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Tom Baldwin
SocialiSt Party and tUSc BriStol mayoral candidate

The Tories’ Police, Crime, Courts 
and Sentencing Bill has sparked 
determined ‘Kill the Bill’ 

demonstrations across the country. 
This draconian law was put forward 
explicitly to tackle peaceful protests 
and gives enormous power to the 
police to ban them. Protesters could 
face ten-year sentences just for 
‘annoying’ people! 

Even the ex-police chief of Durham has warned that the 
bill would mean moving towards “paramilitary policing” and 
that government ministers are “flexing their muscles via their 
police forces” similar to repressive regimes elsewhere in the 
world.

The Covid-sparked capitalist crisis means workers face a 
wave of job losses and attacks on pay and conditions, as well 
as a fresh round of austerity. This government of the bosses 
is beefing up police powers in preparation for the resulting 
struggles.

One of the biggest recent protests was in Bristol, where 
thousands turned out to peacefully oppose the bill. Once most 
protesters had left it was violently attacked by police. Vans 
were driven into the crowd and police deployed horses, dogs, 
pepper spray and batons against protesters. This provoked a 
response from sections of the crowd. 

Mainstream press coverage has been very one-sided, trying 
to paint protesters as thugs and ignoring the police provoca-
tion. Claims that police suffered broken bones were retracted 
but only after they’d made the headlines. On Tuesday 23 and 
Friday 26 March police also violently cleared peaceful protest-
ers from the streets.

Tory politicians have hypocritically condemned protesters 
while still pushing to curtail peaceful protest. Bristol’s Labour 
mayor Marvin Rees has joined the one-sided condemnation of 
demonstrators. Incredibly, he claimed the police are “manag-
ing protests well and with sensitivity”! 

In capitalist society the police form part of a state apparatus 
that is used to defend the unequal profit system and the rule 
of the rich and powerful. They have a long record of attack-
ing and disrupting protest movements, including using agents 
provocateurs to incite violence. As well as campaigning to de-
fend the right to peaceful protest and for the policing bill to be 
scrapped, we call for democratic working-class and commu-
nity control of policing and public safety. 

The new bill won’t stop protests, such is the anger, especial-
ly among young people, at how this unequal and repressive 
capitalist system is destroying people’s lives. Workers fight-
ing against job losses and ‘fire and rehire’, and health workers 
campaigning for a decent pay rise have already been fined  and 
attacked using Covid restrictions. The police bill will be further 
used to target workers defending their rights and livelihoods. 

The trade unions, which organise millions of workers, need 
to step up and take an active role in the movement to defend 
the right to protest. They have the organised power to co-ordi-
nate the different struggles that are erupting and unite them in 
a mass movement to scrap the bill, defend jobs, end low pay, 
fight austerity and secure democratic control of the police. 

Young people and workers also need a political alternative 
to this capitalist system, defended by all the establishment 
politicians, that has nothing to offer us but inequality, exploi-
tation and repression. 

That is why the Socialist Party will be standing candidates in 
the May elections as part of the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition. This is just one part of our struggle to build a new 
mass party that fights for the interests of workers and young 
people and for a socialist alternative to this rotten capitalist 
system. Join us in that fight. 

Job losses, low pay,  
cuts to services, police violence

for the right 
to protest

Unite  
and  

fight
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Mobilise Liverpool workers to  
defy Tory commissioners and austerity
Alex Smith
LiverpooL SociaLiSt party

“t
here’ll be rats eating 
babies on the streets 
before we do anything 
to help Liverpool”. 
These words were re-

portedly uttered by one of Margaret 
Thatcher’s top civil servants in Liv-
erpool in the mid-1980s, during the 
city’s battle against the Tory govern-
ment, led by Militant – forerunners of 
the Socialist Party.

Now the Tories are coming for 
Liverpool again. Unelected commis-
sioners, appointed by the Tory gov-
ernment, are due to be imposed on 
a city that has not seen a Conserva-
tive-controlled council in 50 years, a 
Conservative MP elected since 1979, 
or a Conservative councillor voted in 
since 1994.

Robert Jenrick, the Tory govern-
ment’s secretary of state responsible 
for local authorities, says these com-
missioners will spend three years in 
the city. They will take responsibility 
for council functions relating to high-
ways, property management and 
regeneration. 

Anti-democratic attack
Jenrick is also reportedly planning 
to change the city’s electoral cycle. 
Under his proposals, from 2023 on-
wards, the number of councillors will 
be reduced in each ward from three 
to one, with elections only every four 
years. These proposals represent a 
blatant attack on democratic rights 
and representation in the city. 

In an echo of the 1980s, Keir 
Starmer’s Labour leadership is effec-
tively supporting these Tory assaults 
on Liverpool. A headline in the Times 
said it all: “Labour to back Whitehall, 
taking over running of Liverpool City 
Council”. Patrick Maguire, writing in 
the same paper, further summed up 
Keir Starmer’s approach: “Labour is 
prepared to risk going the full Kin-
nock on this one”, referring to La-
bour leader Neil Kinnock’s attack on 

Liverpool City Council at the 1985 
Labour Party conference.

Steve Reed, Labour’s shadow sec-
retary for communities and local 
government, claims that the com-
missioners do not represent a ‘Tory 
takeover’, saying: “It’s about the gov-
ernment appointing independent 
people of the highest professional 
standing to help the council improve 
as quickly as possible.”

Just last year, Reed correctly ridi-
culed the Tory government for being 
caught up in an alleged ‘cash-for-
favours scandal’, which involved 
Robert Jenrick overruling officials 
to approve a £1 billion east London 
property development scheme. Yet 
Reed is now trusting Tory scoundrel 
Jenrick to impose “independent peo-
ple of the highest professional stand-
ing” on Liverpool council!

Potential tory takeover
Moreover, Reed’s claim that the com-
missioners do not represent a ‘Tory 
takeover’ is so ridiculous that it does 
not rise above the level of insult. Un-
der Jenrick’s proposals, the unelect-
ed commissioners will have reserve 
powers to take on “executive func-
tions” associated with regeneration, 
highways and property manage-
ment, should democratically elected 
councillors not do as they’re told. If 
that’s not laying the basis for a poten-
tial Tory takeover, what is?

The fact is, both the Tories and 
Keir Starmer’s revived New Labour 
represent the interests of capitalism, 
not the working class of Liverpool. 
The anti-democratic attacks of the 
Tories must be resisted, but so too 
must Liverpool’s right-wing Labour 
councillors who helped to create this 
mess in the first place. Irrespective of 
the truth of the recent corruption al-
legations against the city’s former La-
bour mayor Joe Anderson, it should 
not be forgotten that when pushing 

through Tory cuts to Liverpool coun-
cil’s budget in 2012, he announced: “I 
say this to you, and I make no bones 
about it, that people will die - end of.” 

Years of right-wing Labour coun-
cillors obediently implementing Tory 
council cuts have made Anderson’s 
prediction a reality. In 2017 a scien-
tific study reported that “about 160 
people a year are dying on Mersey-
side due to austerity cuts.” And that 
was before the Covid-19 pandemic. 
These are the worst crimes of Liver-
pool’s Blairites.

There must be a fightback. If coun-
cillors in the city mobilised workers 
against cuts, the Tory government 
and its commissioners could be de-
fied. And since Starmer’s Labour 
is not willing to pursue this fight-
ing strategy, the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) will be 
standing in May’s local elections, 

SOCIALISM TODAY
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The new April edition of Socialism Today 247, includes a major 
article on Liverpool’s 1980s struggle  and an update article, ‘Is 
the Liverpool road still possible?’ 

socialismtoday.org/subscribe  /  020 8988 8777
 ● Paper subscription £3 a month, e-subscription £2.50

including standing Socialist Party 
member Roger Bannister for mayor.

TUSC demands the implementa-
tion of a no-cuts budget in Liverpool. 
This demand is now gaining such 
traction that even six of the city’s 
Labour councillors have written to 
Acting Mayor Wendy Simon, argu-
ing that a detailed no-cuts budget 
proposal, recently moved by TUSC 
supporters through the Liverpool 
Trades Union Council, represents a 
workable strategy for the city council 
to adopt. 

Moreover, Liverpool’s TUSC can-
didates will push for councillors to 
build a campaign - in collaboration 
with trade unions, councillors from 
other local authorities, and com-
munity activists - demanding that 
the Tory government reverse cuts 
in central government funding for 
local councils. And that the govern-
ment must provide relief funding 
for those authorities that have had 
to deplete their reserves, or adopt 
other temporary budget balancing 
measures, to maintain vital public 
services. 

Such a campaign, mobilising the 
working class of Liverpool as was 
done in the 1980s, would be able to 
force the Tory government and its 
commissioners into retreat. It could 
win an important victory for the 
working class of Liverpool, and in-
spire struggle across other cities and 
local authorities to restore a decade 
of lost funding.

there must be a fightback. 
if councillors in the city 
mobilised workers against 
cuts, the tory government 
and its commissioners 
could be defied.

paul mattsson

Liverpool in 1980s
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The Socialist Party fights for 
socialism - a democratic society 
run for the needs of all and not 

the profits of a few. We also oppose 
every cut, fighting in our day-to-day 
campaigning for every possible 
improvement for working-class people. 
The organised working class has the 
potential power to stop the cuts and 
transform society.

As capitalism dominates the globe, 
the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. The Socialist Party is 
part of the Committee for 
a Workers’ International 
(CWI) which organises 
across the world.

Our demands include...

PUBLIC SERVICES 
 ● No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 ● No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, with 
compensation paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 ● Fully fund all services and 
run them under accountable, 
democratic committees that include 
representatives of service workers and 
users.

 ● Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

 ● A socialist NHS to provide for 
everyone’s health needs - free at the 
point of use and under democratic 
control. Kick out private contractors!

 ● Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building 
programme of publicly owned housing, 
on an environmentally sustainable 
basis, to provide good quality homes 
with low rents. 

WORK AND INCOME
 ● Trade union struggle for an 

immediate increase in the minimum 
wage to £12 an hour without 
exemptions as a step towards a real 
living wage of at least £15. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings. Scrap zero-
hour contracts.

 ● All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 ● An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 ● Scrap Universal Credit. For the right 
to decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 ● Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 ● A 35-hour week with no loss of pay. 

ENVIRONMENT
 ● Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 ● Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 ● A democratically planned, low-
fare, publicly owned transport system, 
as part of an overall plan against 
environmental pollution.

RIGHTS
 ● Oppose discrimination on the grounds 

of race, gender, disability, sexuality, age, 
and all other forms of prejudice.

 ● Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 ● Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 ● For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

 ● For the right to vote at 16.

MASS WORKERS’ PARTY 
 ● For a mass workers’ party drawing 

together workers, young people and 
activists from workplace, community, 
environmental, anti-racist and anti-
cuts campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties.

SOCIALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM
 ● No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 ● Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public 
ownership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate the 
British economy, and run them under 
democratic working-class control and 
management. Compensation to be paid 
only on the basis of proven need.

 ● A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of people, and in 
a way that safeguards the environment.

 ● No to the bosses’ neoliberal 
European Union and single market. For 
a socialist Europe and a socialist world!

WHAT WE STAND FOR

Do you agree? Join the fightback!

JOIN THE SOCIALISTS

Help fund the fightback!

DONATE TODAY

● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/join
● or call 020 8988 8777
● or text your name and  
postcode to 07761 818 206
to find out more today!

socialistparty.org.uk 
/donate
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A working-class, anti-cuts challenge  
for the elections in May
The Tory government is hellbent on making 
working-class people pay the bill for Covid. One 
way it plans to do this is with continued cut-
backs to our local services. Politicians from 
Labour, Greens, Lib-Dems, Plaid Cymru and all 
mainstream parties in our local councils, mayoral 
authorities and devolved governments, are set to 
carry out the Tories’ cuts on their behalf - like they 
have done for the last decade.
With the Labour Party firmly in the hands of Keir 
Starmer and the right-wing machine, we need to 
start the process of building a new mass party 

of the working class. As a step towards this, the 
Socialist Party is standing candidates in this 
May’s elections as part of the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC).
TUSC has over 300 candidates lined up to contest 
seats in local authority elections, the Welsh 
Senedd, the Greater London Assembly, and in city 
mayoral contests in Bristol and Liverpool.
Every week the Socialist will carry information on 
the campaigns and candidates in the different 
areas. This week is the turn of London.

 ● Find out more at tusc.org.uk

London: We need socialists into City Hall
Like Keir Starmer, London mayor 
Sadiq Khan has offered no opposi-
tion as London workers have been 
forced into unsafe workplaces, or 
had their pay, terms and conditions 
attacked. In fact, as part of a bailout 
deal for Transport for London, now 
extended for another two months, 
Khan has accepted attacks on Lon-
don’s transport workers. Millions of 
Londoners have recently received 
their new council tax bills, including 
a hike from the mayor’s office.

London needs working-class 
fighters in City Hall, prepared to en-
sure workers don’t pay the bill for 
Covid. That’s why the Socialist Party 
is standing in the Greater London 
Assembly elections in May, as part 
of the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition. TUSC is standing on the 
London list, covering every house-
hold in the city, as well as in three 
constituencies. Below we publish the 
list of candidates and three Socialist 
Party members explain why they are 
standing.

theA everett
“I was born and raised in Lewisham 
and have watched local services get 
cut to the bone by Labour councils, 
good schools become academies, 
council land sold off to private devel-
opers, and over the last ten years I’ve 
seen the rapid gentrification of the 
area I call home. 

“Being a young person in 2021 
means the odds are stacked against 
us - stuck in insecure, low-wage jobs, 
destined to rent for the rest of our 
lives, and saddled with up to £50,000 
of student debt - far more than any 

of us can ever hope to earn in a year. 
Add to that the racism and sexism 
that the mainstream parties make no 
real efforts to fight, and there is plen-
ty to be angry about. 

“But we have to fight - for a city 
we all feel safe in, and for a city that 
belongs to all of us. For genuinely af-
fordable housing, decent jobs, and 
public services. If you felt electrified 
by Corbyn’s politics, and feel that 
society is unfairly rigged in favour of 
the rich and the bosses, who work to 
keep us divided for their own person-
al gain, then support our campaign”

NANcy tAAffe
“I worked for Waltham Forest Librar-
ies from 2000 to 2012. I was elected 
as a shop steward for the union Uni-
son, then as joint-convenor of librar-
ies, later as Unison branch chair with 
over 2,000 members. As library work-
ers we organised to oppose every cut 
to our service. Indeed, so well or-
ganised was our union that we were 
some of the best-paid library workers 
in London.

“The New Labour council hasn’t 
actively fought Tory austerity since 
2010. This has led to mass redundan-
cies in the workforce and my job was 
cut, like thousands of others. This 
didn’t stop me fighting for the library 
service, I was part of the community 
group to defend the old Wood Street 

Library building to keep it for public 
use. Disgracefully, the New Labour 
council have recently bulldozed it. 
They voted to let property develop-
ers build a block of private flats on 
the land. These flats even include 
a ‘poor door’ - a separate lift and 
staircase for those on social rents.” 

ferdy lyoNS
“As a student, young father and hos-
pitality worker, living in London is 
never easy and the pandemic has 
only made things worse. This year 
has been tough for furloughed work-
ers like myself. We have effectively 
taken a 20% pay cut while our living 
costs remained the same. Hospital-
ity workers are entering a period of 
great struggle and I will be at the fore 
- fighting for our health and safety at 
work, and demanding we are paid a 
real living wage.

“With the capital’s rents and living 
costs soaring, young people like me 
are stuck living with our parents or in 
overpriced and overcrowded homes. 
The mayor and Greater London Au-
thority have the power, money and 
space to invest in the development 
of decent social housing that every 
Londoner can afford. Yet time and 
time again they let private develop-
ers build luxury apartment blocks 
that ordinary Londoners can’t afford. 
I’ll be campaigning to change that.”

London list candidates: Nancy Taaffe (also London NE constituency), April Ash-
ley (also Lambeth and Southwark constituency), Lewis Baker, Deji Olayinka, Andy 
Walker (also Redbridge and Havering constituency), Thea Everett, Lawanya Rama-
jeyam, Jack Jeffrey, Marvin Hay, Angharad Hillier, Len Hockey, Lois Austin, Bob Law, 
Rachel Lyon, Naomi Byron, Pete Mason, Ferdy Lyons, Hugo Pierre, Brian Debus, Mira 
Glavardanov, Niall Mullholland, John Viner, Wally Kennedy, Paul Kershaw, Paul Scott

Socialist Party members and TUSC candidates, including Deji Olayinka and Thea Everett, campaigning in South London  london sp



ElEanor DonnE
EssEx socialist Party

T
he Domestic Abuse Bill is now 
in its final stages of debate 
and expected to become law 
in England in April 2021, with 
some parts also applying in 

Wales. 
The backdrop to the parliamen-

tary debate has been what Women’s 
Aid have called a “shadow pandem-
ic” of violence against women and 
girls, with calls and online contact 
to domestic abuse services rocketing 
since March 2020.   

While the bill introduces some 
positive changes in the response of 
the criminal justice and courts sys-
tem to domestic abuse, it is silent 
on the many significant economic 
barriers that women in particular 
face when trying to escape an abu-
sive partner: such as the benefit cap 
and the two-child limit on Universal 
Credit, access to affordable childcare 
and a genuine living wage.   

Women whose immigration status 
doesn’t allow them access to public 
funds are still left relying on charities 
or forced to remain with an abusive 
partner.   

The right to paid leave for employ-
ees facing domestic abuse, which 
was part of Jeremy Corbyn’s election 
manifesto, is also absent.    

We can’t rely on the Tory govern-
ment or Starmer’s Labour to grant us 
rights at work. The trade unions must 
fight to ensure that effective domes-
tic abuse policies are implemented 
by employers.   

A positive change in England (it’s 
already the case in Wales and Scot-
land) is that anyone who is homeless 
because of fleeing domestic abuse 
and is eligible (under immigration 
laws) will be automatically classed 

as vulnerable.  
The majority of people fleeing do-

mestic abuse are women with chil-
dren, who, because of the children, 
already have a priority need. This 
new duty, however, is important for 
single, childless adults and in itself 
is a positive step. However, without 
adequate funding, given current re-
strictions on help with rent for those 
under 35, it will leave local authori-
ties struggling to meet the need, es-
pecially for younger people.   

The commitment to ‘like for like’  
tenancies for those fleeing secure 
tenancies is also welcome. But in 
the context of a chronic shortage of 
council housing and genuinely af-
fordable housing association tenan-
cies, and where councils often don’t 
manage their own housing stock, this 
looks like an empty promise. 

Coercive control
The wider statutory definition of 
domestic abuse, which includes 
emotional, coercive and controlling 
behaviour and economic abuse, is 
an important and overdue measure.  
Coercive control in particular has 
been inadequately recognised as a 
significant risk factor in escalating 
abuse, especially after the survivor 
ends a relationship.  

Importantly, this bill will allow the 
charge of coercive control to apply 
when the abuser and victim don’t 
live together.  

The new right for survivors them-
selves, a family member or support 
worker to apply to the magistrates 
court for a Domestic Abuse Protec-
tion Order (DAPO) could be an im-
portant change given that the police 
often don’t use the powers that they 
have in domestic abuse cases.

Other measures such as the Do-
mestic Abuse Disclosure Scheme 

are not new, but formalised into 
law. Calls by organisations such as 
Paladin, the national stalking advo-
cacy service, to implement a national 
‘stalkers and domestic abusers reg-
ister’ were initially rejected by the 
government, but it has come under 
increasing pressure over the issue 
since the murder of Sarah Everard.  

It has agreed to accept an amend-
ment on the issue of ‘revenge porn’ 
which expands the law to make 
threatening to disclose intimate im-
ages with the intention to cause dis-
tress a crime.  The reasoning behind 
this is that such threats can be used 
as an aspect of coercive control to 
prevent someone leaving an abuser 
or disclosing domestic abuse.  

It has also ‘firmed up’ existing case 
law by putting into the bill a confir-
mation that ‘a person may not con-
sent to the infliction of serious harm 
and, by extension, is unable to con-
sent to their own death’.  

This follows an 18-month cam-
paign by the organisation We Can’t 
Consent to This in response to recent 
murder/manslaughter trials where 
the accused claimed (in some cases 
successfully) that the victim died be-
cause of consensual ‘rough sex’ that 
‘went too far’.   

Women’s Aid has calculated that 
the government would need to com-
mit £173.8 million per year on refuge 
services alone to provide a national 
network of sustainable and safe ref-
uges that meets the needs of all sur-
vivors and their children.  

Refuge providers hoped that this 
bill would result in longer-term fund-
ing, enabling them to plan based on 
need for specialist services, including 
refuges for black, Asian and minority 
ethnic women, LGBTQ people, disa-
bled people, men and those with al-
cohol or drug addiction issues.   

However, the government’s im-
pact assessment published with the 
bill costs the duty at nearly half the 
Women’s Aid figure - £90 million a 

Domestic Abuse Bill: So much still to fight for

We say:
 ● Fully fund services and support for all women affected by domestic 

violence, rape and abuse, including refuges and permanent, affordable 
social housing

 ● Services must be specialised, publicly funded and democratically 
controlled by service workers and users and open to all women

 ● Full access to legal aid
 ● Paid childcare and leave for attending court and other legal 

appointments
 ● Specialist training, under democratic control, for all workers and 

bodies coming into contact with abused women
 ● Community and working-class accountability of the police and the 

judicial system
 ● Additional public funding and control of specialist support to 

challenge the attitudes and behaviour of perpetrators of domestic 
abuse

 ● Paid leave on full pay for workers experiencing domestic abuse
 ● Training for all trade union reps and staff, including managers, 

regarding domestic abuse
 ● The right of victims of abuse to transfer workplace, where feasible 
 ● No disciplinary action with regards to absence, or detriment to pay 

and conditions, for those experiencing domestic abuse
 ● For a socialist alternative to the violence, sexism and inequality of 

the capitalist profit system

photo yorkshire socialist party

‘a Fighting 
programme for 
Women’s rights 
and socialism’
Socialist Party new publication
£1 including postage, from 
leftbooks.co.uk

Domestic Abuse Bill - key points
lDomestic abuse defined in law for the first time. The definition, in addition to physical 

abuse, includes emotional abuse, coercive and controlling behaviour, and economic 
abuse.  
lDomestic Abuse Protection Notices and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders (DAPO) 

replace Domestic Violence Orders/Notices to include the wider definition. New right 
for domestic abuse survivors themselves, or a family member or support worker (as 
well as the police) to apply to the magistrates court for a DAPO.  
lChanges to cross-examination rules in the family and civil courts. Convicted or 

charged perpetrators of abuse prevented from cross-examining survivors in person in 
the family courts in England and Wales and in civil courts where this would cause the 
witness ‘significant distress’. Family courts will have the power to appoint a publicly 
funded advocate to cross-examine instead, ‘where necessary’.
lSpecial measures in family, civil and criminal courts. Survivors of domestic abuse 

automatically eligible for special measures in the criminal, civil and family courts - 
such as being able to give evidence behind a screen, or video evidence, and having 
separate waiting rooms. 
lSafe accommodation, homelessness and secure tenancies. Duty on county councils, 

unitary authorities and metropolitan boroughs in England to provide support to 
victims of domestic abuse and their children within refuges and other safe accom-
modation. Automatic priority need under homelessness law if fleeing domestic abuse. 
Retain the right to a lifetime tenancy if having to move.
lRemoves ‘consent for sexual gratification’ as a defence in court proceedings for caus-

ing serious harm. Confirms that a person may not consent to the infliction of serious 
harm and, by extension, is unable to consent to their own death. 
lThe Domestic Abuse Commissioner (already in post) will be formally appointed in law.  
lNon-fatal strangulation will be a specific criminal offence punishable by five years’ 

imprisonment.
lThreatening to disclose intimate images with the intention to cause distress becomes 

a crime. Disclosing private sexual photographs and films with intent to cause distress 
already an offence since 2015.
lThe Domestic Abuse Disclosure Scheme ‘Clare’s Law’ formally adopted in law giving 

a ‘Right to Ask’ the police about a partner/ex-partner’s offending history. The police 
have a ‘Right to Disclose’ information if they think this is necessary to prevent a crime 
from taking place.    

year, but with little clarity as to how 
this was calculated. It has also stated 
that domestic abuse funding to coun-
cils will go into the ‘general funding 
pot’ and be subject to  comprehen-
sive spending reviews (ie cuts).  

In its response to consultation on 
the bill, the Local Government As-
sociation said: “There is unlikely to 
be any significant funding available 
for domestic abuse services, when 
councils will need up to four times 
the funding they have been allocated 
by government so far to cover the 
costs of Covid-19”.  

Our question to them is: ‘What are 
you going to do about this?’ Labour 
councils, which make up the major-
ity in the country, have failed to use 
their reserves and borrowing powers 
to fund services, and their potential 
collective power to lead a fight for 
more funding from the Tory govern-
ment. Instead, they have passed on 
cuts to the most vulnerable in their 
communities, including reducing or 

stopping refuge funding altogether, 
leading to an estimated one in six ref-
uges closing since 2010.   

If they are not prepared to defend 
their communities in the face of the 
latest round of cuts they should step 
aside. This is why Socialist Party 
members are standing as part of the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion in the May elections on a plat-
form of opposing all cuts (see pages 
2 and 3). 

4 socialistparty.org.uk Socialistthesociety 1-7 April 2021
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We will not be the lost generation
Trade unions must step up fight 
against youth unemployment

Alex HutcHinson
Hull SocialiSt Party

Recent figures reveal the devastat-
ing impact the Covid-19 pandemic 
is having on youth in Britain. Young 
workers below the age of 25 have ac-
counted for two-thirds of all job loss-
es over the past 12 months. 

The sectors of employment hit the 
hardest by the pandemic tend to be 
dominated by a younger workforce. 
The hotel and bar industry has seen 
368,000 jobs disappear, while a fur-
ther 123,000 shopping and retail jobs 
have been lost through this crisis. As 
a result, there are now 437,000 fewer 
16-24 year olds in paid employment 
than there were 12 months ago. 

All of this, coupled with ten years 
of austerity, cuts to services, lack of 
opportunities and an increasingly 
competitive job market, amount to 
a bleak future for young people in 
Britain.

Last Autumn, Rishi Sunak and 
the Tories hailed their Kickstarter 
scheme as a great boost for youth. 
It was supposed to encourage more 
employers to hire young work-
ers through temporary, six-month 
placements. Yet a few months on, it is 
evident that the scheme was a mere 
plaster over the gaping wound of 
youth unemployment. 

At the current rates of job losses, 
it is estimated that by October 2021, 
a year since the scheme was an-
nounced, the number of 16-24 year 
olds out of work could reach one mil-
lion. At the same time, the furlough 
scheme, which has thus far offset the 
unemployment figures, is coming to 
an end in September. 

Yet the unemployment figures 
alone do not paint the full picture. 
Millions of young workers in employ-
ment are still struggling to make ends 
meet. The unfair laws around mini-
mum wage that allow employers to 
exploit the labour of younger workers 
mean that most people below the age 

of 25 are earning less than the mea-
sly national ‘living wage’ of £8.72 an 
hour. 

Quite often the only jobs available 
are insecure, part-time, temporary 
contracts or precarious employment 
of the Deliveroo and Uber compa-
nies. As a result, millions of young 
people are becoming a lost genera-
tion, unable to become independent 
from their parents due to unafford-
able housing and a lack of prospects. 

Young people need a fightback and 
a programme to end their plight. This 
must include immediate investment 
into decent jobs and support services 
for young workers; an end to the bo-
gus apprenticeships and schemes 
which aim to exploit the labour of 
young people and undercut wages 
of older workers; an end to the unfair 
pay for under-25s with an immediate 
increase of the minimum wage to £12 
an hour for all as a step towards a real 
living wage of £15 an hour. 

These demands must be taken up 
by the trade union movement. We 
have already seen the beginnings of 
this taking place. The GMB union 
recently announced a historic court 
victory where Uber drivers were de-
clared workers, not self-employed, 
and must now be given rights and 
protection. 

Unite the Union is ramping up its 
campaign to organise workers in Am-
azon. The Bakers’ Union has already 
had successes in organising young 
people with campaigns like the Mc-
Strikers, which was aimed at fighting 
for the rights of fast-food workers. 

In the aftermath of Covid-19, it is 
evident that the Tories will attempt 
to make the working class pay for the 
cost of the pandemic. Those dispro-
portionately affected by cuts and job 
losses will be young people. Now, 
more than ever, the trade union move-
ment must organise a fightback and 
bring young workers into their ranks.  

Defending the right to protest
Our voices will be heard
All over the country young people have taken to the streets in their thousands 
to defend the right to protest and voice their opposition to the Police, Crime, 
Sentencing and Courts Bill. Here we print a few reports from the most recent 
protests.

Bristol
Crashing riot shields and truncheons 
on top of protestors who were sat 
down, chanting ‘peaceful protest’, 
showed the powers the police al-
ready have. Unlike the overnight 
tent camp three days before, where 
200 people were attacked, this time 
(Friday 26 March) the thuggery has 
been recorded by many filmmakers. 
They, along with journalists, were 
also viciously attacked, pushed to 
the ground and their equipment 
smashed.

Earlier, around 3,000 young people 
assembled on College Green, outside 
the cathedral. This time police had 
full body armour, truncheons and 
handcuffs, nervously walking around 
in groups of three. Police vans, horses 
and dogs (used later) were nearby.

Our 1,000 leaflets were soon gone. 
So too, the placards with Trade Un-
ionist and Socialist Coalition election 
posters on one side and the Socialist 
Party’s ‘Defend the Right to Protest’ 
on the other. Most other placards 
were handmade. Trade union ban-
ners and flags have mostly yet to 
appear. 

The march went around the city 
and some protesters began sitting 
opposite the rows of riot police by 
the police station. The numbers sat 
down grew during the evening. At 
about 10pm, the police moved for-
ward treading on protesters, pushing 
those stood up who had their hands 
in the air and making arrests, and us-
ing dogs to move people back. 

The pandemic ban on protests has 
now ended, and so the next one is 
likely to be even larger.  
Mike luff

York 
The ‘Kill the Bill’ protest in York on 25 
March marked the first of what will 
be numerous regular protests occur-
ring every Thursday. 

The protest began with speeches 
from survivors of sexual assault. This 
was followed by performances from 
local musicians, and then an open 
mic. 

Iain Dalton, Yorkshire Socialist 
Party organiser, spoke on the need 
for a mass organisation of the work-
ing class to fight the Tories. I spoke 
about the need for socialism and 
how change will only come from a 
mass movement from below. Both 
speeches were met with thunderous 
applause. 

It was heart-warming when the 
crowd broke out into ‘Solidarity 
Forever’ by Pete Seeger, a left-wing 
anthem. 

Overall, there was not a single 
speech made that was solely about 
the bill: the topics ranged from gen-
der violence to the situation in Roja-
va. The one common thread that ran 
through them all was disgust for the 
Tories and the police. 
MAurice cooper

Sheffield 
“No justice, no peace, no racist po-
lice”. “This is what democracy looks 
like”. 

On Saturday 27 March, 1,000 
marched through the streets of Shef-
field city centre, united against the 
police bill. 

Through their joint effort, protest-
ers were able to block the traffic out-
side the police station and the Peace 
Gardens, by sitting down peacefully, 
gaining a sense of empowerment.  
Fortunately, we saw little to no inter-
ference or presence of the police, and 
in turn the city was shown a peace-
ful, but firm stance against the Tory 
party’s authoritarian measures. 

14 members of the Sheffield So-
cialist Party branch collectively dis-
tributed leaflets, engaged with the 
many young people and subsequent-
ly met lots of potential new members. 

This event was just one of many 
demonstrations throughout the 
country, showing the lack of faith 
and trust in the Tory government and 
the political system they represent, as 
well as the necessity for change.
DylAn ricHArDson 

Plymouth  
About 150 people gathered in Plym-
outh on Sunday 21 March for a so-
cially distanced ‘Kill the Bill’ protest, 
which was entirely peaceful. The po-
lice did not interfere, even though 
the protest was right outside the po-
lice station. 

I am quite new to politics, so en-
gaging head on in this protest, trying 
to sell the Socialist newspaper, was a 
new experience for me.

I managed to interview quite a few 
people. One quote that really stood 
out to me was: “I’m fed up of not be-
ing heard.” This Tory government is 
trying to silence those of us that have 
the bravery to speak up. 

Speaking to people at the protest, 
the general consensus was that pro-
test is the cornerstone of democracy. 
It was clear that should the govern-
ment continue to push the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 
through, it will be met with increas-
ing opposition.
sAM Hey

paul mattsson

Bristol  mike luff

Bristol  mike luff

Sheffield
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Deskilling protests by 
sparks electricians 
continue

North East
Sparks were outside the north east 
England headquarters of NG Bai-
ley in Newcastle, which, alongside 
Balfour Beatty, is attempting to lead 
the way among the giant companies 
deskilling electricians. 

The words from Boris Johnson, 
who had flagged up “greed and capi-
talism” was ringing in their ears. 
The anger towards Johnson and the 
Tories was palpable, and the words 
used against him unrepeatable!

If bosses get their way, 70% of the 
work currently undertaken by skilled 
electricians will be carried out by 
ESOs (electrical service operators). 
Instead of a four-to-five year appren-
ticeship, there would only be a two to 
three-week training programme. So, 
instead of ten qualified electricians 
being employed, there will be three 
electricians and seven ESOs, which 
would “start a race to the bottom.”

As one of the protesters said: 
“There is no way this is going to hap-
pen. We’re not going to let them take 
70% of our work - it’s not happening!”

The point was also made that at 
this stage the protests were small, 
but workers were also clear they are 
going to build a mighty rank-and-file 
movement. As one said: “We will win! 
We won ten years ago against Besna - 
we’ll win again!”

The protest ended by one of the 
sparks setting off a rocket, saying: 
“There’s gonna be fireworks!”
ElainE Brunskill
NortherN SocialiSt Party

London 
For the fifth successive week, the 
sparks were out on the streets of Lon-
don on 24 March. 

Yet again they took the fight 
against deskilling to the doors of NG 
Bailey, one of the electrical compa-
nies behind the Electrical Service 
Operator (ESO) grade that would 
be used by the bosses to undercut 
skilled wages. 

Unite EC member for construc-
tion, Frank Morris, told the construc-
tion electricians that the protests are 
spreading around the country and 
building momentum. 

The ESO grade looks like being 
taken off the table at Hinkley Point 
nuclear power station because of the 
sparks’ pressure, but the fight contin-
ues until the likes of Bailey and Bal-
four back off. 

A retired electrician told passers-
by that deskilling would mean that 
new offices, workplaces and hospitals 
would be a safety risk. Rob Williams of 
the National Shop Stewards Network 
paid tribute to the Shrewsbury pickets 
and their families who finally got their 
convictions overturned after 48 years 
of fighting for justice. 

He said: “We need a trade union 
inquiry to expose the establishment 
framing of these workers and the 
cover-up.” 
HacknEy socialist Party mEmBErs

Merseyside
The mood was determined among 
pickets outside the Balfour Beatty 
premises, on the Wirral. Workers 
driving past on the way to their own 
workplaces could not miss the ar-
ray of banners and Unite flags, and 
hooted their support for the strikers, 
who chanted “No to ESO” in support 
of their cause. 
rogEr BannistEr
MerSeySide SocialiSt Party

Get all the latest  
union news

with the NSSN bulletin
shopstewards.net

nationalshop 
stewardsnetwork

Cumberland 
hospital workers 
fight for stolen pay
carlislE socialist Party mEmBErs

Cleaners, caterers, porters and 
switchboard staff at the Cumberland 
Infirmary are fighting for a decade of 
unsocial hours’ payments that have 
been stolen from them.

This extra payment is very impor-
tant to these low-paid workers. The 
Hospital Trust, Health Management 
Carlisle (the investment firm which 
owns the hospital) and Mitie - which 
took over the contract from Interserve 
- are all blaming each other. But some-
body has pocketed the money earned 
by these essential workers!

Strikers have told us about bullying 
managers who deny them sufficient 
equipment, and serious concerns 
over hygiene. They have been refused 
overtime as punishment for going 
on strike, while agency workers are 
paid £20 an hour to cover their shifts! 
More than half of all domestics at the 
hospital are now agency workers.

The government’s 1% pay rise is 
a kick in the teeth for NHS workers, 
who have already put in over one 
million hours of unpaid overtime 
during the pandemic after suffering a 
real terms pay cut of around 20% over 
a decade of austerity.

The 2.1% suggested by Labour is 
completely inadequate. The govern-
ment has already set an inflation 
‘target’ for the Bank of England of 
2%. This ‘offer’ will leave workers just 
standing still. The SNP’s 4% offer to 
Scottish healthworkers is also little 
more than a gesture.

We say:
 ● PFI has been a costly disaster. The 

Infirmary should immediately be 
taken over by the state - and the tax-
dodging speculators can go whistle

 ● All services should be taken back 
in-house, and all workers employed 
on NHS contracts with trade union 
rates of pay, including appropriate 
payment for working unsocial hours

 ● The trade unions should fight for 
a 15% pay rise for all NHS and care 
workers, and link this to a campaign 
for a massive increase in investment 
in order to renationalise and rebuild 
our NHS

Beal academy strikers 
demand equal sick pay
JamEs ivEns
eaSt loNdoN SocialiSt Party

“What do we want? Justice! When do 
want it? Now!” Strikers at Beal High 
School in Redbridge, east London, 
are demanding an end to two-tier 
sick pay.

Bosses at the privately run ‘acad-
emy’ give staff employed after 2016 a 
fraction of the nationally agreed sick 
leave. 

Workers with serious conditions 
like Covid or cancer can even face 
disciplinaries.

It’s yet another attack on school 
conditions hidden in Tory and Blair-
ite education ‘reforms’. Management 
has refused to discuss the injustice.

40 members of the school’s Na-
tional Education Union (NEU) group 
picketed on Thursday 25 March. The 
action closed the school.

Spirits were high. As with so many 
school strikes, it gave overworked 
teachers and teaching assistants 
their first opportunity to discuss and 
socialise in a long time.

Management, however, did not 
share the strikers’ relief and confi-
dence. They called the police down 

to patrol the picket line for PPE and 
social distancing. 

School workers are already keenly 
aware of infection dangers due to their 
often overcrowded and poorly ven-
tilated classrooms. Their picket line 
was perfectly safe. Meanwhile, school 
bosses stood glowering at the gates, 
without masks and not distancing.

Louise Cuffaro, secretary of neigh-
bouring Newham NEU and a mem-
ber of the Socialist Party, spoke at the 
strike rally to give solidarity. School 
workers in Newham have faced the 
same attack - academisation used 
to undermine national union agree-
ments on pay and conditions.

Strikes in Newham defeated those 
attacks. In fact, because of Newham 
NEU’s recent record in leading in-
dustrial action, just winning the 
strike ballot was enough to force 
management back.

The national leadership of the NEU 
should learn from the anger and con-
fidence of strikers in Newham and 
Redbridge. Louise and others are 
standing in the union’s national ex-
ecutive committee elections in April 
to bring that fighting experience and 
bold leadership.

Goodlord strike starts to bite
The all-out action at lettings plat-
form Goodlord is making headway. 
Strikers remain firm while pressure 
is rising on bosses at the tech firm in 
Spitalfields, east London.

The tenant-referencing depart-
ment is essential to the business. In-
surance sales to letting firms are key 
to Goodlord’s revenue, and referenc-
ing checks on tenants are key to the 
insurance.

However, workers in tenant refer-
encing have been badly mistreated 
by management. (See ‘Goodlord 
striker speaks out: workers have to 
fight for our skills to be appreciated’ 
at socialistparty.org.uk.) 

The strikers’ union, Unite, is de-
manding restoration of the London 
Living Wage. That’s a mere £10.85 an 
hour. Management says that remote 
working means staff don’t need it 

anymore - a warning to all London 
office workers.

Pickets have heard that morale 
among those still at work in tenant 
referencing has plummeted. With 
experienced staff on strike, errors are 
multiplying and service levels falter-
ing. Clients will not be pleased.

Goodlord founder and chief oper-
ating officer Tom Mundy has been 
met with vibrant, determined picket 
lines. 

Bosses enter the office to chants of 
“you say Goodlord, we say Badlord” 
and “we want a living wage! When do 
we want it? Now!” 

It’s in management’s power to end 
the strike. A living wage and perma-
nent contracts could have workers 
back in and cleaning up the mess 
their bosses have made in no time.
East london socialist Party

British Gas workers strike ahead 
of ‘fire and rehire’ deadline

Thousands of British Gas engineers 
in the GMB union took strike action 
against before the deadline for the 
signing of new contracts, imposed 
through ‘fire and rehire’.

The new terms affect the entire 
20,000 strong British Gas workforce, 
but its 7,500 service engineers, who 
carry out repairs, will be the worst 
affected.

Under the new terms, full-time en-
gineers would be required to work an 
extra three hours a week, 40 hours in 
total, and would not be paid a higher 
rate to work when required on week-
ends and public holidays.

 ● See future issues of the Socialist 
and socialistparty.org.uk for  
updates on the dispute.Leeds  iain dalton



Sue AtkinS
Southampton SocialiSt party

The RMT, National Shop Stewards 
Network and Southampton Trades 
Council came together to hold a very 
successful Zoom rally in defence 
of victimised trade unionists, RMT 
reps Declan Clune and Gary Carney, 
Unite bus shop steward Moe Muhsin 
Manir and National Education Un-
ion rep Kirstie Paton, with over 120 
in attendance.

Bus and tube workers, teachers, 
trade union and trades council reps 
were there - it was an authentic voice 
of the best of trade union fighters, 
rallying in support of their own, vic-
timised and sacked for standing up 
for health and safety and the jobs of 
their members.

We also heard from Steve Hedley, 
RMT assistant general secretary, 
who explained what a travesty it is 
for trade unionists to risk losing their 
jobs in this way, and pledged the full 
support of the union.

In Southampton we have closely 
followed the RMT branch’s battle 
with Bluestar bus company which 
has increasingly targeted Declan for 
being an effective representative of 
local bus drivers.

We know that Bluestar has had to 
be led kicking and screaming to sup-
port and uphold health and safety 
issues, not least during the Covid 
pandemic.

That is why we are particularly out-
raged that Declan has been sacked 
for doing his duty and reporting a 
safety issue to Network Rail. This is 

not just about Declan, but is an at-
tack on all trade unionists.

As we emerge from Covid, further 
attacks on jobs and conditions are 
planned by the bosses throughout 
the labour movement. It’s Declan 
today but could be the rest of the 
workforce tomorrow. No one is safe 
if Bluestar is allowed to get away with 
it.

Declan had a ‘directors’ review’ on 
29 March and awaits the outcome. 
In the meantime, Declan remains 
sacked and the branch members are 
being balloted for strike action. We 
pledge our full support to push Blue-
star back, and for Declan’s reinstate-
ment, and indeed for all workers who 
are targeted for the crime of standing 
up for their members and health and 
safety. This a battle we must win.

DAve ReiD
SocialiSt party WaleS

Engineers working for BT’s Open-
reach have taken five days of strike 
action against the imposed regrading 
of their jobs.

A newly aggressive management 
at BT is attempting to force the 170 
repayment project engineer (RPE) 
workforce to move to new manage-
ment grades that would undermine 
their terms and conditions, put their 
jobs at risk and make them much 
more dependent on a bonus struc-
ture that would incentivise them to 
charge public projects much more 
for services.

RPEs arrange for BT cables to be 
moved or protected when construc-
tion projects take place, like a new 
road or building.

At the moment, RPEs view their 
job as a public service by finding the 
cheapest solution for customers to 
shape the work in a way that mini-
mises their costs. But if they are put 
on a lower wage with a management 
bonus scheme then they would be 
expected to provide the service in 
a way that maximises the profit to 
Openreach. 

As the Newport pickets explained: 
“For example, instead of advising the 
council to move a kerb on their plans 
to reduce the need for expensive tel-
ecom engineering work, we would be 
encouraged in the future to ensure 
that Openreach carries out work that 
would unnecessarily cost the council 
thousands, but create business for 
the company.”

BT has claimed that current work-
ers would keep existing terms and 
conditions, but new starters would 
start with longer hours, no over-
time, less sick pay and holidays. And 

strikers believe that, as has been 
shown time and again across British 
industry, this is the thin end of the 
wedge: “Once 50%+1 of the work-
force are on the new contracts then 
they will try and force the existing 
workforce onto them too.”

The company has claimed that 
workers will be better off, but during 
negotiations the boss admitted that if 
she was in their position she would 
not want the new regrading either.

The strike has an added impor-
tance because 40,000 workers are 
currently being balloted for strike ac-
tion across the whole of BT, including 
Openreach and EE, against compul-
sory redundancies, attacks on terms 
and conditions, and site closures that 
would force workers to travel long 
distances to work. Other Openreach 
workers are regular visitors support-
ing the picket lines as they them-
selves prepare for the ballot.

The morale of the majority of strik-
ers on the picket line is high, despite 
managers trying to intimidate them 
with petty attacks. Communication 
Workers’ Union members inside the 
Newport building have been repri-
manded for bringing cups of tea to 
the strikers!

 ● The strike continues on 29-31 
March.

Shopworkers in Asda have won the 
latest stage in their fight for equal pay 
in a ruling that could lead to a £500 
million compensation claim.

The Supreme Court has backed 
a 2016 employment tribunal deci-
sion that the supermarket’s retail 
staff, many of whom are women, can 
compare their work to those in ware-
house distribution centres.

More than 44,000 shopworkers 
say they should be paid the same as 
the predominantly male staff who 
work in the chain’s depots, and who 
receive £1.50 to £3 an hour more in 
pay than the shopworkers.

The GMB union, which is backing 
the case, called the Supreme Court 
ruling a “massive victory”. And the 
outcome will have repercussions 
for workers at other supermarkets, 
including  Tesco,  Sainsbury’s, Co-op 
and Morrisons, who are also engaged 
in  equal pay disputes  with their 
employers. 

Usdaw represents workers in 
these supermarkets, and the union’s 

president Amy Murphy, a member 
of the Socialist Party, says: “This case 
represents a victory for shopworkers 
that can give confidence to workers 
at the other big chains. 

The trade unions representing all 
these workers should fight tooth and 
nail to ensure equal pay for all retail 
workers.”

The legal firm Leigh Day, which is 
representing the Asda shop workers, 
has said that if the five supermarkets 
lose the cases brought by the work-
ers, they could be facing backdated 
pay claims totalling £8 billion.

However, simply taking the legal 
route, as is shown in the Asda case, 
takes an extremely long time with no 
guarantee of success. 

The court cases should be waged 
in conjunction with action by work-
ers, and unions should look to the 
example of the Glasgow equal pay 
strike, which saw 8,000 mainly fe-
male workers strike against the coun-
cil, ultimately winning £500 million 
in pay for 13,000 council workers.

Trade union fighters rally to 
support victimised workers

BT Openreach engineers step up the 
pressure with five-day strike action

Asda equal pay ruling victory - 
now fight for equal pay for all

SPS Technologies 
workers strike against 
potential pay loss of 
£3,000 a year
Steve ScoRe
leiceSter SocialiSt party

Unite members at SPS Technologies in 
Leicester have taken four one-day strikes 
against management’s ‘fire and rehire’ at-
tempts to destroy their terms and condi-
tions. But now they are escalating to eight 
weeks of daily strikes unless the bosses 
back down.

These attacks could mean some work-
ers losing up to £3,000 a year. As one of 
the pickets, Paul Brown, explained to the 
Socialist: “Over the years we have fought 
for things such as full sick pay, shift premi-
ums and double time on overtime. It took 
us years to get there and in one fell swoop 
they want to take it all away from us. We 
don’t think it’s right and therefore we’ve 
come out on strike.”

The company is ultimately owned by 
multi-billionaire Warren Buffett - possibly 
the fourth richest man in the world. Yet 
workers are told they have to pay for the 
downturn precipitated by Covid.

MAY DAY GREETINGS
Support the working-class press in 2021

 ● Calling all trade union branches and committees, 
community campaigns and student groups!

 ● Show solidarity and fund the socialist press with a 2021 greeting
 ● Prices start at £30 for a small box - minimum price negotiable
 ● £55 for our most popular size, 1/16 of a page or £90 for 1/8 and £170 for 1/4, 

£300 for 1/2, £500 for a page and a 20% discount until 31 March!
 ● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/mayday

the strikers’ morale is high, 
despite managers trying to 
intimidate them with petty 
attacks

Photo SocialiSt Party WaleS

Declan Clune  Photo SouthamPton SocialiSt Party
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PreParing for the revolts to come

HannaH Sell
SocialiSt Party general Secretary

O
n 27 and 28 March the Social-
ist Party’s national commit-
tee met to discuss political 
developments in Britain and 
the tasks of the Socialist Party 

in the coming months. 
While the Covid pandemic contin-

ues to ravage the globe, the capitalist 
classes of the world are - if anything 
- even more frightened of what they 
will face as the virus’s grip lessens. 
They understand that the pandemic 
has acted to accelerate the crisis of 
their system and has revealed it’s fail-
ings to billions of people. 

It has also disrupted all the exist-
ing relations in society, between 
national capitalist classes, different 
sections of the capitalists, and above 
all between the working-class and 
poor majority and the ruling elites.  
While humanity will rejoice when 
the pandemic recedes, it is exclud-
ed that it will be followed by stabil-
ity and healthy growth for capitalism 
worldwide. On the contrary, the pe-
riod ahead will be one of increased 
conflict and turmoil, both between 
nations and classes.  

Capitalists fear revolt
It is fear of the revolts to come - fore-
shadowed by the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement on the one side and 
Trump’s electoral base on the other 
- that is the biggest single factor in 
the huge $1.9 billion stimulus pack-
age introduced in the US by the new 
Biden presidency. After forty years 
of wage stagnation for the majority, 
over 140 million Americans officially 
lived in poverty before the pandemic. 
Now their situation is far worse. The 
stimulus is supported by the major-
ity of the US capitalist class - one sur-
vey showed 71% of CEOs agree with 
it - because they hope it will kick start 
growth and shore up the social basis 
of capitalism in the US. 

The measures included in the stim-
ulus will be welcomed by millions of 
Americans who urgently need to pay 
off debts and buy necessities. But they 
fall far short of the New Deal, that the 
stimulus package has been compared 
to, which was implemented by US 
capitalism in the 1930s. This time the 
measures so far agreed are short-term 
cash payments into workers’ pockets 
rather than any longer-term improve-
ment in their incomes or living con-
ditions. Even the introduction of a 
federal $15-an-hour minimum wage 
was dropped from the final package. 
The stimulus will increase short-term 
US growth. Given the size of the US 
economy it is also predicted to in-
crease global growth figures, but it 

will not achieve Biden’s goal of stabil-
ity for the US. 

For all its inadequacies, however, 
Biden’s stimulus dwarfs the propos-
als of the capitalist classes of Europe, 
never mind puny British capitalism. 
The government here is relying entire-
ly on the continued rollout of the vac-
cine to limit hospitalisation and death 
from any third wave, and therefore to 
fuel economic recovery. 

Having suffered the deepest reces-
sion in three centuries, the opening 
up of society will, of course, lead to 
some economic growth. A section of 
those who’ve kept their jobs on full 
pay have been able to accumulate sig-
nificant savings, estimated to be over 
£100 billion. The boost from spend-
ing some accumulated savings will be 
limited, however, and will not over-
come any of the underlying crises of 
British capitalism.

The Office for Budget Responsibil-
ity estimates that, even on the basis 
of no new economic crisis erupting, 
the UK’s economy will be 3% below 
its pre-crisis trend in 2024, and real 
earnings will be 4.3% below-equal to 
an average of £1,200 a year. Johnson 
is deluded if he thinks that even those 
sections of the working class who get 
to enjoy temporarily ‘splashing some 
cash’, will shrug off a further sustained 
pay squeeze or forget what they have 
suffered in the last year. Many will 
have relatives and friends who’ve lost 
their jobs or even their lives during 
the pandemic. 

Post-pandemic austerity
At the same time, the Tory govern-
ment has brutally signalled its in-
tention of inflicting post-pandemic 
austerity on the working class. 
The wealth of Britain’s billionaires 
soared by 35% during the pandemic, 
but it is the workers who kept soci-
ety running, often risking their own 
health to do so, who are expected 
to tighten their belts. That is made 
clear by the proposed public sector 
pay freeze and puny 1% increase for 
health workers. It is also demon-
strated by the new round of savage 
austerity being inflicted on local au-
thority jobs and services. Councils 
are still facing a £600 million Covid 
deficit, with 94% of them planning 
further cuts in the next financial 
year, combined with a collective £2 
billion hike in council taxes. 

The furlough scheme is due to fin-
ish at the end of September, with Uni-
versal Credit simultaneously slashed. 
Those already unemployed will be 
left without enough to survive on at 
the same time as their numbers are 
swelled. Workers of all ages will be 
affected, but young people face the 
biggest nightmare. Two thirds of the 

fall in employment to date is among 
young people. 

At the same time, employers are 
taking advantage of the pandemic to 
try to drive down wages and condi-
tions via ‘fire and rehire’ and other 
measures. In many industries a sav-
age offensive is taking place against 
fighting trade union representatives, 
including Socialist Party members 
(see page 7), in order to prepare the 
ground for attacks on the workforce 
as a whole. 

To get ready for the inevitable re-
action from the working class to the 
Tories and bosses’ offensive, John-
son’s government is trying to beef up 
state repression and curtail demo-
cratic rights. The police and crime 
bill, which puts new legal limits on 
the right to protest and threatens 
protestors who damage statues with 
ten years in prison, is one indication 
of that, as are the police attacks on 
peaceful protesters against the bill. 

None of these anti-democratic 
measures will work, however. Already 
the threat of the bill has spurred pre-
dominantly young protests in town 
and cities across the country, bring-
ing together many of those who have 
demonstrated on different issues 

- from BLM, to A-level results, to at-
tending vigils for Sarah Everard. The 
determination of young protestors 
has not, unfortunately, been equalled 
by the leadership of the trade union 
movement. While many individual 
trade unionists have taken to the 
streets alongside the Socialist Party, 
an organised trade union presence 
has largely been absent.

Given the tsunami of attacks that 
are going to rain down on the work-
ing class and young people, no laws 
will prevent all kinds of protest move-
ments erupting, some of which will 
be able to force the government to 
retreat. However, what is needed is a 
united movement - bringing together 
all the disparate forces of the working 
class and young people who are op-
posing post-pandemic austerity. The 
trade unions, with more than six mil-
lion members, are the biggest demo-
cratic working-class organisations 
in Britain, and have the potential 
power to coordinate a united struggle 
against all the government and boss-
es’ attacks. 

Unions must lead
In the first phase of the pandemic the 
majority of trade union leaders fell 
into the trap of ‘national unity’, ac-
cepting the false idea that the Tories 
and the trade union movement held 
common interests: summed up by 
Frances O’Grady, general secretary 
of the TUC, appearing on the steps of 
Downing Street with the Tory chan-
cellor. Today, a crisis remains at the 
top of the trade union movement. 

An essential task for socialists is to 
campaign for the election of fighting 
left trade union leaders, alongside 
striving for the trade unions to fight 
in defence of their own members and 
for coordinated action against Covid 
austerity. In the immediate period, 
mobilising for a national day of action 
for the right to protest and in support 
of NHS workers’ demands for a 15% 
pay rise, linked to breaking the public 
sector pay cap, would be an important 

step to prepare for coordinated strike 
action.

If a lead was given, there is no doubt 
that the trade union movement could 
begin to harness the enormous anger 
that has accumulated over the last year 
and weld it into a movement capable 
of forcing the Tories out of office. 

However, the question in many 
workers minds is - what is the alter-
native? A year after Keir Starmer was 
elected Labour leader he is plunging 
in the polls, with Labour suffering a 
16-point drop in its favourability rat-
ing. Starmer’s leadership is entirely 
motivated by convincing the capital-
ist elite that he is a reliable represent-
ative of their interests, and that he is 
annihilating Corbynism. 

From that point of view his lead-
ership has been a success - but not 
electorally! Incredibly, despite, eve-
rything he has done, Johnson is cur-
rently ahead in the polls. This is not an 
endorsement of the Tories, but a con-
demnation of Starmer’s pro-capitalist 
policies. 

Len McCluskey, left general sec-
retary of Labour’s largest affiliated 
union - Unite has rightly argued that 
Labour is currently seen at best as 
“dull, absent of convictions or pres-
ence, at worse as opportunistic”, and 
called for him to change tack. How-
ever, there is not the remotest chance 
of this happening. From the minute 
he was elected, Starmer has been 
systematically junking the left poli-
cies of the Corbyn era as well as the 
man himself. 

Blair’s henchman Peter Mandelson 
has called for Starmer to launch a pol-
icy review, and openly ditch Corbyn’s 
policies for “credible, affordable” 
ones, by which he means pro-capi-
talist. Mandelson’s wish has already 
been achieved by degrees. Repeatedly 
asked about the Labour policy of na-
tionalising BT’s Openreach, Starmer 
has refused to answer, instead prom-
ising to be “pro-business”. Nation-
alisation is barely ever mentioned. 
Even when faced with the collapse of 

Liberty Steel they have failed to make 
a clear call for public ownership, only 
half-heartedly suggesting it shouldn’t 
be ruled out. 

Johnson blurted out his real views 
when he claimed that “greed and 
capitalism” were responsible for the 
development of the vaccine. Dimly 
aware of the growing anger at the 
greed of capitalism, he tried to write 
off his remarks as a joke. 

Up until the end of last year, the 
greedy pharmaceutical companies 
had received £11.7 billion from the 
UK government alone to subsidise 
the development of the vaccine. None 
of the pharmaceutical companies, 
however, are prepared for ‘their’ intel-
lectual property rights to the vaccine 
formulae to be waived in order to al-
low neo-colonial countries to produce 
their own. Capitalist greed comes 
before saving lives every time. Imag-
ine if a Labour leader was prepared 
to demand that - instead of hand-
ing billions to the pharmaceutical 

situation in Liverpool. Unfortunately, 
she does not appear to be intending 
to do so. Yet an anti-cuts, pro-working 
class voice is desperately needed at 
the ballot box both in Liverpool and 
nationally. 

That is why a vital part of our na-
tional committee discussion was 
mobilising in support of the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition’s 
(TUSC) challenge in the May elec-
tions, in which the Socialist Party is 
playing an important role. TUSC is 
standing for the Liverpool and Bris-
tol mayoral positions, plus for the 
Greater London Assembly list seats 
(see page 3), the Scottish parliament, 
Welsh Senedd and over 300 council 
seats. TUSC will be providing a means 
for fighting trade unionists, working-
class community and social move-
ment campaigners, and socialists of 
all organisations or none - to stand in 
unity under a common electoral um-
brella. It is a small, but important, step 
towards solving the crisis of working-
class political representation.

Alongside campaigning for TUSC, 
we will also be building the Social-
ist Party, trying to reach the many 
thousands of workers and young 
people who have drawn the conclu-
sion during the pandemic that we 
need to break with the profit-driven 
ailing capitalist system and create a 
democratic socialist alternative. The 
starting point for doing so would be 
to take the major corporations and 
banks that dominate the economy 
into democratic public ownership, 
in order to harness their resources to 
develop a socialist planned economy 
driven by the needs of humanity and 
the planet, not the profits of a few.  

companies - they should be nation-
alised, under democratic workers’ 
control and management, in order 
to produce vaccines and medicines 
for need and not profit. Such a policy 
would be enormously popular, but it 
would require coming into opposition 
to British capitalism, which is unim-
aginable for Starmer.

When Johnson won the general 
election just fifteen months ago the 
representatives of capitalism were ec-
static that Jeremy Corbyn, who they 
decried as a ‘Marxist’, had been de-
feated. As the profound crisis in their 
system has been laid bare by the Cov-
id pandemic, they must be thanking 
their lucky stars that at least they’ve 
got a man they can rely on as leader 
of the Labour Party. For the working 
class, however, that raises the urgent 
need for a party that they can rely on 
to fight in their interests.

Unfortunately, at this stage Corbyn 
and the left leaders of Labour-affil-
iated trade unions appear to still be 
hoping against hope that Labour can 
somehow be pushed back to the left 
and that perhaps the courts can force 
the reinstatement of Corbyn to the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 

The dangers of relying primarily 
on the capitalist courts as the means 
to fight Labour’s capitalist leader-
ship were demonstrated by the out-
rageous £65,000 costs heaped on 
Anna Rothery, the Liverpool may-
oral candidate supported by Corbyn 
and Unite, when she unsuccessfully 
challenged her exclusion from the 
selection ballot. If Rothery was to 
stand as an independent, on a clear 
anti-cuts programme and backed by 
Unite, it would transform the political 

To get ready for the 
inevitable reaction from 
the working class to 
the Tories and bosses’ 
offensive, Johnson’s 
government is trying to 
beef up state repression 
and curtail democratic 
rights.

Chatham house/CC TUSC candidates in Swansea  soCialist Party Wales

Demonstrating to defend the right to protest in Sheffield  yorkshire soCialist Party

British Gas workers have been on strike against bosses’ ‘fire and rehire’ practices attempting to boost profits by undermining workers’ pay and conditions steve sCore



Paul Heron
solicitor, Public interest law centre

o
n 23 March, the Court of Ap-
peal exonerated my clients 
Ricky Tomlinson, Arthur 
Murray and the ‘Shrewsbury 
24.’ They were trade union-

ists arrested for their involvement in 
the 1972 national builders’ strike.

In 1973, Ricky Tomlinson and Des 
Warren were sentenced to prison 
for ‘unlawful assembly, conspiracy 
to intimidate and affray’ - a historic 
miscarriage of justice that has now 
been righted nearly 50 years after the 
events.

The challenge in court was on two 
broad grounds. The first was that new 
evidence, consisting of a note dated 
17 September 1973, revealed that 
some original statements had been 
destroyed. Neither this note, nor the 
fact that statements were destroyed, 
was disclosed to the defence in 1973.

The second related to the prejudi-
cial screening of ‘The Red Under the 
Bed’, a TV programme highly critical 
of trade union organising.

The Court of Appeal decided that 
the failure to disclose important 
documentation caused the trial to be 
unsafe and quashed the convictions.

The second ground, although 
rejected by the court, remains 
important.

On 13 November 1973, Granada 
Television broadcast a documentary 
(produced in conjunction with 
Anglia Television and Yorkshire 
Television) produced by the journ-
alist and former right-wing Labour 
MP Woodrow Wyatt.

The programme was broadcast 
directly before the defendants were 
due to give evidence. The defence 
cases of Des Warren and Ricky Tom-
linson were, in essence, that they 
took no part in and were not aware of 
intimidation and violence, and that 
allegations of such were exaggerated.

The documentary featured footage 

of Ricky Tomlinson and also Des 
Warren in its opening minutes. The 
programme’s narrative concretely, 
but wrongly, linked our clients with 
disruption and violence. How did it 
achieve this?

A feature of the programme was to 
use News of the World journalist Si-
mon Regan as an ‘eyewitness’ to the 
violence during the building strike.

The programme presented the 
Regan allegations as fact, but two 
separate police forces had already 
concluded that it was all lies. The 
Northamptonshire Police and Bir-
mingham City Police, at the behest 
of the Attorney General and the Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions, inves-
tigated the allegations.

They concluded that Regan was 
“never present” at the Corby site he 
referred to or “…if present completely 
fabricated the incidents referred to 
and was either mistaken in the loca-
tion of the [Birmingham] incident 
or suffered at the time a figment of 
imagination.”

Conspiracy
That is not where the story ends. A 
number of organisations had a big 
role in assisting the programme 
makers. 

The Industrial Research Depart-
ment, a branch of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, and the 
state-sponsored, covert, anti-com-
munist Industrial Research and 
Information Service, provided the 
programme makers with informa-
tion - including an introduction to 
Simon Regan.

Crucially, the Northampton and 
County Constabulary Report into Si-
mon Regan’s allegations, was dated 
16 November 1972. Thus, by that 
date, the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions and the Attorney General’s 
Office (the legal branch of govern-
ment) were aware that the allega-
tions of the journalist Simon Regan 
were “completely fabricated” and “a 

figment of imagination”.
The state colluded in the making 

of the programme and put forward 
a journalist they knew to be dis-
credited, to build the programme 
around. The programme was then 
shown at the conclusion of the pros-
ecution case in 1973, and just prior 
to when Ricky Tomlinson, Des War-
ren, Arthur Murray and the Shrews-
bury pickets were due to give their 
evidence.

Tory prime minister Ted Heath 
signed off the programme in a min-
isterial document - saying “ we want 
more of this kind of thing.”

Even today, the state has yet to 
release all the papers surrounding 
the national builders strike and the 
Shrewsbury pickets’ case. What have 

they got to hide? On behalf of Ricky 
and Arthur we will be demanding 
their release.

At the close of the trial in 1973, Des 
Warren addressed the court. Facing a 
prison sentence, he exposed the fact 
that it was a political trial, going on 
to say: “Was there a conspiracy? Yes, 
there was, but not by the pickets…
the conspiracy was one between the 
Home Secretary, the employers and 
the police.” True then - and even 
more true today.

 ● Socialist Party members Dave 
Nellist, Lois Austin, Hannah Sell 
and Youth Against Racism in 
Europe are represented by Paul in 
the current Undercover Policing 
Inquiry (‘Spycops’).

lois austin 
coPs camPaigner and socialist Party

A recent meeting was held in parlia-
ment giving non-state, non-police, 
core participants (NSNPCPs) in the 
‘spycops’ Undercover Policing In-
quiry (UCPI) the opportunity to ex-
plain to MPs the shortcomings of the 
inquiry. It was hosted by Socialist 
Campaign Group Labour MP Rich-
ard Burgon. 

Right-wing former Tory minister, 
Norman Tebbit (now Lord Tebbit) 
also decided to attend. After heckling 
speakers and trying to disrupt the 
meeting, the ‘Chingford skinhead’ 
was given the floor. 

He revealed that when Minister 
for Employment in the Thatcher gov-
ernment between 1982 and 1984, he 
regularly met with EETPU (former 
electricians’ union) officials and Spe-
cial Branch officers to be briefed on 

left-wing activists in the union. 
He repeated these claims in the 

press the following day and added 
that he brought these union collabo-
rators the back way into Parliament 
so that no one would see them. 

NSNPCPs, their lawyers, the 
Unite union, and the trade unionist  
Blacklist Support Group, are all de-
manding that Tebbit is called to give 
evidence to the UCPI. 

orchestrated
His public utterance prove, the long-
time claim of NSNPCPs that un-
dercover political policing was not 
because a small band of police offic-
ers had ‘gone rogue’, but was orches-
trated by the British state against the 
labour movement and came from 
the very top of the political establish-
ment, ie from government ministers. 

John Spellar, currently a Labour 
MP and former minister in the Blair 

government, was an EETPU official 
at the time. He is also vice-chair of 
right-wing Labour Friends of Israel 
and serves on the neoliberal Henry 
Jackson Society advisory council. 

There are calls from Unite and 
blacklisted workers for Tebbit to 
clarify whether Spellar supplied him 
and the Thatcher government with 
information about union activists 
and colluded with Special Branch. 
Activists are also demanding that 
Spellar be called to give evidence to 
the UCPI. 

 ● The next UCPI hearings start on 
Monday 26 April. The Campaign 
Opposing Police Surveillance 
(COPS) and Police Spies Out Of 
Lives (PSOOL) campaign will be 
organising lobbying events then. 
For more information go to COPS 
website: campaignopposingpolice-
surveillance.org

Shrewsbury pickets exonerated after almost 50 years
But full scope of state conspiracy still to be unearthed

‘Chingford skinhead’ spills the beans over government surveillance of union activists

Rob Williams, National Shop Stewards Network chair and Socialist Party speaking at a 2009 protest in support of justice for 
Shrewsbury Pickets. Ricky Tomlinson is seated second left, to the right of Arthur Scargill photo A tAylor

Militant, forerunner of the Socialist, 
with a 1974 headline campaigning for 
the release of jailed Shrewsbury pickets 
Ricky Tomlinson and Des Warren
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AREA £ RECEIVED £ TARGET Q1: JANUARY-MARCH 2021 DEADLINE: 31 MARCH 2021
Wales 5,861 2,300 255%

South West 3,054 1,800 170%
East Midlands 2,631 1,850 142%

London 6,532 4,600 142%
West Midlands 3,492 2,600 134%

North West 1,385 1,150 120%
Yorkshire 3,057 2,550 120%
Northern 853 750 114%

Southern & SE 2,611 2,350 111%
Eastern 905 1,200 75%

Other 6,299 3,850 164%
TOTAL 36,680 25,000 147%

SOCIALIST PARTY FIGHTING FUND

Donate now to fuel our election 
campaigns

Fund the fightback
DONATE TODAY

 ● Visit socialistparty.org.uk/donate or call 020 8988 8777
 ● or make cheques payable to Socialist Party, 

PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

Across England and Wales, Social-
ist Party members are already busy 
campaigning and getting the anti-
austerity socialist message out to 
as wide an audience as possible 
through the Trade Unionist and So-
cialist Coalition election campaigns. 

Our leaflets, posters and plac-
ards are going down extremely 
well. Socialist Party members and 
supporters are making sure we 
have been able to produce all this 

material through their tremendous 
donations and fundraising. They 
have helped us smash through this 
quarter’s fighting fund target and 
responded brilliantly to the Socialist 
Party election appeal. 

We want to make sure we have the 
best possible election campaign with 
leaflets, posters and placards get-
ting out far and wide. We urgently 
need your money now, so if you are 
yet to make a donation, or have an 
outstanding pledge, please rush it in 
immediately.

Online rally – marking 150 years since the Paris Commune
AMNON COhEN
North LoNdoN SociaLiSt Party

Members of the Committee for a 
Workers’ International (CWI) from 
five continents took part in an online 
rally on Sunday 28 March. The event 
took place to commemorate 150 years 
since the Paris Commune, the first oc-
casion the working class took power, 
and to discuss the lessons for today.

The rally was opened by Cécile 
Rimbaud of Gauche Révolutionnaire 
- the CWI section in France, who de-
scribed the events leading up to the 
working class seizing power in Paris, 
and the gains during the six weeks of 
workers’ rule. The Commune estab-
lished universal suffrage, abolished 
night work and child labour, officials 
were only paid a workers’ wage, and 
theatres and orchestras performed 
for free. 

She described how the French rul-
ing class helped to drown the revo-
lution in blood, with 30,000 people 
massacred.

Cécile was followed by Peter 
Taaffe, member of the International 
Secretariat of the CWI.  He explained 

how the experience of the Paris Com-
mune led Marx and Engels to draw 
the conclusion that the capitalist 
state could not be taken over by the 
working class, but had to be smashed 
and replaced by a workers’ state. 

A workers’ state
Peter explained the reason for the 
defeat of the Commune - the fail-
ure of its leadership to act decisively 
and defeat the forces of reaction. The 
most important conclusion was the 
need for a revolutionary party, armed 
with a strategy to act decisively, and 
lead the working class to victory.

As always, Peter brought history 
to life, using these events to illumi-
nate the strategy for events facing 
us today. He drew out the strategy 
needed to defeat the military in the 
revolutionary upheavals in Myanmar 
where the military has massacred 
400 people.

Unfortunately, not all revolution-
ary movements have learned from 
history. Steve Hollasky from SOL, the 
CWI’s section in Germany, explained 
how the failure to learn the lessons of 
the Commune led to the defeat or the 

German Revolution after the end of 
World War One. 

Tony Saunois, secretary of the 
CWI, closed the meeting by explain-
ing how the capitalists will never be 
prepared to hand over power to the 
working class. Any hesitation, or at-
tempt to carry through half a revo-
lution, would give the capitalists the 
chance to seek revenge, as was seen 
in the brutal crushing of the move-
ments in 1970s Chile, the Spanish 
Civil War, and Myanmar today.

We need to learn the lessons of 
the Commune and build the forces 
of socialism internationally, capable 
of arming the working class with the 
ideas and organisation needed to 
win the coming battles to overthrow 
capitalism.

The meeting was an inspiring trib-
ute to the anniversary of the Com-
mune, but also helped clarify the task 
we face in engaging with the intensi-
fying political convulsions in society 
today. As Steve Hollasky said, “we are 
all Communards!”

 ● Read more ‘When the 
working class stormed heaven’ at 
socialistparty.org.uk

Just some  
of the events where the Socialist  

newspaper was sold in the past week…

Selling 
theSocialist

●Waltham Forest
In the last few weeks, since the par-
tial relaxing of lockdown restrictions, 
I have put on my mask and resumed 
regular sales of the Socialist in 
Waltham Forest, east London. I have 
sold 91 copies of the paper in seven 
sales so far, 51 of those have been us-
ing a card reader – every seller of the 
Socialist should have one!

Most of my paper sales are at tube 
and bus stations, areas where work-
ers are on their way to and from work. 
There are four tube stations in my 
area that I rotate around.

I take posters with me and stick 
them on lampposts 50 or 100 me-
tres in front of and behind me so 
that people know that they are 

approaching someone selling so-
cialist ideas. 

Hopefully they read as they ap-
proach, see the Socialist Party logo, 
and then they see our paper. Some-
times I write the slogans on the post-
ers myself, but the Socialist Party 
produces lots of really good and 
relevant posters with slogans that 
resonate and get distributed for our 
members to use.

It is important that we do every-
thing we can to try to make people 
feel comfortable, I try to start a con-
versation and talk to people about 
what they do for a living and so on. 
I always make sure that I have in my 
mind what kind of articles are in the 
paper so that I can relate it to what 
people tell me.

The main advice I would give to 
new sellers, is the same that was giv-
en to me years ago. And that is to re-
member that you don’t need to know 
everything. It is fine to say that you 
don’t know, and I often point people 
to our website where they are likely 
to find articles that the Socialist Party 
has published on the issue.
MArTiN rEYNOLdS

●Enfield
We have recently begun a weekly sale 
at Brimsdown train station – serving 
the nearby industrial estate. The area 
includes some big workplaces in-
cluding an Amazon warehouse, two 
largescale bakeries, and many more 
distribution centres. 

By selling in the morning before 
work we are able to meet workers 
both on their way to work, and fin-
ishing night shifts. So far we have 
sold to Amazon workers interested in 
getting organised, an electrician who 
had just been laid off, and a worker 
on her way to an interview.

With attacks on workers’ pay and 
conditions set to further increase, we 
hope to be able to give confidence to 
workers to struggle by arming them 
with the ideas in the Socialist.
JOSh ASkEr

Join the Socialist 
Students day of 

action

 ● Visit socialiststudents.org.uk/join
 ● or call 020 8988 8761
 ● or text your name and school, 

college or uni to 07749 379 010

Martin selling the Socialist

Wed 21 April

Brighton SocialiSt Party

Barricades errected by the Commune in April 1871  Pierre-amBroiSe richeBourg/cc

Socialist Students groups up 
and down the country have so 
far planned 20 different protests 
as part of the day of action. 
We defend the right to protest, 
demand free education and an 
end to rip-off rents. Get in touch 
to help plan more protests, or to 
contact a local organiser.
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The SocialiST inbox

Do you have SomeThing To Say?
 ● Send your news, views and criticism, in not more 

than 150 words, to editors@socialistparty.org.uk - or 
if you’re not online, PO Box 1398, Enfield EN1 9GT

 ● We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters. 
For legal reasons, we need your full name, address 
and phone number - but confidentiality will be 
respected if requested

●Sexism in schools
I have read the reports of sexual harass-
ment in schools with huge sadness but 
also massive anger. Schools have been 
made unsafe for students! 

But this is no accident. A big part of that 
comes down to the way schools are organ-
ised - with the central emphasis on exam 
achievement and league tables. Where’s 
the room for real discussion about re-
lationships with properly trained staff? 
Where’s the space to explore the impact 
sexism and discrimination have on society 
and give young people confidence to stand 
up to it together? 

Cuts to support staff are also a major 
factor. The GMB union reported that almost 
12,000 teaching assistant roles were cut 
between 2011 and 2020. Students need 
support now more than ever. 

Let’s fight for schools to be run in a way 
that serves the needs of the working class - 
our youth and our communities. That starts 
with no cuts, no academies, and local dem-
ocratic control by community, including stu-
dent and trade union, organisations.
Emma Smith
Chingford

●Teen film has moxie
I thought Moxie was brilliant. It’s a new 
teen drama on Netflix about school stu-
dents - girls and boys - campaigning 
against sexism at their school. It’s inter-
esting that Hollywood thinks this more 
political topic will appeal to young people. 
All the tropes from the genre are slightly 
heightened to make for disturbing viewing. 

It isn’t just anger and rage against in-
justice, although there’s plenty of that 
throughout. But campaigning, organising, 
discussing and meeting are all central 
to the plot. It manages to be hilarious at 
times too. I think if any piece of film, book 
or TV programme has a positive impact on 
people’s attitudes on the topic, then it’s 
done a good thing. Moxie does that by the 
bucketload.
ian PattiSon
Waltham abbey, essex

●nationalise the 
banks
The Financial Times reported that “the 
UK government has sold £1.1 billion of 
shares in NatWest in a move the Treas-
ury described as an ‘important step’ in 
returning the bank to private ownership 
but which crystallised a £1.8 billion loss 
for the taxpayer.” 

Only three days earlier, the Financial 
Conduct Authority had launched criminal 
proceedings against NatWest for “failing to 
comply with anti-money laundering rules.”

The bank (then the RBS group) was 
bailed out in 2008 and is still mainly state-
owned while it gradually gets reprivatised.

Millions of working-class and middle-
class people are in thousands of pounds 
of debt to the banksters. Some are re-
ally struggling. Many MPs own significant 
shares in these vast institutions.

How do the Tories get away with this? 
Where is a party demanding public owner-
ship of the banks with democratic oversight 
and management by the working class?

Keir Starmer’s Labour appears more 
like a fan club than a serious opposition. 
Our trade unions must find a deserving re-
cipient of our political funds.
andy BEadlE
deptford, south london

●greed 

In a pastiche of Gordon Gekko, the crook-
ed stock trader in the movie ‘Wall Street’, 
who proclaimed: “Greed is good”, Boris 
Johnson boasted to his Tory lap dog MPs: 
“The reason we have the vaccine suc-
cess is because of capitalism, because 
of greed, my friends”.

Johnson conveniently forgets that the 
Oxford Jenner Institute/AstraZeneca 
vaccine was developed courtesy of £65 
million direct funding from the British 
government and nearly $1 billion from 
the US administration.

Moreover, the roll-out vaccination 
programme in the UK is being delivered 
through the publicly owned and funded 
National Health Service.

Meanwhile, Johnson’s ‘world beat-
ing’ test-and-trace system - which has 
consumed £37 billion of public funds, 
with private consultants charging up to 
£6,250 a day and swelling the balance 
sheet of companies like Serco - has been 
branded ‘a costly failure’ by the Public Ac-
counts Committee.
Simon CartEr
east london

Boris Johnson is a result of capitalism 
and greed. The vaccine is not.

Confidence in the vaccine is under-
mined when politicians try to take credit 
for it or to say that the ruling ideology of 
the Conservative Party - capitalism and 
greed - is responsible.

The rollout of the vaccine is a victory 
for the NHS. The NHS was brought in with 
the support of trade-union sponsored 
MPs while the Tories voted against. 
dErEk mCmillan
West sussex

●‘no jab, no job’ 
counterproductive
Ensuring the safety of care home resi-
dents should be a key priority in the battle 
against coronavirus. However, the govern-
ment’s leaked plan to make it mandatory 
for care home workers to have the vac-
cine is counterproductive. 

Take-up is still relatively low - two thirds 
- among social care staff, and this needs 
to be improved. But rather than being 
threatened and bullied, workers should 
be informed and persuaded to take the 
jab. 

Some private care home providers are 
already insisting on a punitive ‘no jab, no 
job’ policy for staff, which will cause more 
to quit and less people being taken on. 
This comes in a sector with poor working 
conditions and low pay, where there are 
currently 100,000 vacancies to be filled.

In addition, government and private 
sector coercion is only likely to further 
deter those who have concerns about 
having the vaccine. There are many rea-
sons why people might choose not to, but 
a significant factor is a lack of trust. Par-
ticularly in the vested interests of giant 
pharmaceutical companies and negative 
experiences of the underfunded and out-
sourced NHS under the Tories. 

The only way this can be fully ad-
dressed is by taking the NHS and phar-
maceutical industry out the hands of 
greedy profiteers, integrating them and 
managing them under democratic work-
ers’ control. This would ensure all deci-
sions are transparent and accountable to 
the majority, to restore trust and protect 
our most vulnerable.
dan Smart
bristol

●‘big oil’ toxicity
Each year in the UK there are 40,000 
‘excess deaths’ from air pollution, mostly 
caused by particulate matter (fine soot) 
and nitrogen dioxide from car exhaust 
emissions. Low-income neighbourhoods 
are often the worst affected by this traf-
fic pollution.

It has now been revealed in the Guard-
ian that the oil industry had known about 
the toxic effects of their products on hu-
man health for 50 years, but fiercely lob-
bied governments against introducing 
air pollution controls that would have hit 
the industry’s profits.

But the duplicity continues. Today, ‘big 
oil’ strenuously claims to be contributing 
to a ‘greener future’ by investing in clean 
energy technologies. This is at the same 
time as pushing for new licences for oil 
exploration, as well as acquiring govern-
ment tax breaks for oil production, and 
so forth.

The only way to protect public health 
is to nationalise big oil, rapidly phase out 
petrol and diesel cars, and invest in envi-
ronmentally friendly and sustainable en-
ergy generation and transport as part of 
an overall economic plan of production.
Simon CartEr
east london

●liverpool Tory 
hypocrisy
Justifying the Tory takeover of Liverpool 
City Council, Channel 4 news reporter 
Liz Bates claimed the inspector’s report 
revealed “a culture of cronyism”. 

This, when Boris Johnson’s Tory gov-
ernment during the pandemic has be-
come a byword for cronyism!

The Times also quoted from the in-
spector’s report about [an] “environ-
ment of intimidation”. Not unlike B.J 
effectively deselecting long standing 
Tory MPs before the 2019 general elec-
tion because they opposed his ‘Get Brex-
it done’ mantra!

The Times further reported that 
communities secretary Robert Jenrick 
highlighted the “awarding of dubious 
contracts”. What about the government’s 
scandalous procurement of PPE!

As well as Jenrick’s own department 
awarding millions of pounds of ‘aid’ to his 
constituency, Newark, which he boasted 
about before the 2019 general election!

But the far greater crime of delivering 
a decade of Tory austerity goes unmen-
tioned. I’m sure the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition candidate for Liver-
pool’s city mayor, Roger Bannister, will 
remedy that omission!
John mErrEll
leiCester

Women, violence and defiance 

louiSE harriSon 
yorkshire Women’s lives matter

In the wake of Sarah Everard’s kidnap 
and murder by a serving policeman, 
the shock, grief and anger that fol-
lowed was the final straw for many 
young women who took to the streets 
to demand an end to violence against 
women. 

Why did this happen now?  Recent 
research shows that 97% of young 
women aged 13-25 in the UK have 
experienced one or more acts of sex-
ual harm against them by boys and 
men, boys and men they often know. 

These findings, along with higher 
levels of domestic homicide of wom-
en by men under lockdown, and rape 
convictions of women and girls in the 
UK down to 3% - fed into the organis-
ing and attendance of the vigils.  

Women of all ages have started 
talking about their shared experi-
ences of domestic violence, stalking, 
rape, child sexual abuse and sexual 
harassment. 

This moment of anger and action - 
our #MeToo moment - shows us the 
way we can begin a process to chal-
lenge sexism and misogyny. And 
that’s with collective action that de-
mands change and solidarity. 

Within hours of the Clapham 
Common vigil for Sarah being called 
the government made some conces-
sions. However, no concession made 
by the state and any of its institutions 
is guaranteed. The 1970 Equal Pay 
Act  is just that, an act. Millions of 
women workers like myself do skilled 
jobs but are paid so-called unskilled 
wages. 

The bosses use the unpaid caring 
role women are expected to perform 
in the family to keep our wages low 
and respect for our work even lower. 
This unequal treatment at work and 
within the family is an oppression 

that manifests itself in all parts of our 
lives. 

The solution is not to look to Met 
Police chief Cressida Dick or Home 
Secretary Priti Patel for empathy or 
leadership.  Not all women are op-
pressed in the same way. Our class 
position in society is key to under-
standing why women in power pro-
tect men in power over ordinary 
women. 

My mum, Joyce Sheppard from 
Women Against Pit Closures, said: 
“We learnt very quickly that Margaret 
Thatcher was not our ally. Not only 
had she taken free milk from some 
children in schools but she was hell-
bent on breaking our mining com-
munities by destroying their jobs and 
trade union”. 

She also said that the newspapers 
at that time were all quite sexist. But 
one thing she’s proud of the NUM  
for is voting to get rid of ‘page three’ 
from the miners’ union paper. This 
happened because men and women 
were politically organising together 
and an understanding developed 
that state oppression affected our 
communities in many different 
ways.

After the police violence against 
Clapham mourners, many trade un-
ions came out in support of the pro-
testers. This support has to remain. 

Women have started taking the 
lead and showing us that fight-
ing back against violence against 
women has to happen now. I hope 
the grassroots organising continues 
and does not wait for public opin-
ion or leadership from those in any 
forms of power. The momentum for 
change has to come from below. 
That’s where the strength, the brav-
ery and power lies.

 ● For full article search Women’s 
Lives Matter on Facebook 

Football abuse scandal: Reclaim the 
game for justice and democracy
matt doBSon
soCialist party sCotland

F
our years after the explosive 
and powerful testimony of ex-
footballer Andy Woodward, an 
independent review into child 
sexual abuse in football be-

tween 1970-2005 has been published 
by the Football Association (FA).

The fallout, with many ex-players 
feeling confident to come forward, 
including former England interna-
tional Paul Stewart, led to then FA 
chairman Greg Clarke stating this 
was the “biggest crisis in the organi-
sation’s history”. This resulted in Clive 
Sheldon’s review. 

For many survivors, four years was 
too long. Their public request for an 
interim report was not granted. There 
isn’t just harrowing evidence in Shel-
don’s report of sexual abuse of chil-
dren by prolific paedophile coaches 
who operated at professional clubs 
such as Barry Bennell. There is also 
evidence of what happened to sur-
vivors afterwards as they struggled 
with trauma causing addiction, re-
lationship and family breakdowns, 
suicide attempts, as well as damaged 
football careers.

Sheldon’s report has had a sig-
nificant impact. Disgracefully, it 
was only its publication that forced 
public apologies from some of the 

seventeen professional clubs that 
are named. Some of the apologies, 
like that of Crewe Alexandra, whose 
board still has links with those who 
ran the club at the time of the abuse 
by Bennell, are, in the words of survi-
vors, “mealy mouthed”. 

Crewe says sorry, but with the 
qualification “if there were in fact 
any warning signs that ought to have 
led the club to do more”. This is in re-
sponse to Sheldon criticising the club 
for not monitoring Bennell despite a 
director getting police advice.

In one shocking part of the report, 
Dario Gradi, a famous coach and 
manager at Crewe and Chelsea, now 
banned by the FA for life, who worked 
with two abusers, Bennell and Eddie 
Heath, initially says to Sheldon that 
he does not regard someone forcing 
their hand down a boy’s trousers as 
assault.  

In January 2017, the Socialist 
raised the sheer scale of the prob-
lem of child sexual abuse in football. 
The report confirms this. Police Op-
eration Hydrant has dealt with 600 
survivors and 240 suspects. We also 
raised concern at football’s govern-
ing bodies and their corporate nature 
running an inquiry, and called for a 
genuinely independent inquiry in-
volving survivors groups, players and 
football unions, and the wider trade 
union movement.  

The correctness of this stance has 
been borne out by the serious weak-
nesses of this inquiry and that of 
clubs since the media gave coverage 
to the issue. Neither involved survi-
vors in working out a remit. 

Abuse survivor Ian Ackley, one of 
the very first to come forward in the 
powerful 1997 Channel 4 Dispatches 
documentary ‘Soccer’s Foul Play’, 
said the report was as “dilute as Vim-
to for two-year olds”. 

He also points to a key weakness in 
Sheldon’s recommendations, that of 
how an infrastructure around child 
protection in football will be funded 
despite massive big business profits 
by sponsors. Sheldon even only rec-
ommends that staff trained in this 
field are employed part time at non-
league and amateur level. 

Many ex-player survivors also 
rightly point out that Sheldon is too 
soft on both the clubs and the FA, us-
ing the historical context that public 
awareness of child abuse in sport 
and wider society was lower in the 
70s, 80s and 90s. Despite sizeable 
evidence contained in the report 
about warning signs from expert 
academics, and many rumours and 
complaints about inappropriate be-
haviour, at that stage survivors did 
not feel confident to disclose sexual 
abuse around abusers at clubs. 

The report uses contradictory 

language. On the one hand there 
are “institutional failures” at the FA, 
which gave little priority to child pro-
tection. But this is down to “naivety” 
and was still ahead of other sports. 
This does not make clear enough 
that the FA’s priorities were driven 
in this period by corporate interests, 
the creation of the lucrative Pre-
mier League, World Cup bids, the 
new Wembley stadium and hosting 
Euro 96. Sheldon only makes recom-
mendations to the FA and clubs. No 
independent body exists to regulate 
their actions in future. 

Corporate priority over player wel-
fare at clubs is also outlined in the 
report. Evidence is presented that 
Gradi lobbied Crewe for Bennell, 
who worked as a scout of players, to 
receive part of his financial commis-
sion from transfer fees when talented 
players were sold, despite rumours 
and concerns by directors about 
Bennell’s methods. 

Sheldon’s recommendations are 
also weak about what support provi-
sion there will be for survivors in the 
future. 

Football is big business-dominat-
ed, reflecting capitalist society. In 
such a profit-driven system there are 
power imbalances and limited dem-
ocratic checks on who wields power. 

The Sheldon report shows abusers 
often targeted the most working-class 
players and their families, using gifts 
and the promise of a transformed life 
of riches to groom children. 

Fans, players and coaches need to 
reclaim our beautiful game. Football 
clubs should be run democratically 
under community ownership. They 
and governing bodies should be non-
profit with the election of officials 
and coaches, subject to recall. 
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Freeports spell deregulation, low 
pay and a new race to the bottom

Nick chaffey
SocialiSt Party national committee

e
ight new freeports in Eng-
land covering Felixstowe and 
Harwich, East Midlands Air-
port, Humber, Liverpool City 
Region, Plymouth, Solent, 

Thames and Teesside, each poten-
tially up to 27 miles across, were 
launched in Sunak’s latest budget. 
His fanfare promises levelling up, but 
for workers it will mean deregulation, 
low pay and a continuation of the ne-
oliberal race to the bottom.

Big business cheered the propos-
als, which Sunak said would have 
“different rules to make it easier and 
cheaper to do business”. The Treasury 
spelt it out clearly: “The government 
intends to enable employers oper-
ating in a freeport tax site to pay 0% 
employer national insurance contri-
butions on the salaries of any new 
employee working in the freeport tax 
site.”

Freeports have been rightly at-
tacked by Unite as ‘sinkholes’, with 
Unite general secretary Len McClus-
key saying: “These ports stand in ut-
ter contradiction to the pledge to 
level up, and we will oppose them.”

There is nothing new about free-
ports in Britain or internationally. 
They were first introduced by Thatch-
er in 1984 but phased out in 2012. 
The RMT maritime and transport un-
ion has joined the criticisms: “Free-
ports will create a two-tier workforce 

and turn these regions into bargain 
basements for multinational compa-
nies to enjoy increased profits at the 
expense of workers’ safety, employ-
ment rights and public services. 

“This is no model for sustainable 
economic growth and handing con-
trol of ports to international con-
glomerates is casino economics.”

Localised zones will not create 
new jobs but suck in work from else-
where, fuelling deindustrialisation in 
some areas while piling greater pres-
sures on areas already facing short-
ages in housing and services.

Bosses’ profits
The government’s measures are de-
signed to shore up bosses’ profits 
at the expense of workers, paid for 
by the state, as British capitalism 
continues its long-term economic 
decline and investment stagnation. 
Sunak’s hopes for a “turbo-charged 
Brexit boost” are just that, hopes, as 
prospects for capitalism are a sharp 
and deepening crisis.

Unite points to the need for a trade 
deal with the European Union as a 
means to securing economic devel-
opment while protecting jobs and 
working conditions. But the EU has 
offered no protection to workers 
through its discredited ‘posted work-
ers’ directive’, which has been anoth-
er tool to undermine hard-won trade 
union conditions for seafarers and 
construction workers alike.

Socialist policies are needed to 

ensure full employment, a living 
wage and economic development. 
Trade unions need to argue for the 
defence of all jobs, pay and working 
conditions and be prepared to launch 
coordinated strike action to confront 
any attacks by the employers. That 
should be linked to a campaign to 
renationalise the docks and trans-
portation as part of a socialist plan 
of production under workers’ demo-
cratic control and management.

Such a campaign should link up 
with workers internationally where 
freeports and tax havens operate an-
ti-trade union policies to maximise 
profits and drive down wages.

Local councils could play an im-
portant part in this fight. But Labour 
councils have welcomed these de-
velopments. Southampton Labour 
council leader, Chris Hammond, sits 
on the self-appointed Solent Local 
Enterprise Partnership that submit-
ted the Solent bid.

Rather than fighting freeports, La-
bour councils are further undermin-
ing any democratic control of docks 
and transport into the hands of prof-
it-hungry big business. This points to 
the urgent need for Unite to join with 
the RMT in developing a new mass 
workers’ party to fight the freeports. 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coali-
tion (TUSC) candidates will be to the 
fore in arguing clearly against this 
continuation of the race to the bot-
tom, with socialist and international-
ist policies.

No start for life
Nasso christou
Haringey, nortH london

Tory MP Andrea Leadsom an-
nounced her ‘Start for Life’ proposal 
last week. Her plan to establish a 
‘new service’ for children up to age 
two is being trumpeted as an innova-
tive service to address the inequali-
ties suffered by the poorest children 
in society.  

Sadly, the Tories have not had a 
‘road to Damascus’ moment. The 
harm done to children, especially 
young children, is so evident, even 
the Tories are having to acknowledge 
it. The horrific damage suffered by 
a whole generation due to austerity 
and cuts for over ten years has been 
brutally exposed by the pandemic. In 
that time the number of children in 
poverty has risen to around 4 million, 
and 2.3 million children are living in 
homes with domestic abuse, severe 
parental mental health issues and al-
cohol and drug abuse.  

The ‘Family Hubs’ Leadsom is pro-
posing to deal with these enormous 
challenges is not a new service at all. 
At best it is a poor imitation of the 
Labour government’s Sure Start Chil-
dren’s Centre (SSCC) programme. At 

worst it’s a further reduction of what 
is left of these services after ten years 
of Tory cuts .  

The development of SSCCs in the 
‘noughties’, as part of Labour’s strate-
gy to eliminate child poverty by 2020, 
was one of the New Labour govern-
ment’s most progressive policies. It 
offered a universal service to support 
families with children from concep-
tion to five years, not just the 0-2 year 
olds that Leadsom is offering. Work-
ing with other services is also not a 
new idea, nor is registering births in 
a children’s centre.  

SSCC services were provided 
through multi-agency partnerships 
between education, health and social 
care services working together. But 
these well-funded centres offered so 
much more than just maternity clin-
ics, child health clinics and parenting 
classes. They prevented the social 
isolation that many new parents and 
young children experience by pro-
viding opportunities and places for 
social as well as educational activities 
and thoroughly professional support. 

No funding has been allocated for 
Leadsom’s proposal but it’s been giv-
en a high media profile. The fact that 
they are offering anything like this at 
all shows that the Tories are getting 
nervous. No doubt the local elections 
looming in May are concentrating 
their minds somewhat. 

Liberty Steel, employing 5,000 work-
ers, mainly located in Rotherham, has 
gone bust. The government has re-
jected a £170 million bailout demand 
from its tycoon boss Sanjeev Gupta.

The demise of the steelmaking 
company follows the collapse of its 
principal backer Greensill Capital. 
It’s reported that former Tory PM Da-
vid Cameron acted as a paid adviser 
to Greensill and had lobbied the 
chancellor Rishi Sunak for coronavi-
rus support loans. 

This mix of big business and lead-
ing Tories gets murkier. According to 
the Times: “Lex Greensill, the owner 
of the finance firm, enriched himself 

through a government backed loan 
scheme he designed after Cameron 
gave him access to eleven depart-
ments and agencies”. 

As the recent scandal of govern-
ment-backed secretive PPE con-
tracts has revealed, handing over 
government keys to big business 
is no historic anachronism but a 
commonplace.

The trade unions should demand 
nationalisation of the ailing steel 
company to save jobs and working-
class communities, along with a pub-
lic, independent workers’ inquiry 
into the Greensill/government fund-
ing arrangements. 

Nationalise Liberty Steel to save jobs

Protesting against the closure of a Sure Start centre in 2011

Port of Felixstowe  John Fielding/cc

Socialist Liverpool City 
Council inspired me

Warning: Labour Party cutters 
- careful who you phone!

alexis edwards
Hackney SocialiSt Party

There I was, browsing my computer, 
as you do… when the landline rings. 
That is not something that happens 
very often in our house, especially 
as we have a call-barring service on 
our phone. “This is Lynne from the 
Labour Party”, says the caller.

We haven’t been members of the 
Labour Party since we were deemed 
‘too socialist’ in the 1980s, so I asked 
how she had my number, and she 
said from the Electoral Roll. I thought 
this was odd but didn’t question it 
further. 

She said she was ringing round 
asking voters what is important to 
them, and my immediate response 
was: “No cuts!” “Oh, we can’t do that”, 
came the reply, “we can’t set an ille-
gal budget”. 

I spoke a bit about the huge 
achievements made by Liverpool 
City Council in the 1980s, and that 
we need representatives like that 
who are prepared to fight for us. She 
continued with the ‘can’t do that’ 
refrain and not wanting to be sur-
charged. She then moved on to ask if 
I had ever voted Labour, and I con-
firmed I did when Jeremy Corbyn 
was standing, but added that even 
he was disappointingly weak on sup-
porting and encouraging local coun-
cils to oppose cuts. I added that I was 
hoping to be able to vote for a Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition can-
didate in the coming elections.

Having said all that, I was a bit sur-
prised by her next question: “So what 
do you think of Keir Starmer?” she 
asked, and I replied: “He should be 
in the Tory Party!” There was silence, 

so I added “I think you know where 
I’m coming from” - and that ended 
the call.

The next day we received a news-
letter from our ward Labour Party. 
The headline was “Labour’s candi-
date for King’s Park ward by-election 
on May 6 is Lynn Troughton”, so that 
was who the caller was, if only I’d 
known - she would have had some 
questions from me!

One of the key issues in the news-
letter was “new homes for locals”, 
where it talked about three new de-
velopments across the ward and 
the provision of “34 new affordable 
homes, with 25 social rented and 19 
shared ownership, as well as four for 
private sale (to cover the cost of pro-
viding social rent homes)”.

This is the pattern in Hackney. 
Just up the road from us two coun-
cil estates, made up of low-rise yel-
low brick buildings, set back from 
the road and with grassed areas and 
planting at the front, have been de-
molished. They were replaced with 
monstrosities built much higher 
and close to the road. They provide 
fewer properties at social rent than 
the original council homes on these 
sites.

In post-war Britain, when we had 
a massive housing programme of 
council flats and houses, never was 
there the excuse of needing to build 
homes for private sale to pay for it. 
Developers tell the council to jump, 
and the council asks: “How high?” 
Gentrification is a curse for the poor. 
As I said to Lynne Troughton, we 
need representatives who will fight 
for us and not cower in the corner.

Vote for candidates who will fight 
cuts and fight for us - vote TUSC!

chris roBiNsoN
merSeySide SocialiSt Party

I come from a Labour-voting family, 
and grew up on a Cheshire council 
estate in the 1960s’ boom. The work-
ing class benefited from the many 
reforms of the 1945 Labour landslide.

Both my parents grew up in the 
1930s and the war years. My mum 
recalled seeing the night sky lit up 
when the blitz hit Liverpool. She also 
remembered the bombed-out streets 
of Manchester where she was sent, as 
a fourteen-year old, to work in a chip 
shop to help her family make ends 
meet. 

My dad knew about the ‘means test’ 
and bailiffs. His first job as a school-
leaver: ‘Emptying shit tins’, long be-
fore proper sanitation was provided 
for workers’ homes. Mum was told 
she would have passed the test and 
made it to grammar school, had those 
middle-class institutions not been 
closed off, as if they were fee-paying 
schools. She also told how her mother 
died in the 1950s still owing pre-war 
doctors’ bills. Labour’s 1945 election 
victory changed all that.

Unfortunately, Labour didn’t go 
far enough and soon began to row 
back from those policies. This ena-
bled the Tories to gradually chip 
away at the halfway house of liberal 
social reforms.

By the time I could vote, in 1974, 
naturally I voted Labour. But I 
couldn’t understand why it was that 
even though I voted Labour, there 
was still so much unemployment and 
cuts. I didn’t fully understand. I used 
to watch the Labour conferences, 

enjoyed the lively debates, and sup-
ported any workers on strike in-
stinctively. But, in the end it felt like 
nothing changed, however I voted.

Towards the end of the 1970s, trade 
unionists correctly fought their own 
Labour government that was act-
ing like Tories. Being unemployed, 
I chanced my luck and got work in 
Germany through much of the 1980s.

I always kept an interest in politics, 
going on the big anti-nuke demo in 
Bonn in 1982. The 1984-85 miners’ 
strike was in all the German news-
papers too. I returned to England 
to study in March 1985, just as the 
miners returned to work, beaten but 
unbowed.

In university, I was always suspi-
cious of most student activists, usu-
ally middle-class kids with political 
acne, the ‘Socialist Worker’ pushed 
in my face, calling for revolution 
“like, tomorrow”.

One thing caught my eye on TV 
and in the papers - the ongoing bat-
tles between Thatcher and Liverpool 
City Council. The council was hated 
by the media, Tories and the right of 
Labour. I thought: “If all those people 
hate them, they must be doing some-
thing right.”

Back home, away from college, a 
friend told me he was a member of 
the Militant Tendency - now Socialist 
Party. He explained how it was a left 
faction in the Labour Party, among 
many other factions of left and right, 
adding that many of their members 
were involved in the Liverpool strug-
gle. I was intrigued and went to a 
meeting and joined there and then.

I also bought a copy of ‘Liverpool: 

A City That Dared to Fight’ by Pe-
ter Taaffe and Tony Mulhearn. And 
that’s when my political education 
really got started.

The book presented a blow-by-
blow account of how the 47 Labour 
councillors not only put a manifesto 
together, but how they actually put it 
into action. 

Many might think about putting a 
radical, socialist manifesto together, 
but aren’t prepared to carry it out if 
elected. The Liverpool councillors, led 
by socialists, turned their manifesto 
into bricks and mortar - homes, jobs, 
better pay - and the capitalist media 
and politicians hated them for it.

The book covers a potted political 
history of Liverpool, how elections 
are won, and how to prioritise invest-
ment in the lives of working-class 
people.

It also tells how the capitalists, in-
cluding the Labour right wing, put 
every obstacle and every slander in 
place, in order to dampen down the 
achievements of the socialist council 
in case the ideas spread across the 
country. 

As one Liverpool member said to 
me at the time: “Where are they go-
ing to expel us to? The workplaces, 
the unions, the council estates”. This 
was borne out when we formed the 
organisational backbone of the glori-
ous anti-poll tax campaign just a cou-
ple of years later. It was a great time to 
reread ‘Liverpool: A City that Dared 
to Fight’ then, and it’s a great time to 
read it now.

It taught me what socialism is, after 
all: “An ounce of action is worth a ton 
of theory.”

 ● Liverpool - A City that Dared 
to Fight by Peter Taaffe and Tony 
Mulhearn is available for £14.95  
at Left Books

March in support of Liverpool’s socialist city council
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 ● An immediate 15% pay rise for all health 
and care staff

 ● Unions must organise for strike action
 ● Reverse privatisation. Scrap the Private 

Finance Initiative. Cancel PFI debt. Bring all 
outsourced workers and services in-house 
on permanent contracts

 ● A fully publicly funded NHS and care 
system, free at the point of use

 ● A socialist NHS - democratically run 
by elected committees, including service 
workers and users

 ● We can’t trust pro-privatisation, pro-
austerity, anti-working-class politicians. For a 
new mass workers’ party 

D
espite government ministers dish-
ing out billions of pounds in dodgy 
PPE contracts to their chums, loans 
to bosses, and £37 billion on a largely 
failed test-and-trace system, Chancel-

lor Rishi Sunak has offered a measly 1% pay 
rise to overworked health workers. And for 
other public sector workers earning modest 
wages, he has imposed yet another pay freeze.

Along with higher council tax, reductions in 
Universal Credit, and the freezing of income 
tax thresholds, it’s been estimated that NHS 
families could be over £1,000 a year worse off. 
What a kick in the teeth for health workers, 
over 850 of whom have died from Covid-19 
during the year-long pandemic. 

And instead of ensuring adequate PPE, 
good pay, and a larger workforce, all the 
government seems to do is to encourage the 
public to ‘show their love for the NHS’, ‘light 
a candle’, or ‘applaud’ health workers. But all 
those public expressions of support for the 
NHS won’t pay health workers’ rents or mort-
gages, or the ever-rising utility bills.

Labour has criticised the inadequacy of the 
government’s 1% pay rise but all Keir Starmer 
seems to be offering is a paltry 2.1% - which 
was promised back in 2019! Even the auster-
ity-lite Scottish National Party government in 
Scotland has offered a 4% rise.

Clearly, none of the establishment parties 
are offering anything meaningful to workers 

and their families - a reason to support the 
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition elec-
toral alternative this May.

But in the meantime, the trade unions, 
representing health workers and the wider 
working class, must step up to the plate and 
demand a full 15% pay rise to make up for 
years of inadequate NHS pay rises. At the 
same time, they must draw up a coordinated 
battle plan, including strike action, to secure 
what workers need. 

Such a step would enjoy overwhelming 
public support and serve as a springboard for 
all those workers elsewhere facing ‘fire-and-
rehire’ ultimatums, savage wage cuts, and re-
dundancies from the bosses, to fight back.

NHS
PAY 15% now!:

photo london socialist party
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