioners of the world unite 
with workers and young people.
Andy BeAdLe
south east loNdoN socialist party

●Councils: We’ve 
already been cut to the 
bone
According to Tory chancellor Rishi Sunak: 
“Unlike workers in the private sector, who 
have lost jobs, been furloughed, seen wag-
es cut, and hours reduced, the public sec-
tor has not”. But local government services 
have already been cut to the bone, with gov-
ernment core funding to councils reduced 
by £16 billion in ten years - a 38% cut. 

The County Councils Network predicts 
a £1.7 billion funding shortfall next year 

for their 36 councils. 32 are controlled by 
the Tories. 60% said they would need to 
reduce frontline services, including social 
care, and/or introduce charges.

Metropolitan districts - primarily local 
authorities in cities – are mainly con-
trolled by Labour. They are even harder hit. 
Government grants previously made up a 
larger share of their income.

Many are struggling to provide even 
statutory minimum services. Croydon, a 
Labour council, has effectively declared 
itself bankrupt and more could follow (see 
‘no cuts in Croydon or any other council’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk).

Sunak has given councils more powers 
to increase council tax, but any rise is just 
another austerity attack on working-class 
residents.

Sunak’s promised additional £3 billion 
for Covid-related support may sound like 
a lot, but falls well short of the £10 billion 
coronavirus black hole we were warned of. 
Sunak’s initial promise in March 2020 of 
‘whatever it takes’ was an empty one.
eLeAnor donne
housiNg officer iN basildoN couNcil 
(persoNal capacity)

What will the spending review mean for me?

c
hancellor Rishi Sunak’s 
spending review should be 
a wake-up call to the trade 
union leaders. Even from 
the capitalists’ point of view 

there was no immediate need to im-
pose a pay cut  - which is what a pay 
freeze means in reality - on 1.5 mil-
lion public sector workers.

The IMF and economic commen-
tators have argued for months that 
with interest rates at historically low 
levels and unprecedented collapses 
in growth because of Covid, govern-
ments in the economically more de-
veloped countries should continue to 
borrow to stimulate their economies. 

The economic figures are dramatic. 
A fall in GDP this year of 11.3% - the 
worst collapse in the UK economy for 
300 years and the largest fall of the G7 
countries. A budget deficit  of just un-
der £400 billion for 2020 – the highest 
in peace time.

Depending on which of the three 
scenarios the Office for Budget Re-
sponsibilty has drawn up actually 
plays out, the economy may not re-
turn to its pre-pandemic size until 
2025. The earliest forecast is for 2022, 
but with ‘long-term scarring’. And all 
of these forecasts assume a smooth 
Brexit trade deal which is far from 
certain. 

Yet the pay freeze will save at 
most £2 billion next year. This com-
pares to a total cost of spending on 

Spending review
UNIONS mUST RESIST RETURN TO AUSTERITy

WHAT WE THINK
coronavirus so far of £280 billion - an 
insignificant amount.

But austerity - and that is what a 
pay cut is, however much the To-
ries try not to use the A word - will 
have a serious impact on the living 
standards of teachers, social work-
ers, refuse workers and all the other 
workers who have already suffered a 
decade of attacks on their wages.

tories divided
The massive fault-lines in the Tory 
party mean that Johnson is faced 
with the impossible task of  trying 
to reconcile the ‘red wall’ Tory MPs, 
who want more public spending  to 
‘level up’ and offset the cost of coro-
navirus in their areas, and the ‘bal-
ance the books’ Thatcherite wing of 
the party that want the borrowing 
reined in.  

The spending review - which in-
cludes a £4 billion fund for local in-
frastructure projects, more spending 
on the police, the NHS and educa-
tion (although not enough to go back 
to 2010 levels, see below) as well as 
the pay freeze, no extra funding for 
local authority day-to-day spending 
and no pledge to retain the increase 
in Universal Credit - is an attempt to 
placate both these wings of the party. 

It is just the opening skirmish of 
the much bigger battles to come over 
who pays for the Covid crisis, for the 

economic consequences of a Tory 
negotiated Brexit, and the underlying 
crisis of capitalism that was evident 
even before the pandemic struck.

There’s no doubt that Johnson and 
Sunak will have felt emboldened by 
the passivity of most of the trade un-
ion leaders during this pandemic as 
workers have been furloughed, had 
their hours cut and conditions at-
tacked, their health and safety com-
promised, and lost their jobs in their 
tens of thousands. Based on that re-
cord so far, Johnson and co will be 
banking on the public sector wage 
freeze going through without any se-
rious resistance.

Labour councils
Similarily, why increase spending 
on local authorities when for years 
Labour councils have complained 
vocally about  cuts to funding from 
central government but then passed 
them on anyway, devastating local 
services? The only ‘concession’ in the 
spending review is to allow councils 
to increase the council tax which is 
just another way of hitting working-
class people.

And, of course, with Starmer 
stamping out the last vestiges of 
Corbynism, the Labour Party nation-
ally is  no longer a political vehicle 
with the potential to mobilise to de-
fend working-class people from the 

Napo kickstarts fight against pay freeze

attacks that are happening now or in 
the future.

The gauntlet has been thrown 
down and the fight back needs to 
start now –  to resist the  current at-
tacks, and in doing so prepare indus-
trially and politically for the bigger 
battles that will be necessary when 
the even  ‘harder choices’ start to be 
made, and big business tries in ear-
nest to offload the Covid  bill  onto 
working-class people. 

If the trade union leaders were to 
back up their angry words with co-
ordinated strike action across the 
public sector, it would be possible to 
force the Tories to retreat. The party 
is riven with divisions not just on tax 
and spend but on the immediate re-
sponse to the pandemic, as the par-
liamentary ‘tiers rebellion’ reveals. 

The resolutions moved by Socialist 
Party members and passed at Uni-
son’s local government service group 
executive and the national executive 
of Napo (see opposite)  show how the 
anger from below can be channelled 
into putting pressure on the union 
leaders to act.

In the same way, standing candi-
dates in next May’s local elections, 
as the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition, which the Socialist Party is 
a part of, will be doing, is a necessary 
political challenge to cuts-wielding 
councils. We are calling on the those 
trade unions who are questioning 
their funding of and affiliation to the 
Labour Party to allow local branches 
to stand and financially support anti-
cuts candidates.

These are the first steps  needed 
towards building mass political rep-
resentation for working-class people 
and a socialist economic alternative 
to a capitalist system in a profound 
crisis.

WHAT’S  
YOUR VIEW?
editors@socialistparty.org.uk

paul mattsson

no 10 
downing 
street



Chris Baugh
Lancashire sociaList Party

T
he Tories announced on 17 
November their ten-point 
plan to tackle climate change, 
and reach a net-zero emis-
sions target by 2050. But Bo-

ris Johnson’s pledge to “build back 
greener” - post-Covid and post-Brex-
it - is just so much ‘greenwash’.

As if to underline that, John-
son’s Chancellor Rishi Sunak, in 
his spending review, reaffirmed his 
commitment to an extra £27 billion 
on expanding the road network. That 
means more cars, vans and lorries 
pumping out more CO2 and toxic 
pollutants into the air.  

The ten-point plan announcement 
is in advance of the government 
hosting the COP26 climate summit 
in Glasgow next year, which is likely 
to see big protests over the lack of 
progress among world governments, 
including the UK’s, in halting climate 
change.

In response to the detailed policy 
document, released a full day after 
Johnson’s public announcement 
and the media fanfare, the Financial 
Times, citing climate experts, report-
ed the plan is a ‘far cry’ from what is 
needed to reach net-zero emissions 
by 2050. 

There was little mention in the me-
dia of the savings only closing 55% of 
the gap needed to meet the govern-
ment’s own ‘legally binding’ targets. 
In reality, these measures have no 
chance of delivering zero-carbon 
emissions by 2050.

New money?
The Tories have claimed there will be 
£12 billion of investment and the cre-
ation of over 200,000 new jobs, but 
this is another deception. At most, 
there is £3 billion of new money - a 
drop in the ocean of Covid-related 
funding and, moreover, the funding 
required for the transition away from 
polluting fossil fuels. 

According to the Committee on 
Climate Change quango, achiev-
ing a net-zero carbon economy by 
2050 will cost £30 billion each year 
- a sizeable sum. But the cost of not 
doing so will be greater and, in total, 
it is roughly equivalent to the £900 
billion in quantitative easing that 
governments have shelled out over 
the last decade to keep the capitalist 

economy afloat.
The £3 billion includes £525 mil-

lion to build a new generation of 
smaller nuclear reactors at the very 
moment Germany is phasing out 
nuclear energy because of the huge 
public health risks, the risk of acci-
dents, and storing the waste which 
remains radioactive for thousands of 
years. 

Nuclear power will need to form 
part of the economic transition but 
decommissioned on a ‘just’ basis 
under democratic workers’ and com-
munity control.

The Tories also plan an increase in 
hydrogen-fuelled energy, but its ef-
fect in reducing emissions is, at best, 
unclear as we do not know whether 
fossil fuels or renewables will be 
used in hydrogen production.

The plan includes the building of a 
number of Carbon Capture and Stor-
age (CCS) plants in areas of the north 
of England. These could potentially 

create much-needed jobs, and un-
ions will need to exercise their power 
to ensure any benefits will be felt by 
working-class communities. CCS has 
a place in the transition, but its bene-
fits are limited as it assumes a contin-
ued reliance on the burning of fossil 
fuels, and there are serious questions 
about its effectiveness on a long term 
industrial scale.

The ten-point plan includes fund-
ing for the installation of 600,000 
heat pumps, a clean electric alter-
native to gas boilers, in homes and 
public buildings by 2028. Many of 
the policies, including the ‘aim’ of 
quadrupling offshore wind capacity 
by 2040 and its commitment to tree 
planting, have been announced pre-
viously, and there is no new money 
for these.

Moreover, the government has 
bungled the expansion of offshore 
wind farms by failing to build the 
infrastructure needed to connect up 

these farms to the national grid.
The proposal picked up in the 

mainstream media is the ban on the 
sale of new petrol and hybrid cars by 
2030, although hybrid cars emit two 
and a half times more carbon emis-
sions in real life than in laboratory 
tests and are not banned until 2035. 
And a mass roll-out of electric cars is 
in doubt due to an acute shortage of 
roadside charging points. Currently 
there are only 5% of the chargers 
needed by the 2030 deadline.  

Profit system
This half-baked Tory plan is what to 
expect from a government that acts 
in the interests of its big business 
friends. The measures will not meet 
the reduction in emissions needed to 
halt the slide towards the dangerous 
warming of the earth’s temperature.

It relies entirely on the funding 
of private capital projects, and the 
market seeing profits and making 

the necessary switch in production, 
As the Socialist and the Socialist 
Party’s magazine Socialism Today 
have consistently pointed out, it is 
the capitalist economic system that 
places profits above the interests of 
the working class, who produce the 
wealth in the UK and globally. It is 
this system that has brought us to a 
‘climate emergency’; a system that 
has shown itself unwilling and inca-
pable of the decisive action needed 
to reduce carbon emissions.

Trade unions and working-class 
communities will need to play a 
critical role in a just transition to a 
zero-carbon economy. This struggle 
will need union power and building 
a political force in workplaces, col-
leges and communities that is pre-
pared to fight against workers having 
to pay the price for climate change; 
that sees this as part of the struggle 
for socialist change to avert climactic 
disaster.

‘Building back greener’ - yet more Tory greenwash

Alongside Johnson’s ‘building back green-
er’ announcement, his government has 
given the green light to France’s state-
owned EDF and China’s GNPG to build a 
new nuclear power station at Sizewell in 
Norfolk. 

The PM claims that Sizewell C will boost 
jobs and provide carbon dioxide emis-
sion-free electricity, essential to meeting 
the UK’s climate change targets.

However, EDF’s nuclear reactor design 
doesn’t work! Another EDF nuclear plant 
using the same type of pressurised water 
reactor in Flamanville, France, has been 
plagued with serious faults, is years be-
hind its start-up deadline, and way over 
budget. The French energy minister this 
year described the project as “a mess”. 

Currently, EDF is building the Hinkley C 

nuclear power plant in Somerset using the 
same PWR design. Commissioned in 2008 
at an estimated cost of £4 billion, Hinkley 
C was meant to be generating power for 
the national electricity grid this year, but is 
unlikely to start doing so until 2025 or 2027 
at the earliest. Its current cost is over £22.5 
billion.

Sizewell C, estimated at costing £20 
billion, has already exceeded its origi-
nal budget, making the cost of electricity, 
should it ever come on stream, more than 
double that produced by renewables such 
as wind and solar power.

With a few hundred permanent jobs 
required to run the plant, if and when it’s 
completed, Sizewell C will be one of the 
most expensive job creation programmes 
ever.

Johnson’s 
nuclear 

folly
Sizewell nuclear power plant, where a costly new reactor, of unproven 
design, will be built Photo ivor branton/cc

The Tories entire ‘green new deal’ project is based on what profit-driven capitalism can afford, not on what is needed  Photo  Paul mattsson
News of the collapse into administration of re-
tail consortium Arcadia - owners of Topshop, 
Burton and Dorothy Perkins - with the threat 
to 13,000 jobs, was followed by the announce-
ment that Debenhams department stores will 
probably close, axing 12,000 jobs. 

Faced with such devastating job losses, the 
trade unions must take concrete action to 
force the government to halt mass redundan-
cies and guarantee these workers a livelihood 
(see page 7).

Arcadia’s insolvency is not simply another 
Covid-affected high street business collapse. 
Its problems predate the pandemic. Likewise 
Debenhams, which had already cut 6,500 
jobs, had long been teetering on the brink of 
collapse, after years of underinvestment. 

Arcadia is officially ‘owned’ by Sir Philip 

Green’s wife who resides in the tax haven of 
Monaco. This is where, in 2016, Philip Green 
was notoriously photographed lounging on 
his £100 million super-yacht when his previ-
ously-owned BHS company collapsed, leav-
ing 11,000 workers unemployed and a huge 
£571 million hole in the workers’ pension 
fund. 

asset-stripper
Green is an asset-stripper. Like a financial vam-
pire, he has never invested his money to build 
businesses but acquired them to suck out mon-
ey to enrich himself. 

In the case of BHS, during 15 years of own-
ership, Green siphoned £580 million in divi-
dends, rental payments, and interest on loans, 
and then sold the company for £1. 

Only after government pressure, and the 
possibility of losing his knighthood, did the 
billionaire subsequently write a £363 million 
cheque to stop BHS’s pension fund collapsing. 
However, it still meant that workers, on aver-
age, only received up to 88% of their original 
pension entitlement. In a rerun of the BHS 
nightmare, Arcadia’s pension fund is £350 mil-
lion in deficit.

Vulture companies are now circling to see 
what scraps they can scavenge from the carcass 
of Arcadia. The Socialist Party demands that 
the retail group is nationalised to save thou-
sands of workers’ jobs and pensions. Moreover, 
Philip Green’s non-dom tax status should be 
ended, and he must be made to pay back the 
money extracted from the labour of Arcadia 
workers into their pensions pot. 

LyNda MCEwaN
sociaList Party scotLand

In a first of its kind globally, the Period Prod-
ucts (Free Provision) Scotland Act was en-
shrined into law in Scotland on 24 November, 
laying the foundations for eradicating period 
poverty for Scottish women. 

Following a four-year campaign by Labour’s 
Member of the Scottish Parliament Monica 
Lennon, backed by trade unions, student un-
ions and women’s campaigns, the act will place 
a legal duty on local authorities to make period 
products available to all.

One-in-four school, college and university 
girls, women and trans people, stated they have 
struggled to access period products, and 10% 
said they were unable to afford them pre-Covid. 

The pandemic has massively increased this 
problem as colleges and universities closed 
and many women, particularly low-paid work-
ing-class women, lost their jobs, faced eviction, 

and grassroots organisations struggled to pro-
vide an effective service.

Women spend, on average, £13 a month on 
period products. The alleviation of this gen-
dered burden will have a significant impact not 
only financially, but physically and mentally as 
well.

Importantly, the act will include promoting 
education to end the stigma surrounding men-
struation. This has, encouragingly, opened up 
discussion about menopause, endometriosis 
and product sustainability. 

The cost of this scheme is estimated to be 
around £8.7 million a year. Initially opposed 
to the scheme, the Scottish National Party 
(SNP) government was ridiculed for suggesting 
“cross-border tampon raids” would follow its 
implementation into law. It was finally forced 
into a U-turn as the campaign gathered more 
support.

The SNP and Scottish Labour’s refusal to fight 
Tory cuts, despite standing on anti-austerity 

platforms has seen brutal cuts to council budg-
ets across Scotland, with severe and detrimen-
tal effects for women and girls; 250,000 Scottish 
children live in poverty. This concession has to 
be seen in the context of how much they’ve cut 
women’s vital services to the bone, including 
social work services in my deprived area, West 
Dunbartonshire. 

SNP and Labour refusal to defy Tory cuts 
means that the Scottish Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition will be standing in the Scottish 
elections next May on a platform of implement-
ing no-cuts budgets and fully funding services. 

The free period products victory should be 
welcomed, but all the social problems of in-
equality still exist, so we should fight on.

This law should now be built upon and 
pushed to be implemented across the rest of 
Britain. A mass campaign could force the weak 
and divided Tory government to follow the 
successful implementation in Scotland, ending 
period poverty for all.

rishi scrooge
Chancellor Rishi Sunak has donned his Scrooge 
hat in the run-up to Christmas by clobbering the 
living standards of workers and the unemployed 
in order to pay for the country’s worst recession 
in 300 years. 

Sunak himself won’t, however, have any dif-
ficulty paying the electricity bill or in putting 
food on the table. Not least because his multi-
millionaire wife has channelled a sizeable invest-
ment portfolio through an offshore tax haven in 
Mauritius. 

None of Mrs Sunak’s investments and share-
holdings are listed in the official register of 
ministers’ interests, begging the question as to 
whether or not the chancellor will take any action 
on super-rich tax dodgers. We suspect he won’t! 

rich get richer
Of course, the Sunaks aren’t the only ones to 
benefit during this Covid pandemic year. Ac-
cording to Swiss bank UBS, the fortunes of the 
world’s super-rich billionaires shot up to a new 
record of $10.2 trillion in July, up from $8 trillion 
in 2019. And that was before global stock mar-
kets rebounded. 

Last year, according to the Oxfam charity, 
the world’s 26 richest people were worth more 
than the poorest half of the global population 
combined.

Poor get poorer
Meanwhile, many Tory MPs, and the right-wing 
Daily Mail, are rejoicing that the government is 
cutting the overseas aid budget by a third - while 
spending vastly more sums on the military and 
nuclear power stations that don’t work (see 
page 5). 

But as Andrew Rawnsley pointed out in the 
Guardian, the aid cuts mean “nearly a million 
girls will be deprived of an education, more than 
7 million will lose access to contraception and 
family planning advice, nearly 4 million people 
will be deprived of clean water and 5.6 million 
fewer children won’t get vaccinations, leading to 
100,000 avoidable deaths.”

doom and gloom
“Winter 2020 could see a combination of severe 
flooding, pandemic influenza, a novel emerging 
infectious disease and coordinated industrial ac-
tion, against a backdrop of the end of the [Brexit] 
transition period…”. 

No, this isn’t a quote from a political per-
spectives article in the Socialist, but an extract 
from a leaked Cabinet Office paper, written in 
September. 

Of course, the government has brushed aside 
its importance by declaring it to be a ‘worst case 
scenario’ document. True, it was written before 
a Covid vaccine was announced, but a mass in-
oculation programme won’t be available until the 
New Year, and current Brexit negotiations aren’t 
looking too rosy. 

On the plus side for Johnson’s faltering gov-
ernment is the lack of action so far from trade 
union leaders to organise “coordinated industrial 
action” over pay, jobs and pensions.

inquiry blocked
Unsurprisingly, the Johnson government has re-
neged on a 2006 commitment to hold a public 
inquiry into the murder of Belfast solicitor Pat 
Finucane. 

The civil rights lawyer was shot down in his 
home by two loyalist gunmen in 1989. It subse-
quently came to light that Brian Nelson, the in-
telligence officer responsible for directing Ulster 
Defence Association paramilitary attacks, was a 
British agent. 

The government’s decision to veto an inquiry 
follows the passage of its ‘spycops’ bill in late 
October, and unopposed by Labour leader Keir 
Starmer, which according to Amnesty Interna-
tional gives a “licence for government agencies 
to authorise torture and murder”. 

Arcadia and Debenhams closures: 
Nationalise to save jobs and pensions

News in brief

Scotland: Campaign wins end to period poverty

Philip Green’s (inset) Arcadia retail empire has collapsed, threatening the jobs and pensions of 13,000 workers  Photos Ft + EastgatE basildon/cc
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Don’t let the festive season be 
one of misery for retail workers
SocialiSt Party memberS in USdaw

t
he three days leading up to 
the England-wide lockdown 
were a taste of things to come, 
with shoppers flooding to 
the high street to squeeze in 

Christmas shopping. 
Boris Johnson’s announcement 

of a second lockdown came after 
months of the Tories mishandling 
the pandemic, leading to a deadly 
second wave of coronavirus. Yet, 
despite his proclamation that “we 
must act now”, the second lockdown 
was initiated four days after the an-
nouncement, leading to a frenzied 
rush to the shops to stock up for the 
holiday season.

Undoubtedly, bosses in retail will 
be keen to throw their doors wide 
open on 3 December, as they try to 
claw back lost revenue. And many 
shops are intending to open for 24 
hours a day after the government an-
nounced it would relax opening rules. 

During the first UK-wide lockdown 
businesses were keen to show how 
‘responsible’ they were by intro-
ducing customer limits and imple-
menting government guidelines on 
Covid-secure workplaces. 

On paper, the guidance issued 

jointly by the British Retail Consor-
tium and the retail workers’ union 
Usdaw looked like it should protect 
retail workers. But without the union 
using its collective strength to moni-
tor and enforce these rules, they 
simply remained pieces of paper as 
companies eyed up their bottom 
lines.

Over the last few months, we have 
seen shops getting more and more 
lax at implementing such meas-
ures, meaning that shopworkers 
and customers are put at increased 
risk. Supposedly ‘safe’ store capacity 
levels have been subject to inflation 
through the pandemic, resulting in 
supermarkets now being the lead-
ing place for Covid transmissions. 
Though the 24-hour openings are 
supposed to reduce overcrowding 
in the run-up to Xmas, none of those 
opening 24 hours have announced 
plans to lower capacity limits!

This shows the short-sighted na-
ture of the ‘tripartite’ approach of 
‘partnership’ with the employers and 
Tory government that Usdaw general 
secretary Paddy Lillis seems to pro-
mote on every occasion. Over the last 
few weeks, the Activist, the bulletin 
of Socialist Party members in Usdaw, 
has received numerous reports from 

lay members and union reps about 
store capacities being dramatically 
increased. 

Instead of leaving union reps to ef-
fectively fend for themselves, the col-
lective strength of the union should 
be brought to bear through a trade 
union-led campaign over workplace 
safety, with health and safety reps 
and committees signing off on safety 
measures including store capacities.

Such measures will be justified 
by the bosses saying that otherwise 
they could go under. With companies 
such as Arcadia group (including 
Topshop and Miss Selfridges) and 
Edinburgh Woolen Mills (including 
Peacocks) having fallen into admin-
istration, and Debenhams preparing 
to close, on top of 6,200 redundan-
cies previously announced, then this 

is a real threat including workers’ re-
dundancies and pensions. 

In the first instance, these com-
panies should turn over their books 
to trade union inspection to ensure 
that they’re not simply trying to pro-
tect the shareholders at the expense 
of the workers. If companies are 
genuinely struggling, they should 
be brought into public ownership to 
protect jobs. Such a demand should 
be included in Usdaw’s new deal for 
workers campaign, as it is already 
union policy.

Usdaw is the fifth largest trade un-
ion in Britain, with close to 400,000 
members and hundreds of thou-
sands more shop, distributive and 
allied workers desperately in need of 
trade union organisation. 

By building an audacious cam-
paign to defend jobs, fight for de-
cent pay, including hazard pay and 
unsocial hours premium payments, 
and demand workers’ control and 
management of safety while devel-
oping a strategy of public ownership 
to overcome the looming crisis in re-
tail, thousands more could be won to 
Usdaw to enthusiastically take up the 
fight.

●Hackney: Stop plan 
to halve school support 
staff!
Parents listened intently as trade un-
ionists told them what management 
has not: it intends to cut the support 
staff in half.

The ‘Soaring Skies Federation’ in 
Hackney, east London, could dis-
pose of 31 school workers. Both the 
Thomas Fairchild and its sister pri-
mary, the Colvestone School, would 
lose out. 

This is an attack on much-needed 
jobs, and on the quality of children’s 
education, in an already-deprived 
area.

Trade unionists and school work-
ers protested outside the Thomas 
Fairchild gates at 1pm on Friday 27 
November. Members of public ser-
vice union Unison and the National 
Education Union explained their 
opposition. 

Hackney’s Labour council should 
use its reserves and borrowing pow-
ers to overcome any funding shortfall 
and guarantee quality education and 
jobs. Send the bill to Number 10, not 
to local authority workers who have 
risked their lives running services 
during the pandemic!

Hackney Unison has lodged an 
official dispute with the council. If 
management doesn’t back down, in-
dustrial action is on the cards.
JameS ivenS
London SociaLiSt Party

●Pay freeze protest 
Homerton Hospital
Around twelve NHS staff held a so-
cially distanced protest at Homerton 
Hospital against Rishi Sunak’s pay 
freeze, on Wednesday 25 November. 
The protesters were furious that, af-
ter everything workers have been 
through, they should be punished 
with a cut in pay compared to the 
cost of living. 

Placards called for unity across the 
public sector, and also between the 
public sector and private sector, and 
a pay rise for all.

A speaker from Homerton Uni-
son attacked the idea that there is 
no money for pay rises, when the 
government has wasted millions of 
pounds on bad contracts for PPE, 
which either was never delivered or 
was of such bad quality it couldn’t be 
used.

They said that NHS workers op-
pose the pay freeze, and will stand 
together with their colleagues in the 
private sector, as they have with ISS 
staff at Homerton Hospital, who re-
cently won sick pay as a result of a big 
union campaign.
Hackney SocialiSt Party
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Equity union conference 
calls for radical change - 
now lead a fight!

JameS ivenS
Equity union confErEncE dELEgatE  
(PErSonaL caPacity)

We demand more funding, work op-
portunities, diversity, democratic 
control and public ownership in the 
arts! These were the main calls from 
performing arts union Equity’s on-
line 2020 conference on Monday 30 
November.

The union’s ‘Performance for All’ 
manifesto put forward an alternative 
vision for the culture sector last year. 
Public funding and ownership. Dem-
ocratic, local accountability to artists, 
unions and audiences.

These were necessary then to undo 
the ruin of austerity and privatisation 
in the arts. But with the pandemic 
and economic crisis, they are the 
only way to rebuild an entertainment 
industry worthy of the name.

The special representative confer-
ence - replacing March’s cancelled 
annual representative conference - 
overwhelmingly endorsed this mod-
el. Now the union must fight for it.

This will mean going outside Eq-
uity’s traditional comfort zone of 
lobbying. Socialist Party members 
in Equity say it means protests - 
and when possible and necessary, 
discussing industrial action with 
members.

With most of the sector’s workplac-
es shut, industrial leverage is limited 
for now. A motion demanding better 
support than Universal Credit also 
passed. The debate turned to calls for 
a ‘universal basic income’ (UBI).

However, UBI arguments accept 
mass unemployment. Our starting 
point should be fighting for funding 
for useful work in the arts. Where 
arts workers - and any workers - 
find themselves ‘resting’ through 
no fault of their own, they should 
receive full maintenance. Work or 
full pay!

Campaigning like this is also a 
question of the union’s survival. 
The successful resolution for an 

emergency subs increase must be 
matched by a drive to win back the 
hundreds of members lost during 
the pandemic. Workers join unions 
when they lead action.

Local government could start to 
implement many of Equity’s policies 
now. All it would take is using re-
serves and borrowing powers to fund 
them, while building a campaign 
to get that money back from central 
government.

Job opportunities in Europe are 
also at risk. Employers are already 
advertising for non-UK passport 
holders only. This is bread-and-but-
ter work for some actors and many 
variety artists.

The European Union is a bosses’ 
club. It is no friend of the unions or 
working people. But the brinkman-
ship of Johnson’s Tories is putting 
working rights in Ireland, Britain and 
Europe in question, and Equity is 
right to campaign on that issue.

The union’s new leadership team 
under general secretary Paul Flem-
ing is setting a bolder tone. Fleming 
told conference we must “look at the 
merits of co-operativising, democra-
tising - and yes, properly renation-
alising - our BBC.” This direction of 
travel is welcome.

But there also needs to be a wider 
debate on how to fund the Beeb. 
Conference passed motions calling 
for defence of BBC funding and jobs. 
These did not specify defending the 
licence fee - but some speakers did.

Years of attacks, and the latest de-
velopments, show the licence fee 
is not secure. It is, in any case, a de 
facto regressive tax. The BBC unions 
must discuss fighting for full funding 
from ring-fenced, progressive, gen-
eral taxation instead.

Diversity and equality remain a 
core issue for Equity members. The 
crisis has inevitably hit underrep-
resented voices and stories hardest. 
Overcoming this starts with the fight 
for more resources - to create jobs, 
support and entertainment for all.

●Solidarity with Brighton UCU strike - we won’t pay for Covid crisis
PHoebe rimmer
Brighton univErSity SociaLiSt StudEntS

Brighton University’s decision to 
make a third of its IT department re-
dundant during a time when it is so 
desperately needed, is emblematic of 
a greater problem - turning universi-
ties into businesses.

It is a clear attempt at cutting costs 
at the expense of providing qual-
ity education. Where lectures have 
moved online in light of the pandem-
ic, the IT team is crucial in ensuring 
that this can be achieved to as high 
of a standard as possible, given the 
circumstances. How can we expect 
competent levels of teaching, and 

communication and resources to be 
available, without the work of the IT 
staff who supplement them?

Online teaching is massively im-
portant at this time, as it protects 
our vulnerable students and staff. 
We cannot afford to go back to face-
to-face teaching when the university 
cannot provide a safe environment, 
such as social distancing measures 
and proper hygiene procedures. 

We have seen how universities are 
a hotspot for the virus, so can we re-
ally afford to open up Brighton cam-
puses to risk it all? Are the lives of 
students and staff worth less than the 
profits made?

Ultimately we must put an end to 

the marketisation of education. Un-
der this system, universities will for-
ever be competing with one another 
like private businesses.

We stand with the University and 
College Union and their decision to 
strike on 2 December, and we call on 
Brighton Students’ Union to do so 
too. The redunancies will affect our 
education, our future, and we must 
unite against Brighton University’s 
financially driven decisions. 

University staff are essential in our 
education, students are not custom-
ers, and access to free education is a 
right. Staff and students alike should 
not be exploited to uphold a broken 
system. Not now, not ever.

●East London teachers strike in support of victimised union rep
HannaH Sell
EaSt London SociaLiSt Party

Teachers at the London Design and 
Engineering College (LDE UTC) in 
Newham are on their third day of 
strike action against the summary 
dismissal of an NEU rep, Sharon. 
LDE UTC is a free school where the 
head thinks he can do as he pleases. 
Its building is squashed into a corner 
of the University of East London. 

It is far too small for the number of 
pupils and has no playground.  When 
the NEU rightly raised health and 
safety concerns during the pandem-
ic, the head responded by sacking 
the rep and saying she had no rights 
because she had been employed for 
less than two years. Now teachers 
are determined to show the head 
he can’t get away with this bullying 
behaviour. 

A judge found in favour of Sharon 
and told LDE management to rein-
state her. Management said it would 
comply, but has reneged.

Sharon explained: “I wasn’t told 
there was an investigation, I wasn’t 
asked any questions, I was just sent 
a ‘dismissal pack’ by courier to my 
house. I was dismissed for trade 

union activity; I had become a work-
place rep in July, and had asked 
questions about Covid-19 and gen-
eral health and safety. 

“They don’t want to acknowledge 
the NEU at the college, and they just 
planned to get rid of me. I arrived 
back in September to find they’d re-
cruited another member of staff to 
replace me.

“Today we’ve got teachers out 
on the picket. An attack on one is 
an attack on all. I ask readers of the 

Socialist to show solidarity with our 
strike.”

Another striker added: “This 
school has no regard for workers’ 
rights. Victimisation and intimida-
tion seem to be built into our con-
tracts. That is why we’re very pleased 
with the turnout today.”

A rally in support of the strikers 
was held with speakers including Ni-
all Mulholland from Newham Trades 
Council, and Ferdy Lyons from East 
London Socialist Party. 

●Heathrow workers strike against ‘fire and 
rehire’ plans

Socialist Party members joined work-
ers on strike at Heathrow Airport 
against the bosses’ ‘fire and rehire’ 
plans, cutting pay in the process.

The workers, members of union 
Unite, are striking for four days in 
December.

4,000 staff, including firefighters, 
engineers, operations, security and 

baggage staff, have been told to sign 
new contracts, cutting pay for some 
by about 20% or up to £8,000. 

Engineering workers picketing at 
Hatton Cross said: “We are deter-
mined to defend ourselves and our 
terms and conditions.” 

The next strike dates are 14, 17, and 
18 December.

●Unison general 
secretary ballot closes
The ballot in the general secretary 
election in public sector union Uni-
son has closed. 
The Socialist Party is backing Hugo 
Pierre, who is standing on a fighting, 
socialist programme. 

He received the nomination of 
31 branches across the country and 
the different sectors Unison organ-
ises, and was also endorsed by the 
union’s National Black Members’ 
Committee.

The result is set to be announced 
on 11 January. Read the series of arti-
cles on the election at socialistparty.
org.uk

Photo Wharton Center/CC
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Where is devolution heading?
Dave ReiD
SocialiSt Party WaleS

“D
evolution is a disas-
ter” were the reported 
words of Boris John-
son, referring to the 
Scottish government 

and “Tony Blair’s biggest mistake”.
In fact, Blair was a reluctant devo-

lutionist. He would rather not have 
held referenda to devolve power to 
the Welsh Assembly and Scottish Par-
liament in 1997. But, having included 
them in his manifesto, he was forced 
to go through with them, and intend-
ed devolution to cut across the rise in 
national consciousness in Wales and 
Scotland. 

He later cursed the Welsh working 
class (“f****** Welsh!”) who rejected 
Alun Michael, his imposed first min-
ister in the initial Assembly elections, 
when many protest-voted for Plaid 
Cymru.

From the point of view of the Tory 
party, Johnson is right to curse devo-
lution today. The limited powers of 
the Scottish and Welsh parliaments 
have restricted the imposition of Tory 
rule and blunted the edge of some of 
their policies in some areas. Although 
both governments have failed to pre-
vent Tory austerity being imposed.

However, devolution has not 
stemmed increasing support for in-
dependence in the two nations, as 
Blair and Gordon Brown intended. 
The centrifugal forces tearing apart 
the UK have increased as a decade of 
austerity has undermined the capital-
ist national settlement. As working- 
class and many middle-class people 
feel the effects of a relentless decline 
in living standards, they are looking 
for ways out of the crisis. 

Johnson’s ham-fisted opposition to 
devolution and his attempt to roll it 
back are adding fuel to the fire.

Scottish referendum
A previous Tory prime minister, David 
Cameron, hoped to settle the issue of 
Scottish independence for good with 
a decisive ‘no’ vote to independence 
in 2014, but the referendum cam-
paign ignited a mass movement mo-
bilising big sections of the working 
class. Polls in Scotland in the last year 
have shown a consistent majority for 
independence. 

The Scottish National Party (SNP), 
which calls for independence and 
has been in power in Scotland for 13 
years, won 48 out of 59 Scottish seats 
in the general election last year.

In Wales, the situation is more com-
plicated. The failure of the Welsh La-
bour government to defend public 
services from Tory austerity, instead 
implementing the cuts on the To-
ries’ behalf, has polarised opinion on 
devolution. 

On the one hand, there has been a 
certain growth in support for abolish-
ing the Senedd (Welsh parliament) 
among some older workers regard-
ing it as a big waste of money that has 
achieved no improvement to public 
services or living standards, which 
right populists from Ukip and no 
doubt Farage’s new party will attempt 
to latch onto. In recent polls, over 
20% have supported abolition of the 
parliament.

But on the other hand, there has 
also been a bigger growth of support 
for independence in Wales - 46% of 
16-24-year-olds and a quarter of all 
voters saying they would vote ‘yes’ in 
an independence referendum, and the 
development of a growing independ-
ence campaign around Yes Cymru.

And these centrifugal tendencies 
will be intensified by the actions of 
the Johnson government, which even 
before the Covid crisis was attempt-
ing to use Brexit as a way of regaining 
central control over the nations by 
undermining devolved powers. The 
UK government is hoping to use the 
Internal Market Bill (IMB) to enforce 
the policies of the UK government on 
the devolved nations. 

european Union
In a similar fashion to the operation of 
the European Union’s single market, 
the bill would mean that no govern-
ment would have the legal power to 
enforce regulations on companies op-
erating in their devolved area if they 
are based in another part of the UK. 
That would mean that English com-
panies would be bound by English 
regulations when operating in Wales 
or Scotland. So the limited reforms 
won in the devolved areas from the 
pressure of working people could be 
undermined.

For example, the very weak laws in 
Wales to control bad landlords (which 
should be strengthened to implement 
rent control and secure tenancies) 
could be completely undermined by 
the IMB because landlords would 
merely have to register over the bor-
der in England to be governed by 
English housing laws in Wales. If 
the devolved governments accepted 
this, with England as the dominant 
economic power in the UK, in effect 
many English Tory laws and regula-
tions would be imposed on Wales and 
Scotland in a new race to the bottom.

The reversal of even limited reforms 
in Wales and Scotland by the IMB 
are bound to increase support for 
independence.

Similarly, Johnson is moving to 
seize control of the funding that will 
replace the EU’s European Social 
Fund to assist economic development 
in depressed areas in Wales and Scot-
land. Wales is the biggest recipient of 
these funds in the UK (and in Western 
Europe). 

The fact that large parts of Wales 
are still in receipt of these funds 25 
years after they were begun is an in-
dication of their failure to improve 
the economy, because they were 
strictly prevented from being used 
to improve public services or subsi-
dise industry. Instead, they actually 
took funding from public services by 
requiring match-funding from the 
Welsh budget.

Brexit could have potentially given 
the Welsh government the opportu-
nity to use these funds for meaningful 
public investment in sustainable en-
ergy, environmental projects, trans-
port and health projects that could 
create some real jobs. 

Instead, the Johnson government 
is insisting on controlling the funds 
and spending them from Whitehall, 
bypassing the Welsh government and 
the Senedd, and imposing Tory poli-
cies on Wales. 

It threatens to return Wales to 
1997, when the country was run by a 
Thatcherite ‘quangocracy’. Unelected 
Tory party members were placed onto 
the boards of quangos like the Welsh 
Development Agency, which made 
decisions on a range of Welsh services 
and projects, answerable only to their 
masters in Westminster, before being 
abolished by the Welsh Assembly in 
1999. 

The limited powers of the Welsh 
parliament would be further reined 
in. As the Tory projects imposed free- 
market policies, outsourcing and 

privatisation on working people, it 
would inevitably give a further twist 
to the democratic deficit of Tory poli-
cies being foisted on the working class 
in Wales. 

And then the Covid crisis further 
intensified the dissatisfaction with the 
constitutional status quo. The govern-
ments in Cardiff and Edinburgh ap-
pear relatively competent compared 
to the bungling and incompetence 
of the Johnson government in West-
minster. Opinion polls in Wales and 
Scotland indicate more confidence 
in the devolved governments’ han-
dling of the crisis than the UK Tory 
government.

It has undermined the prestige of 
British capitalism and reinforced the 
idea in both nations that “we are bet-
ter off going our own way”. In Wales, 
the pro-union Labour government 
has gained 11% relative to the To-
ries, but support for independence 
has solidified even though Welsh 
Labour opposes it. In a September 
poll, 39% of Labour voters in Wales 
would vote ‘yes’ in a referendum on 
independence. 

Covid
Of course this appearance of com-
petence is an illusion. The bungling 
and corruption of the Johnson gov-
ernment on Covid has set a very low 
bar - delivering one of the highest 
death rates in the world, and the big-
gest economic downturn in the G7. 
And both the Drakeford and Sturgeon 
governments have followed parallel 
paths to this disastrous UK policy.

In Wales and Scotland, the govern-
ments have been responsible for the 
same shortages of PPE; they failed to 
protect the care homes at the outset 
of the crisis; they have failed to deliver 
adequate testing systems (the Welsh 
health minister initially ignored the 
public labs in Wales and instead opt-
ed to use the UK private Lighthouse 
pop-up labs, with predictable results); 
they insisted on reopening schools 
without the requisite safety measures 
in place; and they forced students to 
move into crowded university halls in 
exactly the same way as the Tories in 
England. 

Both Welsh and Scottish govern-
ments concurred with the myth that 
school students cannot transmit the 
virus, to allow schools to reopen even 
earlier than in England, instead of 
putting in the safety measures that 
would have allowed a safe return. And 
previous cuts to NHS spending have 
left it unprepared for the crisis - Wales 
has less intensive care unit beds per 
head than any nation in Europe.

In Scotland, Sturgeon has been 
quite adept at using Covid measures 
to highlight the blunders of the Tory 
government and attack rule from 
Westminster. But the pro-unionist 
Welsh government has been at pains 
to try and make the four-nation ap-
proach work, and not to attack the 
UK government, even though the 
Tories have increasingly disregarded 
the limited safety measures the Welsh 
government has taken.

Even the refusal in October of the 
UK chancellor to extend the furlough 
in the Job Retention Scheme to the 
Welsh fire-break was met with only 
mild protest by the Welsh govern-
ment. The Tories insisted that Welsh 
workers would have to make do with 
the Job Support Scheme that provided 
less support. But just two weeks later, 
when England went into lockdown, 
the Job Retention Scheme was revived 
and extended to all areas in the UK 
under lockdown. 

The cabal of advisors around John-
son, led by Dominic Cummings, 
wanted to re-shape British govern-
ment into a right-wing centralised 
state, a project that is continuing even 
after Cummings’ departure. They 
have adopted the slogan of Silicon 
Valley entrepreneurs: “Move fast and 
break things”. But they are threatening 
to break the UK.

For British capitalism that once 
ruled a quarter of humanity, the 
break-up of its nation state would be 
a severe blow.

But if Johnson wanted to increase 
support for independence he couldn’t 
do a better job. The likely victory of the 
SNP and pro-independence candi-
dates in the Scottish Parliament elec-
tions in May will starkly pose the issue 
of a second referendum that Johnson 
would want to refuse, and could spark 
a large, radical, pro-independence 
movement. 

In Wales, the results of the election 
are much less certain. Support for 
Plaid Cymru has been rising, but not 
as fast as support for independence. 
But the movement in Scotland will 
have a much greater effect on Wales 
than the 2014 referendum struggle.

independence
Growing support for independence in 
Scotland and in Wales is an indication 
of a desire for social change - a way 
to get control and a find an exit from 
the deep crisis in society. The task of 
Marxists is to give a socialist content 
in the struggle for national rights and 
link it to the class demands of the 
working class for public services, jobs 
and a decent minimum wage.

Socialist Party Wales supports au-
tonomy for Wales - for the Welsh Par-
liament to have full law-making and 
tax-raising powers that would allow it 
to pass measures that can change so-
ciety. We support the right for Wales 
to also have a multi-question referen-
dum including the option to vote for 
independence.

But above all, we call for a strug-
gle to fight austerity by the Welsh 
government, led by the trade union 
movement and linking up with Scot-
tish and English workers for a social-
ist change. We support a socialist 
Wales as part of a voluntary socialist 
federation of Wales, Scotland, Eng-
land and Ireland.

Both Welsh Labour and the SNP 
have proved themselves incapable of 
defending the working class. Our task 
is to build new workers’ parties and 
inscribe on their banner the demands 
for socialism and the right for national 
self-determination.

The forces 
tearing 
apart the 
UK have 
increased 
as a decade 
of austerity 
has 
undermined 
the 
capitalist 
national 
settlement

Our task 
is to build 
new workers 
parties and 
inscribe on 
their banner 
the demands 
for socialism 
and the right 
for national 
self-determi-
nation

Scotland and the 
National Question - 
A Marxist Approach

The scene is set for 
an unprecedented 
confrontation between 
the Scottish working class 
and the UK Boris Johnson-
led Tory government. The 
Tories have made clear that 
there will be no second 
independence referendum. 
So how can the right to 
self-determination be won? 
This new book from Socialist 
Party Scotland makes the 

case for a mass mobilisation 
of the workers’ movement 
to win the right to a second 
referendum. We examine 
how and why resolving 
the national question in 
Scotland is intimately linked 
to the struggle for socialism. 
In short, it is the most 
complete work yet produced 
from a Marxist perspective 
on the national question and 
how it applies to Scotland.

 ● Order your copy 
today: email info@
socialistpartyscotland.
org.uk or go to 
socialistpartyscotland.org.uk
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AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q3-4: OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2020 DEADLINE: 31 DECEMBER 2020
Eastern 4,198 1,200 350%

East Midlands 4,897 1,850 265%
South West 4,493 1,800 250%

Southern & SE 5,343 2,350 227%
London 9,326 4,600 203%

West Midlands 4,329 2,600 166%
North West 1,852 1,150 161%

Northern 1,068 750 142%
Wales 3,208 2,300 139%

Yorkshire 2,619 2,550 103%
Other 1,424 3,850 37%
TOTAL 42,757 25,000 171%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Our financial appeal at Socialism 
2020 raised a fantastic £50,145.80. 
Much of the money pledged has now 
been paid, we would like pledges to 
be redeemed by 20 December. 

In the last month of the quar-
ter there are still opportunities to 

raise fighting fund. All the money 
raised will ensure we are even bet-
ter prepared for the stormy events 
and class struggle to come in 2021. 

 ● Pledges can be paid at 
socialistparty.org.uk/donates20

Fighting fund target smashed!

Just some  
of the events where the Socialist  

newspaper was sold in the past week…

Selling 
theSocialist

●Exeter
Young members from Devon So-
cialist Party ran a Friday lunch-time 
campaign stall outside Exeter Col-
lege. We got lots of interest, ran out of 
leaflets and youth charters, and met 
two people interested in joining. We 
also got the support of a worker on 
the nearby construction site.
DuNcAN AND TOM
Devon SocialiSt party

●Waltham Cross
When the Socialist Party was cam-
paigning in Waltham Cross in Hert-
fordshire - for a 15% pay rise for the 
NHS and to reject the public sec-
tor pay freeze - we heard somebody 
turn to their friend and say: “It seems 
there are a lot of socialists around 
here these days.”
IAN PATTISON
north lonDon SocialiSt party

SUBSCRIBE TO
theSocialist

socialistparty.org.uk/
subscribe

or call 020 8988 
8777

Socialism 2020 feedback

●I left Socialism 
2020 proud to be 
a Socialist Party 
member
Being a socialist in a country that has 
been run by a corrupt capitalist system 
can be an isolating experience. It’s not 
just the frequent attacks from the me-
dia and the ruling elite that are hard to 
endure, but the constant calls of “Tory 
enabler”, etc, from people who are also 
appalled by the state we find ourselves 
in. 

When I joined the Socialist Party back 
in March, I was hoping to find a group 
of like-minded people who would work 
tirelessly to achieve what many believe 
is impossible - an end to capitalism and 
a democratic form of government that 
actually works for us and not against 
us. From my first Zoom meeting in Bris-
tol South branch, I have found that and 
so much more. A party full of intelligent, 
passionate people from all walks of life. 
People that are fighting together for all 
of us, and who will not rest until we see 
a new party, a workers’ party, that forces 
capitalism to lay down and die.

Since then I have been proud to be 
part of a group of socialists who have 
opened the Dorset branch of the party. 
We have done paper sales and seen the 
party grow in numbers. Socialism 2020 
was my first party national event, and I 
leave it proud to be socialist, a Marxist 
and a party member.

Highlights for me were; Hannah’s 
(Socialist Party general secretary) pas-
sionate and eloquent clarion call on the 
Saturday night rally, and also the many, 
too many to name, workshops which in-
formed and united us further. I am not 
ashamed to admit that Niall’s lead off 
on fascism led to a change of view for 
me, and I believe that admitting gaps in 
our experience and knowledge is not a 
weakness but a strength.

We face troubling times and 2021 
is set to be no easier, but I believe that 
there has never been a more important 
time to wave the red flag high. Socialism 
is on the march and so are we.
DANIEL WhITE
interim Branch Secretary for DorSet 
Branch

●Your comments
Excellent discussions, with many of the 
right sort of questions being asked around 
organisation, political strategy, conscious-
ness and the issues facing workers on the 
ground. All very comradely from where 
I was perched. Solid introductions. Well 
done!
MAx BAchArAch
hackney (firSt SocialiSm event aS a SocialiSt 
party memBer)

Thanks to all the organisers and speakers 
at the rally and the sessions, who made 
Socialism such a great event. The money 
raised in the finance appeal, and the final 
number of tickets sold were outstanding, 
given the circumstances. It just shows 
that even Covid can’t stop the ideas of 
socialism. 

I found the discussions on women’s lib-
eration, Scotland, South Africa and LGBT 
rights, among others, very interesting. We 
both feel we learnt a lot not just from the 
speakers but also the contributions many 
people made. We even felt comfortable 
to make contributions ourselves and ask 
questions.
chrIS FErNANDEz AND MAgDALENA rEPEL-
FErNANDEz 
DerBy

Socialism 2020 was a chance to analyse 
and discuss different ideas and perspec-
tives, with a wide array of topics to choose 
from. 

The last discussion I attended was my 
favourite of the whole event. Weizmann 
Hamilton from South Africa, showing the 
international character of the event, gave 
an incredibly inspiring and moving descrip-
tion of struggles that have taken place, 
and that continue to be fought in South 
Africa, where the problems of everyday life 
under capitalism are tremendously acute.

All in all, Socialism 2020 gave me a 
greater understanding of the Marxist ap-
proach that the Socialist Party uses when 
dealing with the complex and contradictory 
nature of the world. The event left me with 
a real thirst to explore more socialist ideas.
ArchIE DONOvAN 
Waltham foreSt

My Labour Party membership was my mor-
al compass pacifier. In comparison, my So-
cialist Party membership is like internet 
explorer on steroids. The weekend event 

and workshops have literally blown me 
away. The level of discourse and sharing 
of knowledge and information has been 
truly overwhelming. I have so much to 
learn. 
SONIA LATchFOrD 
reaDing

Though nothing is the same as meeting 
in person, having tried to make it to the 
last few ‘Socialisms’ and not been able 
to, I really enjoyed this year’s event, cats 
and glitches included! All the workshops 
I joined were excellent, and I hope this 
format can be included in coming years 
for those of us who struggle to attend in 
person. 

We are all looking forward to meeting 
up. Thanks to everyone who made So-
cialism 2020 possible.
ELAINE EvANS 
cheSterfielD

I found the weekend really engaging! I 
found the ‘Reading he Communist Mani-
festo’ workshop especially informative. 
I’m at uni at the moment and found 
these Zoom meetings much more en-
gaging than my university ones, maybe 
because I’m more passionate, but also 
they are structured a lot better.

Thank you for all your work,
ALIcE MurrAY 
north lonDon

I joined the Socialist Party just before 
Starmer was elected leader of the La-
bour Party, it has been the most positive 
thing I could have done, and the Bir-
mingham Socialist Party members have 
made me feel welcome and at home. 
Socialism 2020 via Zoom was an excel-
lent event, I look forward to future face-
to-face events.
DAvE rEES
Birmingham north

It’s been great, I went to ‘Trotskyism: 
Revolution Betrayed’ (absolutely ace, 
so much to take in), ‘Broken Britain’ 
and ‘Smash Racism’. Going to catch 
the ones I missed tomorrow on YouTube 
after work. Loving all the shared knowl-
edge, inspiring stuff!
DArYL cLIFFOrD
grimSBy anD Scunthorpe

The Socialist Party hosted Socialism 2020, a series of online workshops and rallies, from 
20-23 November. It brought together over 1,000 socialists to discuss ideas to change the 
world. We print your feedback about the event; a full report can be found by searching 
‘Socialism 2020: Growing search for ideas to change the world’ at socialistparty.org.uk

Watch, like, subscribe
YouTube 
Socialist Party

Wales TUSC plans to mount 
an electoral challenge
DAvE WArrEN
tuSc co-orDinator for South WaleS WeSt

A well-attended and enthusiastic 
meeting to relaunch the Trade Un-
ionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
in Wales took place via Zoom on the 
evening of 30 November.

Former Labour MP Dave Nellist 
outlined the case for TUSC. After a 
decade of austerity, the Tories in-
tend to make workers pay for the 
Covid crisis, and Labour is complicit 
in their plans. He posed the ques-
tion: “What would have happened 
if the 30 Campaign Group Labour 
MPs had resigned the Labour whip 
after Corbyn’s suspension and 
formed an explicitly socialist group 
in parliament?” That could have 
been the catalyst for the growth of a 
new workers’ party. There remains 
a vacuum of working-class political 
representation.

Mark Evans from the local 

government group executive of Uni-
son, speaking in a personal capacity, 
said: “The public sector pay freeze is 
the writing on the wall in terms of the 
intentions of the Tory government to 
make workers pay. But in Wales we 
have been paying for years due to the 
failure of the Welsh Labour govern-
ment to mount any serious opposi-
tion or to provide an alternative.”

Black Lives Matter (BLM) activist 
Cammilla Mngaza said she had seen 
how socialists had shown solidar-
ity at every BLM protest. She said we 
need a socialist voice for all the work-
ing class to unite us not divide us. 
Charlie Wells from Socialist Students 
spoke of the exploitation of young 
people and demanded decent jobs 
with a minimum wage of at least £12 
per hour and an end to tuition fees.

There was no disagreement on 
the need for TUSC to mount a chal-
lenge in the elections for the Senedd 
(Welsh Parliament) in May next year. 

The Welsh Government has acted 
in the same way as Labour councils 
throughout Britain, meekly passing 
on the Tory cuts. At the same time, 
Labour and Plaid Cymru controlled 
councils have implemented cuts, 
with Labour councils blaming the 
Tories, and Plaid Cymru blaming the 
Welsh Labour government.

The meeting agreed to set up a 
steering committee for TUSC in 
Wales to set out and implement a 
campaign plan for the Senedd elec-
tions. The meeting ended with an 
appeal for potential candidates and 
steering committee members to 
come forward.

BLM campaigner Andrew Ogun 
summed up the mood of the meeting 
when he said that “in a society where 
the question of whether children 
should have free school meals or go 
hungry actually needs to be debated, 
no-one can afford to be apolitical 
anymore.”

Rent strikers’ victory in 
Manchester student halls

MADDY STEEDS
mancheSter anD SalforD SocialiSt party

Students at the University of Man-
chester have successfully won a 30% 
refund of their rent for the term fol-
lowing 14 days of action. The stu-
dents began occupying the halls 
of residence on the 12 November, 
with the demand of a 40% reduc-
tion in rent. Fifteen students were 
involved in the occupation, and 
received an outpouring of support 
from other students and the workers’ 
movement.

The occupation followed multiple 
protests of students after the univer-
sity management erected barriers 
around the student halls. The anger 
towards the university management 
was further increased after a halls 
resident was stopped by security in 
an incident of racial profiling.

The University of Manchester ini-
tially offered a reduction of 20% in 
rent for the rest of the semester, but 
the students held firm on their de-
mand for more. The 30% reduction 
agreed upon by the management rep-
resents a pay-out of between £600-900 
per resident, which the university says 
will cost £4 million. We celebrate the 
students’ victory in winning their rent 
reduction and demand that the £4 
million must not come from further 
cuts to lecturers and support staff.

Since the start of the pandemic, 
universities feared that loss of fees 
income, particularly from high fee-
paying international students that 
could delay attendance. The Uni-
versity of Manchester, with a high 
proportion of international students, 
reacted to this by asking staff to enter 
into voluntary redundancy. Further 
to this, research budgets have been 
cut, and money to publish work in 
journals and at conferences has been 
reduced. 

confidence grows
Despite the successful protests this 
semester, as it stands, the 30% refund 
only applied to first semester rents. 
Students will go back to paying huge 
amounts that most maintenance 
loans do not cover. More rent strikes 
are planned for next term, and are 
developing at other universities. The 
Manchester victory will give confi-
dence to thousands of others.

We call for a reduction in rents 
of student accommodation per-
manently, and for rent caps to be 
decided by elected democratic com-
mittees involving students. Students 
should get a genuine living grant. 
Socialist Students argues that rent 
should be capped at 25% of this. All 
of this needs to be linked to the de-
mands for staff and student safety, 
and for free education for all.

AMNON cOhEN
north lonDon SocialiSt party

63 people attended a public meeting 
on the Spycops undercover policing 
scandal, organised by Hornsey and 
Wood Green Labour Party in protest 
at the abstention of right-wing La-
bour MPs on the Covert Human In-
telligence Sources (CHIS) bill.

Workers spoke about being black-
listed for many years due to politi-
cal and trade union activity, and two 
women spoke about being deceived 
into intimate relationships by un-
dercover police officers. The CHIS 
bill will mean that, when undercover 
police officers engage in illegal activ-
ity like this in the future, they will be 

immune from prosecution. This is 
why it is utterly disgraceful that La-
bour MPs were instructed to abstain 
on the vote in parliament and only 34 
voted against. 

The chair refused to take ques-
tions on the role of the local MP who 
abstained on the bill, and the need 
to introduce mandatory reselection. 
But John Dunn, from Orgreave Truth 
and Justice campaign explained the 
need for the Labour Party to grow a 
spine and oppose the government 
on this issue. Socialist Party member 
and core participant in the Spycops 
enquiry Lois Austin managed to force 
her way into the meeting, despite the 
reluctance of the chair. She gave the 
meeting some much needed political 

context, explaining the role of the 
state in attacking the left and how the 
labour movement needed to organise 
to counter these measures. 

No contributions from the floor 
were allowed at the meeting. People 
were allowed to submit written ques-
tions as messages to the chair. The 
undemocratic way that the meeting 
was organised contrasted with Social-
ism 2020 (see opposite), where par-
ticipants were encouraged to make 
rounded-out contributions from the 
floor. The meeting demonstrated that 
the Labour Party is not  now a demo-
cratic forum in which to discuss how 
to defend workers’ rights or defend us 
from police repression. This will re-
quire a new party of the working class.

Labour meeting lets MP get away with ‘Spycops’ abstention

devon SocialiSt Party

Socialist Party members visiting the occupation  mancheSter and Salford SocialiSt Party

TUSC lobbying the Welsh parliament in 2015  SocialiSt Party waleS

Photo coPS camPaign
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TV: The Social Dilemma
Online ads, screen addiction and fake news – technology under capitalism
Joe Fathallah
Cardiff East soCialist Party

t
he Social Dilemma is a film 
recently produced by Netflix, 
exploring the impact of social 
media on society. The film is 
hybrid between a drama and a 

documentary; it includes interviews 
with industry and ex-industry fig-
ures intertwined with scenes played 
out by actors, depicting a teenage 
boy named Ben falling prey to the 
manipulation of the supercomputer 
algorithms.

Many of those interviewed were 
involved in the initial development 
of today’s social media platforms. In 
the search for a profitable business 
model, they stumbled across the idea 
of selling online advertising space. In 
order to give their product an edge 
over competitors, machine learn-
ing technologies were developed 
to process huge quantities of user 
behaviour data, and figure out what 
personalised content to feed to those 
users, in order to keep them online 
for longer.

Machine learning means that the 
computer improves its own algo-
rithms based on the experience of 
past results. So, if you post pictures 
of your hamsters, the computer 
recognises them and gives you ad-
verts for hamster food. If you click 
on these and generate advertising 
revenue, it sends you more related 
adverts. 

Artificial intelligence technology is 
at the stage now where it works out 
the most effective ways to achieve a 
human-defined goal. It doesn’t yet 
have the capability to pass any judge-
ment on this goal, or to define its own 
goals. In this case, the goal is simply 
to keep us glued to our devices. The 
film documents the impacts of this 
on the mental health and wellbe-
ing of people, especially the young. 

One of the teenage characters breaks 
open the locked box in which her 
mother had placed her phone, in or-
der to post selfies online. 

Populist politics
The film’s analysis of the impact of 
social media on the political front 
misses the mark somewhat. The rise 
of right-wing populist politicians, 
such as Trump and Bolsonaro, over 
the last decade is a complex process 
and cannot simply be attributed to 
the spread of misinformation on 
social media. These creatures have 
been able to take advantage of a com-
bination of the failure of capitalism 
to provide decent living standards 

for the mass of the population, and 
political vacuums existing on the left.

The tech gurus interviewed in the 
film, while well-meaning and genu-
inely attempting to ‘clean up their 
own mess’, are incapable of imagining 
any way of organising society other 
than capitalism. Therefore to them, 
the rise of political forces outside the 
boundaries of ‘normal’ western-style 
liberalism must be some sort of aber-
ration caused by the proliferation of 
‘fake news’.

Back in the real world, people’s 
views and ideas are formed largely on 
the basis of their experience in soci-
ety. There’s an urgent need to rebuild 
mass working-class political parties 

and trade unions, fighting on the 
bread-and-butter demands of decent 
jobs, pay, healthcare, education, and 
so on. In the past, such organisations 
provided a counter weight to the 
propaganda of the right-wing print 
media, and could play the same role 
in this new period of online media.

The Silicon Valley giants need to be 
nationalised under the democratic 
control of tech workers, engineers and 
representatives of the wider working 
class, in order to redefine the goals of 
the technology to benefit society, with 
mutual sharing of information and 
experiences, and establishing con-
nections, rather than simply manipu-
lating us into viewing advertising. 

The potential of information tech-
nology freed from the shackles of 
capitalism has no limits. Today I can 
press a few buttons on my phone, 
and food arrives at the door. But 
imagine using machine learning al-
gorithms to predict food purchasing 
patterns, and making sure all shops 
are fully stocked with everything we 
want to eat? These kinds of devel-
opments will be possible under a 
socialist planned economy, which 
harnesses new technologies for the 
benefit of the whole of society, rather 
than the profits of a tiny minority. 

 ● ‘The Social Dilemma’ can be 
viewed on Netflix

Fast fashion, big profits, low pay
lamley amoako-atta
WEst london soCialist Party

It’s estimated that the fashion indus-
try is worth £2 trillion globally and 
brings £30 billion a year in revenue to 
the UK. Yet garment workers are paid 
a pittance in comparison to what the 
big bosses are paying themselves and 
their shareholders. Despite countless 
initiatives adopted by big corporate 
brands to be more ‘ethical’, garment 
workers are still being treated unfair-
ly by exploitative bosses. 

Over the last decade or so, there 
has been a real growth in cheap and 
easily accessible design-inspired 
frocks to the public. The segment of 
the fashion industry dubbed ‘Fast 
Fashion’ is a highly profitable busi-
ness model, established by copying 
catwalk trends, and mass producing 
them at low cost. 

Factories across many of the 
world’s poorest countries produce 
clothing for the UK. Workers in these 

industries struggle to survive on low 
wages, with long hours, and in unsafe 
working conditions. Bangladeshi gar-
ment workers are the world’s worst 
paid, typically getting £25 a month, 
way below the £45 a month needed 
for shelter, food and education. 

Factories in Leicester linked to 
Boohoo were found to be harbour-
ing sweatshops and paying their 
employees £3.40 an hour, way be-
low the minimum wage of £8.72. 
Meanwhile, Boohoo’s executives 
have seen the company’s share price 
skyrocket. 

Sweatshops are not a new phe-
nomenon in Britain; Friedrich En-
gels wrote about this in his book 
“The condition of the working class 
in England”, published in 1844 (See 
p14). Despite this book being pub-
lished over one hundred years ago, 
little has changed. Workers are still 
being exploited and the only thing 
that has ‘changed’ is that the ruling 
class has found new ways to make it 

look like they are trying their best to 
be ‘fair’. 

Capitalism is the reason garment 
workers were, and still are, being 
treated unfairly. It’s the reason why 
the Rana Plaza garment factory col-
lapse happened in 2013, killing 1,134 
people, and the reason why children 
are making our clothes. Garment 
workers need to be treated fairly, that 
means a living wage, access to health-
care, sick pay, maternity and paternity 
leave, and safety in the workplace. 
This means workers getting organised 
in trade unions, in Britain and inter-
nationally, to fight for their rights. 

As long as these factories continue 
to be owned by individuals seeking 
increasing profits, exploitation of 
workers will continue. We need to 
make the demand that the workers’ 
themselves own and control the in-
dustry by nationalising the factories 
under democratic workers’ control 
and management as part of a social-
ist planned economy.

The SOcialiST inbOx

DO yOu have SOmeThing TO Say?
 ● Send your news, views and criticism, in not more 

than 150 words, to editors@socialistparty.org.uk - or 
if you’re not online, PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

 ● We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters. 
For legal reasons, we need your full name, address 
and phone number - but confidentiality will be 
respected if requested

●Rich Rishi’s crony 
capitalism
So, Rishi ‘Rich’ Sunak has warned us 
that, post-pandemic, we are all in for a 
rough ride. It’s predicted that the eco-
nomic decline, which was on the cards 
even before the pandemic, will be the 
worst in 300 years. 

Unemployment is expected to reach 
2.6 million, and this won’t include those 
on casual contracts, who struggle on just 
a few hours a week. 

Amidst this economic crisis, Sunak 

Diego maradona –  
Working-class rebel, football genius
lenny Shail
Birmingham soCialist Party

Diego Maradona, the greatest foot-
baller the world has ever seen, sadly 
passed away aged 60 last week. 

Football is rooted in, and inter-
connected to the working class. It 
is a physical, artistic expression of 
the conditions, history and devel-
opment of the working class. Diego 
embodied and expressed this to lev-
els of indescribable brilliance and 
beauty.

Diego played football like a super-
human, and did things that no other 
human could do, but remained hu-
man and ordinary in so many other 
ways. He had flaws and demons, but 
drew the admiration and love from 
ordinary people in every corner of 

the planet because he was one of 
them and never forgot it.

Born in the slums of Buenos Aires, 
Diego grew up in unimaginable pov-
erty. For much of his early life, and 
later on the pitch, he suffered racist 
abuse for his indigenous heritage. 

Throughout his life Diego was natu-
rally drawn to the oppressed, down-
trodden and poor. He had his greatest 
domestic success at Napoli, a fairly 
poor, unsuccessful Italian side. The 
much poorer Neapolitan fans suffered 
horrendous abuse from fans of richer 
northern teams. That only drove Die-
go to lead Napoli to their first and only 
Serie A titles in 1987 and 1990, as well 
as the Uefa Cup and Italian Cup. 

In 1986 he inspired a relatively 
average Argentinian team to World 
Cup victory. His mesmerizing perfor-
mance against England in the quarter 

final, where Diego scored probably 
the greatest goal in history, again was 
more than just a game. For Diego, it 
was less to do with the Falklands war, 
as is often talked of, and more about 
victory over the old colonial power. 

Diego was hated by the establish-
ment and didn’t limit his rebellious 
nature to the football field. He was a 
vocal supporter of Cuba and other, 
albeit limited, leftist movements 
and governments in Latin America 
like Hugo Chávez in Venezuela and 
Evo Morales in Bolivia. He spoke 
out for the Palestinian masses, and 
against western imperialist wars and 
injustices.

For a person of such personal geni-
us and skill, Diego did everything in 
football for his team and for his class. 
He always wanted to rise with them, 
never above them. 

says he can’t justify an across-the-board 
pay increase for public sector workers. For 
key workers, who have stepped up during 
the pandemic, including education work-
ers, behind-the-scenes NHS workers, fire-
fighters, civil servants, etc, this is a kick in 
the teeth. 

Even Johnson and Sunak’s promise of 
free courses for workers who lose their 
jobs is worthless if there are no jobs avail-
able at the end of the training. It will, how-
ever, be useful for the Tories as it will take 
those retraining off the unemployment 
figures. 

Sunak is attempting to use divide and 
rule tactics. He wants to set private sector 

workers against those in the public sector, 
young against old, etc. But remember, the 
real divide in society is the class divide, 
and the Tories are certainly looking after 
their mates. 

Companies with links to the Tories have 
‘won’ £1.5 billion worth of NHS contracts. 
This included a firm set up by a Tory coun-
cillor being given a £156 million contract 
for PPE. 

And although Tories purport to love 
the free market, other firms weren’t able 
to compete for such contracts, because 
the government had a clause that sus-
pends normal tender procedures - crony 
capitalism! 

The Rishi ‘Rich’ of the world are getting 
richer. The vast majority of us are expect-
ed to pay the price. 

This isn’t just a case of the Tories being 
rotten to the core, it is the system of capi-
talism that is thoroughly rotten. 
elaine BrunSkill
tynE and WEar soCialist Party

●unsafe, under-
funded schools
My school’s budget is going down the plug 
hole as more money is poured into extra 
cleaners and staff to maintain bubble 
restrictions. Following the new lockdown, 
management awaited new guidelines 
from the government on new restrictions. 
None came, and neither did any financial 
support. Because of staff sickness, I was 
responsible as a 1:1 for two boys with 
autism, which meant I couldn’t social dis-
tance. An extra member of staff was not a 
financially viable option. 

Schools need more money, and they 
should run on a rota basis to lessen 
stress on staff. The stress among staff 
carrying on through a lockdown, espe-
cially those with families, has begun to 
show over the last few weeks. Staff ques-
tion why we are still open or not operating 
on a ratio basis, why we are not receiving 
more funding as staff isolation increases.

Our capitalist government has used sci-
entists’ reports to create guidelines which 
are dubious at best, and show no regard 
or value to school staff that are vulnerable 
to mental stress.
a School worker
Waltham forEst

●mass campaign 
needed to save the 
environment
Extinction Rebellion (XR) has launched 
its latest initiative “XR Money Rebellion”, 
which encourages members and sup-
porters to commit “financial civil disobe-
dience”. XR argues that taking out large 
mortgages, loans and extending overdrafts 
with no intention of paying them back is an 
attempt at “economic sabotage”. 

The poll tax campaign of the late 80s  
early 90s showed that mass non-payment 
campaigns can be effective, what’s miss-
ing from the middle-class leadership of XR 
is the understanding that it’s the ‘mass’ 
in ‘mass non-payment campaign’ that is 
crucial! During the poll tax campaign we, 
as Militant, organised mass meetings, 
canvassed door-to-door, built support and 
mobilised millions to participate. 

XR does not have this sort of mass 
support and has no intention of building 

it. Anyone who is to sign up and follow 
through on defaulting on loans, as part 
of a relatively small number, will do so 
at serious financial and legal risk, risks 
that are more pressing for working-class 
supporters. 
Gareth Bromhall
sWansEa and WEst WalEs soCialist Party 

●Rayner joins the 
witch-hunt
With one breath Angela Rayner threat-
ens to suspend thousands of Corbyn-
supporting current members of Labour. 
With another, Keir Starmer welcomes 
back the saboteurs who stood against 
the party while Corbyn was leader. It 
couldn’t be clearer that the door is shut 
for socialists. Better to build something 
new than to leave only big-business par-
ties in the field.
roSS SaunderS
Cardiff soCialist Party

Wolfgang lonien /CC

Cadaverexquisito/CC

fibonaCCi blue/CC

Campaigning for mass non-payment of the poll tax  militant
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D
espite Ethiopian prime min-
ister Abiy Ahmed’s 29 No-
vember claim that federal 
forces had “completed and 
ceased military operations 

in the Tigray region”, there can be no 
certainty that the fighting that started 
three-and-a-half weeks earlier is re-
ally over.

With disputed claims over who 
controls what, there is the possibility 
that the fighting will continue into a 
new stage. The threat of a prolonged 
conflict, which could threaten Ethio-
pia’s future and have regional reper-
cussions, has not disappeared.

The fighting, began on 4 Novem-
ber when central government forces 
launched an offensive against the 
Tigray Peoples’ Liberation Front 
(TPLF) after accusing them of raid-
ing a federal military base. It is root-
ed in Ethiopia’s history, both recent 
and decades-old.

the Derg
The TPLF played a key role in the 
1991 overthrow of the Stalinist-
inclined regime established by the 
Derg (military junta) in 1974. It then 
went on to effectively rule Ethiopia 
until mass protests forced it from 
exclusive power in early 2018. Nev-
ertheless, just before the recent fight-
ing, Tigrayans, who make up just 6% 
of Ethiopia’s 112 million population, 
reportedly made up over half the fed-
eral military forces.

The TPLF-led Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF) government oversaw eco-
nomic growth in the country, partly 
following the Chinese model of the 
state playing an important econom-
ic role in developing its capitalist 
economy. 

With Chinese assistance, the Ethi-
opian economy grew at an average 
9.8% a year from 2008-09 to 2018-
19, one of the world’s fastest rates. 
But the fruits of this growth largely 
benefited a small elite, especially in 
the capital Addis Ababa and parts of 
Tigray, causing resentment in other 
regions. Despite this growth, 24% of 
Ethiopians still live below the official 
poverty line. 

The domination of the TPLF and 
wealth disparity fuelled ethno-lin-
guistic tensions and led, finally, to 
widespread opposition against what 
was seen as minority rule.

Ethiopia itself is a multi-ethnic 
state. Partly this reflects the expan-
sion of Ethiopia in the late nine-
teenth century that saw the then 
ruling, largely Amharic, elite brutally 
conquer and incorporate neighbour-
ing territories and populations. 

This is the background to the cur-
rent, 1994, constitution which speaks 
of the “nations, nationalities and 
peoples of Ethiopia”. This document 
organised the country in nine ethni-
cally based regional states, two self-
governing cities (Addis Ababa and 
Dire Dawa), while formally granting 
equal rights to over 80 languages, 

including autonomy and the theo-
retical right to secede. 

But rather than solving the nation-
al question in Ethiopia, this constitu-
tion and the realities of life in class 
society under capitalism prepared 
the way for a deepening of divisions.

This policy, called ‘ethnic feder-
alism’, commented the New York 
Times, “unleashed a struggle for su-
premacy among the Big Three: the 
Tigray, the Amhara and the Oromo. 
Although the ruling EPRDF is a coa-
lition of four parties, the Tigray Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front, representing 
the Tigray minority, has been in the 
driving seat since the 1991 revolu-
tion. The Amhara, dominant before 
1991, and the Oromo, the largest eth-
nic group in the country, complained 
they were being treated as subordi-
nate minorities”.

The revolt which finally broke 
TPLF rule began in the Oromia re-
gion in 2015 and led to huge, sus-
tained protests. These resulted in the 
TPLF handing over the prime minis-
tership to Abiy Ahmed in April 2018, 
in the hope that he would stabilise 
the situation. 

Abiy, the first Oromo to hold the 
position, previously worked in the 
security apparatus. However, his 
grouping soon began to sideline Ti-
grayan leaders and pursue a more 
centralising course, part of which 
was transforming the EPRDF coali-
tion into one, self-proclaimed, pan-
Ethiopian body, the Prosperity Party.

These steps soon ran into opposi-
tion with regional leaders, includ-
ing from some within Oromia, who 
feared that this course would weaken 
their say and strengthen central rule.

The once all-powerful TPLF re-
treated to Tigray, which they ruled as 
a de facto autonomous state. As rela-
tions worsened, the region held its 
own unilateral elections in Septem-
ber 2020. This was after the federal 
government postponed, indefinitely 
at first, the general election sched-
uled for August on the grounds of the 
Covid pandemic. In response, the 
federal government started to with-
hold funds from Tigray.

Abiy himself has not consolidated 
his position and faces rival group-
ings. He lacks a base in Amhara, the 
transitional base of Ethiopian power. 
Abiy also faces opposition in his 

native Oromia, particularly follow-
ing the arrest of Oromo opposition-
ist Jawar Mohammed on terrorism 
and other charges. This was after the 
widespread protests and riots follow-
ing the June assassination of popular 
Oromo musician, and sometimes 
Abiy critic, Hachalu Hundessa.

other clashes
The increase in clashes and violence 
has been seen in other areas. Al-
ready, before the battles in Tigray, 
1.8 million Ethiopians had been in-
ternally displaced as a result of local 
conflicts. 

In November, as well as the fight-
ing in Tigray, there were other local 
massacres. In Benishangul-Gumuz, 
gunmen killed at least 34 civilians in 
what opposition politicians claim is 
part of a targeted campaign by Gu-
muz militias against ethnic Amhara 
and Agew. 

In West Wellega Zone, Oromo na-
tionalist militias reportedly killed 54 
ethnic Amhara, and the Oromia gov-
ernment accused the TPLF of sup-
porting the rebel militias. 

In several other areas, and particu-
larly along regional borders - such as 
along the Afar-Somali, Oromia-So-
mali and Tigray-Amhara boundaries 
- there have been repeated clashes in 
recent years.

With the exact course of the Tigray 
fighting unclear, comparisons are 

being made with the breakup of Yu-
goslavia in the late 1980s and early 
1990s - but with an added regional 
effect. 

The last 50 years have seen differ-
ent wars over Ethiopia’s borders. A 
legacy of this past is that, currently, 
the Ethiopian government is being 
supported by the Eritrean regime. 
This regime, despite having once 
been an ally of the TPLF, fought a vi-
cious border war with the then TPLF-
led Ethiopian regime between 1998 
and 2000. 

There are also possible future con-
flicts over the impact of the Grand 
Renaissance Dam on the Nile’s water 
levels in Sudan and Egypt, with Don-
ald Trump suggesting Egypt may 
bomb the dam if agreement is not 
reached! 

Western imperialist inter-
ests fear that the situation 
could spiral into a wider 
conflict, and are urging 
caution. But these sorts 
of conflicts are rooted 
within capitalism, and 
sharpened by the ab-
sence of any independent 
working-class force. A 
force that can act to both 
defend democratic rights, 
including the right to self-
determination, while striving 
to unify working people and the 
poor in common struggle. 

Such a common struggle should 
be based both on winning immedi-
ate improvements in workers’ lives 
and building a movement that can 
replace capitalism and its attendant 
rule of elites. 

Given the history of the Derg’s 
rule, the workers’ movement would 
need to make clear that it bases itself 
on nationalising the commanding 
heights of the economy and demo-
cratically planning the country’s 
resources. In today’s Africa, such a 
movement would get a wide echo 
from the masses looking to escape 
capitalist crises and the rule of com-
peting elites.

Conflict in Ethiopia: ethnic-linguistic divisions 
are the historical product of capitalist inequality

Western imperialist 
interests fear that the 
situation could spiral 
into a wider conflict, and 
are urging caution. but 
these sorts of conflicts 
are rooted within 
capitalism...

Map of Ethiopia (located in the Horn of Africa) showing its multi-ethnic regional breakdown image NordNordWest/CC
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“Insufficient satisfaction of the vital 
needs is what prepares the frame for 
contagion and epidemic”, states Frie-
drich Engels’ book, The Condition 
of the Working Class in England. It 
might be confusing language, but it’s 
extremely eye-opening.

In a book written all the way 
back in 1845, the link is made be-
tween the poor living standards of 
the working class, poor health, and 
the easy spread of sickness and dis-
ease. Cholera, typhus, and smallpox 
repeatedly flared up in towns and 
cities.

A fever ravages through London 
thanks, in part, to “ill-built, ill-kept 
streets”. Who would have thought 
such a book would hit so close to 
home today?

Another similarity is the discus-
sion on air pollution. There is lots 
of talk today about levels of air pol-
lution in big cities, but Engels was 
writing on the same subject over 170 
years ago, and especially the impact 
on children’s health.

These consequences of capitalism 
are not new. They continue to have a 
very real impact on people’s health 
- the worst is faced by the poorest in 
society.

Difference today
There are clearly big differences be-
tween how most working-class peo-
ple in Britain lived in the 19th century 
compared to today. Huge numbers of 
people without shoes, houses with-
out furniture, instead piles of hay in 
the corner to act as a bed for whole 
families, families forced to break up 
chairs for fires to keep warm.

Sewage lined the streets and peo-
ple ate rotting meat or starved. Ex-
tremely limited, if any, access to 
healthcare meant people died from 
preventable illnesses. Many children 
died before their first birthday.

Even by the 1895 edition of the 
book, working-class conditions had 
changed drastically. Over the fol-
lowing decades, technological, eco-
nomic, and medical development 
- combined with the willingness of 
the working class to struggle - pulled 
people out of these conditions, in the 
main.

Sick pay, the NHS, weekends, 
and the welfare state were either 
won through battles with the bosses 
and government, or were granted 
through fear of mass revolt. 

But extreme poverty hasn’t been 
eradicated, even in the richest econ-
omies in the world. Billions of people 
live in appalling conditions globally. 
One in three people don’t have ac-
cess to safe drinking water.

Horrific cases such as Mercy Ba-
guma starving to death in her Glas-
gow home, with her malnourished 
baby beside her, should not happen. 
In 2018, 600 homeless people died on 
the streets.

Since 2010, cuts to health and 

Review: FRiedRich engels - 
condition oF the woRking class in england
Young Engels catalogued poverty to make case to end capitalism

social care have been linked to 
120,000 deaths. On top of that, we 
have had the pandemic - where the 
poorest areas have seen the highest 
death rates.

Engels said: “The fury of the plague 
has fallen almost exclusively on the 
working class”, and the same is true 
today. Keyworkers, such as bus driv-
ers, have seen deaths around three 
times the average. 

Alongside poor living standards 
and overcrowding allowing disease 
to flourish, Engels assesses in detail 
the long-term health impact of pov-
erty wages. The impact on people’s 
height, development and health are 
all covered.

Many people couldn’t work much 
past 45, because they worked such 
long hours on a poor diet. From 
the East End of London to northern 
towns, squalid living conditions are 
exposed. 

There was so much sickness and 
disease that ‘sanitary police’ were in-
troduced. But even if they closed and 
cleaned possible areas of outbreak, 
it couldn’t solve the huge problems 
of poverty, overcrowding and lack of 
healthcare.  

Compiled by Engels when he was 
just 24 years old, the book doesn’t 
read as a manifesto. This piece of 
work is a thorough catalogue of the 
poverty that existed at the time, rath-
er than a programme for workers to 
organise around.

His programme
Of course, Engels still points to the 
wealth and resources that could be 
used to alleviate poverty.  Condemn-
ing the “social murder” committed 
by the ruling class - allowing workers 
to live in such poverty while the rich 
get richer - he said that the only real 
solution is to “surrender the admin-
istration of the common interests to 
the labouring class”.

There could have been several 
reasons Engels thought this intense 
study of the living conditions in Brit-
ain would be useful. The industrial 
revolution produced a classic exam-
ple of the development of industry 
and a growing working class, which 
Engels highlights.

This book exposed the dire living 
conditions of working people in the 
most advanced capitalist country at 
that time. It’s a lesson for the working 
class that a struggle against capital-
ism is needed to change our living 
conditions.

Engels was utterly disgusted at the 
conditions people were being forced 
to live, and totally inspired by the 
resilience and solidarity of working-
class people.

 ● Read the first in our series 
‘Friedrich Engels: A revolutionary 
who played a pivotal role in the 
development of socialism’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk

T
he second in our series on 
socialist pioneer Friedrich 
Engels, on the 200th anni-
versary of his birth. Social-
ist Party national committee 
member Helen Pattison re-

views one of the first books he wrote.
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A SOCIALIST RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC CRISIS 
▶▶▶ socialistparty.org.uk/coronavirus

WHAT WE STAND FOR: THE SOCIALIST PARTY’S MAIN DEMANDS 
▶▶▶ see column on p3

MAggIE FRICkER
NHS worker, SoutHamptoN SocialiSt party

E
veryone on shift feels the To-
ries have been an unmitigated 
disaster in their handling of 
the pandemic, whatever they 
voted in the general election. 

“No shit Sherlock” was the re-
sponse to Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s 
‘our health emergency is not yet 
over’ statement. What an under-
statement! We are beyond angry 
with the Tories. Extra money? Do 
they think we are stupid? What they 

are promising us is a drop in the 
ocean compared to the eyewatering 
sums they have handed out to their 
big business friends for substandard 
PPE and the like.

They keep telling us lockdown 
and greater restrictions are to help 
the NHS, but they never ask us what 
we need. We don’t have the resourc-
es to make even a tiny dent in wait-
ing lists. 

Unlike Tory nominees who clearly 
have no expertise to run track-and-
trace, or organise distribution of the 
vaccine, it takes at least three years 

to train nurses and other health pro-
fessionals. And it is staff that we are 
desperately short of. Many of us fear 
seeing our families at Christmas - 
we know what Covid looks like and, 
even if we don’t get it badly, we just 
can’t cope with large-scale sickness 
come January.

It’s pretty obvious that the Tories 
hope we’ll accept a tiny pay rise, be-
cause no one else is getting one. And 
it doesn’t help that the chair of the 
NHS unions, Sara Gorton, begs Bo-
ris Johnson to “show he has a heart 
with a pay rise before Christmas”. We 

stand together with all key workers, 
not to beg but to demand action to 
secure the pay rise we all deserve.

The Socialist Party demands:
 ● An immediate 15% pay rise for 

all health and care staff, including 
those in privatised sectors. A 
minimum wage of £12 an hour - 
£15 in London. Scrap zero-hour 
contracts immediately

 ● Reverse all privatisation and 
cancel PFI debts. For a fully 
nationalised and publicly funded 
NHS and social care sector, with full 

collective bargaining and national 
terms and conditions

 ● For a mass hiring programme. 
Bring outsourced workers back 
in-house and on a permanent 
contract. Reinstate student 
bursaries, and scrap all tuition fees 
and debts

 ● Scrap prescription charges in 
England, dental charges and all 
health charges

 ● A socialist NHS - democratically 
run by elected and accountable 
committees, including service 
workers and users

NHS: UNderfUNded, 
UNderStaffed, 
UNderpaid

We demaNd 
actioN NoW
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