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£4 billion funding black hole

Bail out 
the NhS

Richard Worth
Bristol Socialist Party

NHS hospitals 
may run out 
of money next 

year and be unable 
to pay their staff. 

This is the warning from Chris-
topher Smallwood, chair of St 
George’s University Hospitals 

NHS Foundation Trust in south 
west London. An extra £4 billion 
a year is needed to keep services 
running - double the funding gap 
estimated last year. Otherwise the 
NHS faces “widespread financial 
collapse.”

According to Smallwood, 
“since hospitals… take out loans 
to finance their deficits, their ac-
cumulated debt will become so 
large that many could run out of 
borrowing capacity and cash. At 
this point… they can no longer 
pay wages.”

Debt from part-privatised ‘pri-
vate finance initiative’ hospitals 
is costing £2 billion this year - or 
£3,729 every minute. This would 
pay the wages of all qualified mid-
wives for two and a half years! Re-
payments on this debt will esca-
late to £10 billion a year by 2017.

Underfunding
The NHS has suffered years of un-
derfunding. Since 2010 budgets 
have only increased 0.8% a year, 
while costs have soared by up to 5%.

This shortfall has hit hospitals 

and patients. Yet Jeremy Hunt, the 
Tory health secretary, is demand-
ing £22 billion of NHS “efficiency 
savings” - cuts - by 2020.

Cuts mean staff vacancies are 
left unfilled and staff-patient ra-
tios worsen. With increasing 
workloads and less staff, hospitals 
are already running at full capac-
ity. The onset of winter, however, 
threatens more demand.

Junior doctors have forced the 
government back on contract at-
tacks just by threatening strike 
action. Health unions must build 

for escalating strikes, coordinat-
ed with other unions. This is the 
lead Roger Bannister would give 
if elected as general secretary of 
health and public service union 
Unison.

The Socialist Party says: reverse 
all spending cuts and end the 
private finance initiative. Kick 
out the private profit vultures, 
and nationalise all healthcare 
and pharmaceutical companies 
under democratic workers’ 
control and management.

Formerly

£1/£2 
solidarity 
price

Jeremy Corbyn
Right wing steps up civil
war in Labour Party
> Pages 14-15

Socialism 2015: socialism back on the agenda 
> Pages 8-9

Fees must fall: fight for free education
> Page 11
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“We need a proper revolution!”
Wealthy broadcaster and presenter Victoria 
Coren Mitchell got a rapturous reception from 
the audience of Question Time on 5 November 
- saying: “We need a proper revolution!” She 
reflected working class anger over housing 
- while Labour and Tory representatives 
squabbled over who was at fault.

Coren Mitchell also said: “The idea that any 
young person, unless they are the child of a 
Russian oligarch, can live in London any more 
is preposterous. I think what has to happen is 
all of the young people, all of the workforce, just 
have to leave London. Work somewhere else.

“The government has to find something to 
offer people outside of London, to regenerate 
other parts of the country, and they’ll leave. 
All of these super-wealthy people with their 
iceberg houses with no nurses, no policemen, 
no firemen and no-one to clean the house, no-
one to deliver the mail to houses.”

Coren Mitchell highlights the power of 
ordinary people and their indispensable role in 
society. But the low-paid and poor shouldn’t be 
forced to give up and leave cities. A coordinated 
fightback against this vicious system is what’s 
needed - see our main article (above left).
Suzanne Beishon

 � You can watch Victoria Coren Mitchell on 
Question Time at http://bbc.in/1HvcNhi

 � Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn joined protests 
for a living wage for staff at Arsenal football club 
on 8 November. The left winger is swimming 
against the Blairite mainstream in Labour’s 
parliamentary group. But he looked right at 
home supporting low-paid workers ahead of 
the team’s 1-1 draw with Tottenham Hotspur.

Suzanne Beishon
Shared ownership householder

The news broke last week that peo-
ple were queuing overnight to buy 
studio flats in far-west London for 
£200,000.

Very few Londoners will have 
blinked an eye. Because this grim 
scenario is becoming the norm.

London’s house prices are rocket-
ing. Anyone trying to do the impos-
sible - get affordable housing in the 
capital - is thrown into a bear pit 
to fight it out for the few remaining 
scraps. 

The studios, converted from old 
American Airlines offices, start at 
£199,000. That’s for a 28-square-
metre ‘studio suite’. This rises to 
£355,000 for a one-bedroom apart-
ment.

Those supposedly lucky enough to 
make it through the doors and have 
a chance at one of the 228 flats will 
have to put down a £2,000 deposit. 
Then they must pay 20% of the value 
within ten months. All for homes not 
set to be completed until 2017.

The grotesque London property 
market never misses the chance to 
make a quick buck. This meant the 
majority queuing were in fact bloat-
ed property investors. A few desper-
ate, young first-time buyers were 
peppered around them.

Meanwhile, in south-east Lon-
don’s Peckham, a pre-fabricated 
1950s council-owned bungalow - 
on 0.6 acres of land - fell prey to a 
bidding war. It sold for a staggering 
£950,000.

Cram
Meanwhile young - and not-so-
young - renters cram into sheds, 
box rooms and cupboards in over-
crowded, dilapidated flats for sky-
high rents.

The Socialist Party fights for rent 
controls and a mass programme 
of council house building. Stop 
the sell-off of social housing stock. 
Bring unoccupied homes into pub-
lic ownership.

Take the wealth off the 1% super-
rich bosses and landlords - and end 
the living nightmare of our housing 
crisis.

Buyers queue overnight for 
‘affordable’ London homes

School kids must walk hands behind 
backs to ‘inspire’ ambition, says head
‘John’
Teacher

Students at one London primary 
school are being forced to march 
with their hands behind their backs.

First as tragedy, then as farce. A 
neat way of describing the repeated 
history making its way back into 
Britain’s schools.

St George the Martyr Primary 
School, Holborn, describes it as the 
‘university walk’. Children must move 
with hands clasped behind backs 
when in corridors between lessons.

University
Head teacher Angela Abrahams 
says: “Our recently introduced uni-
versity walk inspires children to be 
the best they can be and to ‘go shine 
in the world’” - the school’s motto. 
It’s hard to imagine how being com-
pelled to walk like a prisoner raises 
the sights of four to eleven-year-olds.

Is there research to support the 
impact this has on the develop-
ment of children’s brains, or their 
ability to learn? Do well-balanced, 
successful people all walk with their 

hands behind their backs?
Michael Reiss, a professor of edu-

cation, commented: “I’m not at all 
happy by this being described as ‘a 
university walk’. We want at univer-
sity autonomous, intelligent, moti-
vated, happy and ambitious people 
able to determine for themselves the 
right way to behave.”

If we are to motivate students then 
gimmicky, quick-fix, authoritarian 
solutions are not the way forward.

Instead, students are motivated 
by a varied and interesting cur-
riculum, having a voice and a bit of 
freedom to express themselves. And 
most importantly, an environment 
which recognises their identities 
and needs - not an imposed view of 
what the ‘model student’ looks like.

The elitism and rote-learning of 
the past are invading our schools. 
The Socialist Party wants to stop 
them, and brutal education cuts and 
sell-offs, in their tracks.

Then can we ensure schools meet 
the needs of students, staff and the 
wider community. Children will be 
able to walk around their schools 
with pride - with or without their 
hands behind their backs.

Isai Priya
Tamil Solidarity  
trade union organiser

Indian prime minister Narendra 
Modi, a religious sectarian responsi-
ble for brutal austerity, will visit Brit-
ain from 12 to 14 November.

Until 2012, Modi was not allowed 
to enter the UK due to his alleged 
involvement with massacring Mus-
lims in the Indian state of Gujarat. 
His Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is 
built on racist, sexist Hindu nation-
alism, including atrocities against 
oppressed castes.

Cuts
Since his election last May, he has 
presided over budget cuts affecting 
millions of Indian workers and poor. 
The BJP is an aggressively neoliber-
al, pro-big business party.

Sikhs, Muslims, Christians, mem-
bers of the oppressed Dalit castes, 
socialists and others have organised 
protests against his visit.

Dave Semple
Public sector worker and union rep

Four essential government depart-
ments have signed up to cuts of 
around 30% over the next four years.

It is barely a week since parlia-
ment’s influential Public Accounts 
Committee derided the govern-
ment’s management of tax collect-
ing and called for major investment.

Now the treasury - plus the local 
government, environment and 
transport departments - have signed 
up to four years of 8% annual cuts. By 
the end, each will have shed between 
28 and 32% of funding, depending on 
how figures are calculated.

Ruins
Tory ministers are scrambling over 
their colleagues - and the ruins of 
crucial public services - to look like 
they are helping to cut the deficit. 
Their reward will be to sit on the 
committee that slashes departments 
which haven’t agreed cuts before 
Chancellor George Osborne’s end-
of-year budget statement.

Key responsibilities like flood 
defences, monitoring local govern-
ment planning rules, rail safety and 
animal welfare in the billion-pound 
food industry will be hit.

90,000 jobs went under the last 
Tory-led government. Civil servants, 

Hundreds attended a demonstra-
tion organised by Kashmir rights 
activists on 8 November outside the 
Indian high commission (embassy). 
There will be another protest outside 
10 Downing Street on 12 November, 
the day Modi is due to arrive.

Lunch with the queen and a meet-
ing with David Cameron are on his 
schedule. This is outrageous.

Britain’s monarchy and govern-
ment may welcome right-wing Hin-
du nationalism. But the ordinary 
people of Britain and India can only 
suffer from divisive, anti-worker 
politics.

We urge all to attend the protest 
on 12 November. Welcoming alleged 
war criminals is not something new 
for the Tories. But let’s unite to say 
this is not happening in our name.

#ModiNotWelcome
 � Thursday 12 November, 12pm 

onwards - outside Downing 
Street, London SW1A 2AA

particularly in the Public and Com-
mercial Services union (PCS), are 
looking around at empty desks and 
failing services in sullen anger.

Our capacity to fight the cuts re-
mains undiminished - despite vi-
cious Tory attacks on our union. The 
huge and successful effort by Na-
tional Gallery staff defending terms 
and conditions - including 110 days’ 
strike action - proves this.

Workers back a fighting, demo-
cratic union. The Tories tried to 
cripple the PCS by stopping the 
union collecting membership dues 

directly from members’ pay - effec-
tively ending their membership. But 
over 145,000 - nearly the total num-
ber affected - have signed back up 
already.

Faced with mild pressure from 
the Lords on tax credits, the govern-
ment hurriedly climbed down, de-
laying those cuts by three years.

A determined coalition of unions 
could force a much bigger retreat. 
The Socialist Party is campaigning 
for unions to call co-ordinated, es-
calating strikes against this weak 
and hated government.

Fury as IndIa’s sectarIan austerIty 
leader ModI plans to vIsIt brItaIn

Four governMent departMents 
agree to hack 30% FroM budgets 

 J ...corporate welfare
But if you’re a top capitalist, it 
seems that fouling things up 
actually wins you more welfare.

Britain’s super-rich bosses 
crashed the economy, slash jobs 
and pay - and are presiding over 
an extremely weak ‘recovery’. To 
thank them, the Tories hand out 
£93 billion a year in so-called 
corporate welfare.

Direct subsidies and grants 
alone amount to £14.5 billion. 
This is more than enough to 
reverse Tory chancellor Osborne’s 
latest £12 billion welfare cuts for 
workers.

The £93 billion total amounts 
to over £3,500 per household 
every year. That could have paid 
for Osborne’s tax credit cuts - 
temporarily forestalled by the 
Lords - several times over.

Britain’s 20% corporation tax 
rate is below than the global, EU 
and OECD averages. And it’s half 
the rate in the United States.

 J Benefit sanctions...
Unemployed? Claiming jobseekers’ 
allowance? Desperate to land an 
interview to prove you’re looking 
for work so you aren’t made 
destitute by benefit sanctions?

Whatever you do, don’t attend 
the interview instead of your job 
centre appointment. That will get 
you sanctioned anyway.

This is one of a list of totally 
senseless benefit sanctions 
republished by the Independent 
on 28 October. One claimant lost 
benefits for missing her signing-
on session - because of a job 
interview.

Another was sanctioned for 
not completing a work capability 
assessment. This was because he 
had a heart attack - in the middle 
of the assessment.

A successful jobseeker was 
sanctioned for not looking for work 
between getting hired and starting 
the job two weeks later. And many 
claimants have been punished 
because they can’t afford the fare 
to job centres or interviews.
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International International

The Committee for a Workers’ 

International (CWI) is the socialist  

international organisation to which the  

Socialist Party is affiliated.

The CWI is organised in 45 countries and works 

to unite the working class and oppressed 

peoples against global capitalism and to 

fight for a socialist world.

www.socialistworld.net
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the US political order
by Tom Crean

■Get Corbyn - Anti-Corbyn plot poses the need 
for a new party 
by Clive Heemskerk
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November issue includes:

USA: Kshama Sawant re-elected 

Patrick Ayers
Socialist Alternative, Seattle

Not only can socialists 
get elected, we can get 
re-elected. In Seattle’s 
Capitol Hill neigh-
bourhood tonight (3 

November), hundreds of campaign 
supporters are celebrating at our 
election night party. People arrived 
confident due to Kshama’s out-
standing work in the council and 
our ferocious ground game. 

The night before, Socialist Alter-
native member and Boeing IAM ma-
chinist Jeremy Prickett addressed 
volunteers gathered for the last door 
knocking effort of the campaign: 
“Brothers and sisters it’s a privilege 
for us to be here today because for 
so long politics has been out of the 
hands of working people. Socialist 
Alternative and Kshama Sawant are 
changing that.” 

Against a powerful establishment 
opposition, along with their echo 
chamber of vitriolic anti-Kshama at-
tacks and their exorbitant bank ac-
counts, we knocked on 90,000 doors 
and made 170,000 phone calls. 

We talked to thousands of people 
about affordable housing, inequali-
ty, taxing the rich, and working class 
politics. It was an unprecedented 
grassroots effort for local Seattle 
politics. 

New politics 
As Jeremy’s words above suggest, 
for many people, this campaign 
was about far more than re-elect-
ing Kshama. It was about building 
a whole new kind of politics that 
fights unapologetically for working 
families, and not corporations. It 
was about showing what is possible 
if working people get organised. 

In the age of unlimited corpo-
rate election spending following 
the 2010 Supreme Court’s Citizens 
United decision and in a year when 
corporations in Seattle spent five 
times more than ever before on City 
Council elections, we shattered fun-
draising records for a council race 
and defeated corporate cash. 

We raised nearly $500,000 from 
almost 3,500 individual donors. 
Our median donation was merely 
$50 and more people donated to 
our campaign from Seattle and our 

Seattle’S political 
revolution continueS
At the time of writing, 55.47% of voters (15,054) in Seattle’s District 3 have chosen Kshama 
Sawant of Socialist Alternative (US co-thinkers of the Socialist Party) to serve another four 
years on the City Council. Her Republican backed Democratic challenger, Pamela Banks, 
received 44.31% - 12,024 votes (the final vote will be certified on 24 November). 

district than for any other candidate 
running for City Council across the 
city. 

Like Bernie Sanders’ campaign [a 
declared socialist seeking nomina-
tion as the Democratic Party presi-
dential candidate] - which also re-
fuses corporate money and raised 
$28 million in three months - Ksha-
ma’s campaign is a demonstration 
of the huge potential for independ-
ent working class politics in the US. 

“The degree to which [Kshama 
Sawant] blows everyone out of the 
water in some funding categories, 
and her ability to rely on many small 
donors, is this election’s clearest 
sign that the old guard is being shak-
en” - Crosscut.com 

Movement 
Nobody in Seattle has caused more 
headaches for the political estab-
lishment over the past two years 
than Kshama Sawant. “I wear the 
badge of socialist with honour” she 
declared in her January 2014 inau-
guration speech after upsetting a 13 
year incumbent. 

She promised at that time: “There 
will be no backroom deals with cor-
porations or their political servants. 
There will be no rotten sell-out of 
the people I represent.” 

And Kshama delivered. Her office 
became a centre for working class 
resistance, helping tenants, workers, 
people of colour, LGBTQ people, 
immigrants and indigenous people. 
Kshama pushed the political debate 
in Seattle to the left.

Nevertheless, she was blocked 
many times by a conservative ma-
jority on the council that was tied by 
a thousand threads to the corporate 
establishment. But Kshama never 
relented in her unapologetic fight 
for the interests of working people, 
explaining again and again that 
what could be won inside city hall 
largely depended on the strength of 
movements outside - and actively 
doing everything she could to help 
build those movements. 

This same spirit imbued the elec-
tion campaign. While we knew we 
were in a strong position - with a vis-
ible sea of red posters and yard signs 
blanketing the district - we nonethe-
less took nothing for granted given 
the way democracy is warped by 
capitalism, where cash buys votes 
and the corporate media narrows 

and distorts the discussion. 
Instead, we relied on building 

up our own independent force that 
could reach thousands of voters by 
activating working and young peo-
ple to talk with thousands of people 
on their doorsteps. 

When $60,000 was dumped into 
our opponent’s campaign by three 
different corporate PACs [Political 
Action Committees - fundraising 
bodies] in the last weeks of the elec-
tion, our grassroots movement was 
prepared. Within days, we were able 
to get a leaflet to thousands of doors 
across the district alerting voters 
to the flood of PAC money. And 
when our opponent sent two nega-
tive attack mailers in the last week, 
we again got another leaflet out to 
thousands of doors exposing the 
dishonesty of the attacks. 

Lessons
As the first elected socialist in Seat-
tle in a century, Kshama’s re-elec-
tion campaign took on far more 
significance than the average local 
election. Al Jazeera media called it 
one of seven elections in the whole 
US to watch this year. 

The campaign took place against 
the national background of surging 
support for Bernie Sanders’ cam-
paign and his call for “a political 
revolution against the billion-
aire class”. 

Undoubtedly, the ex-
perience of the last two 
years in Seattle has pro-
vided a wealth of les-
sons for socialists and 
working people every-
where. Kshama would 
be the first to say that 
what has made the key 
difference in Seattle has 
been the existence of an 
organised socialist move-
ment and Socialist Alterna-
tive in particular. 

We have provided key political 

support to Kshama to help navigate 
the pressures of elected office and 
movement building. Together, we 
were able to give a successful lead 
and turn the growing anger at in-
equality, skyrocketing rent, and out-
of-touch establishment politicians 
into a movement that relies on its 
own strength, its own organisations, 
and its own resources. 

The opportunities to build the so-
cialist movement across the US are 
only getting bigger. Capitalism has 
completely failed working families. 
People are fed up with the corporate 
establishment and there is a grow-
ing interest in socialist ideas re-
flected in the intense interest when 
Bernie Sanders explained why he 
considers himself a democratic 
socialist in the debate with Hillary 
Clinton. 

The movement for a $15 an hour 
minimum wage has won a number 
of key victories around the country, 
students are beginning to fight back 
against student debt, and a whole 
new generation of young activists 
has been activated by Black Lives 
Matter. The world is changing and 
there has never been a better time 
to join the socialists. 

“The world is changing. 
People across the US are 
fed up with corporate 
politics, and millions 
are discussing socialist 
ideas. We need to seize 
this opportunity and 
organise a socialist 
movement of thousands 
of activists throughout 
the country.”
Kshama Sawant

Sisters, brothers, comrades…
It gives me great pleasure to bring you all 

warm, comradely greetings from Socialist Al-
ternative in the United States. 

Earlier this week in Seattle, we succeeded 
in winning my re-election as a Socialist Al-
ternative city council member. This is an his-
toric achievement for workers in Seattle and 
throughout America. A veritable army of 600 
working class volunteers and 30 unions de-
feated the combined forces of big business 
and the political establishment that cravenly 
serves corporate interests.

My opponent was financially backed by 
millionaire executives of corporations like 
Microsoft, Amazon.com, Alaska Airlines; 
by every business that fought against our 
historic $15 an hour movement last year; by 
every anti-union business entity, such as the 
Washington Restaurant Association and the 
Hotel Association; and 
by giant city developers 
who are making profits 
hand over fist as working 
people get pushed 
out of the city due to 
skyrocketing rents. My 
opponent’s campaign 
was fully backed by 
Republicans and ‘big 
money’ Democrats. 

In contrast, we ran an 
unapologetically anti-
corporate, pro-working 
class campaign that did 
not take a dime from cor-
porate interests, but was 
funded only by ordinary working people and by 
the labour movement. 

The monumental scale of our grassroots 
campaign is a testament to the hunger of 
the American working class for a bold and 
clear alternative to the bankrupt politics of 
both the Democratic and Republican Party 
establishments. 

It also reflects how Socialist Alternative has 
earned the confidence of Seattle’s working 
people, by using our position on the City Coun-
cil to relentlessly push for their interests and 
everyone who is marginalised by the system. 

In our two years on the Council, we not only 
won the $15 wage, we also successfully fought 

against public housing rent hikes, won millions 
for human services in the city budget, actively 
assisted the recent historic and successful 
teachers’ strike, and replaced Columbus Day 
with a citywide Indigenous People’s Day.

We have shown that the election of a social-
ist in a major US city was not a flash in the 
pan, but that socialist politics are here to stay 
in Seattle. We have given a genuine socialist 
expression to the deep discontent and anger 
of working people at income, racial and gender 
inequality. We are doing this by campaigning 
for rent control, fighting the slumlords, and de-
manding that big developers and the rich are 
taxed to pay for affordable housing and mass 
transit.

Our success comes at the same time that 
there is a growing enthusiasm at the campaign 
of Bernie Sanders standing as a socialist for 
the presidency of the United States. His call 

for a political revolution 
against the billionaire 
class, while also refus-
ing any corporate cash, 
has opened up a new 
space for a discussion 
about socialist ideas, al-
beit unfortunately within 
the context of a race in 
the corporate-dominat-
ed Democratic Party.

The remarkable vic-
tory of Jeremy Corbyn 
for the leadership of the 
Labour Party shows that 
the dissatisfaction with 
corporate-sponsored 

capitalist politicians is a global phenomenon 
and provides new opportunities for socialists 
everywhere to provide a real alternative to 
capitalism and its attacks on working people. 

The Committee for a Workers’ International 
is uniquely placed to provide a clear analysis 
and programme. Socialist Alternative in the 
United States looks forward with you in the UK 
to the victories of our comrades in the Irish 
elections as they defy state repression fighting 
the hated water tax.

I wish you every success with Socialism 
2015 and with the wider struggle against Tory 
austerity and pro-capitalist Blairism. 

Solidarity!

‘Socialist politics are 
here to stay’

Kshama sent the following message of solidarity to the main rally at the Socialist 
Party’s Socialism 2015 event (reports pages 8&9)

The 
opportunities 
to build the 
socialist 
movement 
across the 
US are only 
getting bigger. 
Capitalism has 
completely 
failed working 
families. 
People are 
fed up with 
the corporate 
establishment 
and there is 
a growing 
interest in 
socialist ideas

Socialist Alternative has championed key social issues 
facing working class people in the USA  photo Alex Garland

12-18 November 2015theSocialist



6 12-18 November 2015theSocialist 12-18 November 2015 theSocialist

Workplace Workplace

[News in brief]

 J Fight goes further
There were picket lines at col-
leges up and down the country 
on 10 November as further 
education lecturers in the 
University and College Union 
(UCU) took strike action over 
pay. Staff are angry that the 
employers’ representatives, the 
Association of Colleges, recom-
mended a pay freeze, despite 
staff suffering a real-terms pay 
cut of 17.1% in the last five 
years. Three-quarters (74%) 
of UCU members who voted, 
backed strike action after the 
employers rejected the joint 
trade unions’ pay claim of £1 
an hour extra for staff. There 
were large rallies in Birming-
ham and London.

 J Open Uni walkout
Open University (OU) staff 
have voted to strike for the 
first time ever over up to 500 
job losses and the closure of 
seven offices. Regional cen-
tres in Birmingham, Bristol, 
Cambridge, Gateshead, Leeds, 
London and Oxford are to shut 
and members will also strike at 
OU offices in Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Milton Keynes, 
Manchester and Nottingham. 
UCU said managers were alone 
in thinking the plans were a 
good idea. Pauline Collins, of 
the UCU, said: “The only people 
who still seem to think that ax-
ing 500 jobs and closing down 
seven regional Open University 
centres is a good idea are the 
senior managers. The academic 
body at the university rejected 
the plans at its senate meeting 
and now the staff have given 
an overwhelming mandate for 
strike action for the first time in 
its history.”

 J Academy action
Teachers at the John Roan 
academy school in Greenwich, 
South London, took strike 
action on 10 November over 
unsustainable workloads. The 
majority of the school’s 53 
staff members of the National 
Union of Teachers voted for 
strike action and formed a lively 
picket line of the morning of the 
strike. See more in next week’s 
issue.

Get the latest 
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■ #KillTheBill - third reading
Step up the fight for trade union rights

Rob Williams 
National Shop Stewards Network 
national chair

As we go to press, the To-
ries’ anti-trade union bill 
is having its third and fi-
nal reading in the House 
of Commons. If it passes, 

it will then go to the House of Lords 
and could be law as early as January 
or even December. 

But if the Tories do win the vote, 
the fight against the bill must really 
be stepped up. Cameron will fully 
expect the Lords to accept the bill 
but their rebellion over tax credits 
was a reminder that even this un-
democratic anti-working class insti-
tution can be forced under pressure 
to defy the government.

We have to prepare for these vi-
cious proposals becoming law and 
the best way to do that is for the un-
ions to immediately launch a real 
mass mobilisation over the next few 
months as the bill passes through 
the second chamber. 

Emergency congress
There should be an emergency TUC 
congress called, just as there was 
in early 1971 when the Tory gov-
ernment of Edward Heath brought 
in their Industrial Relations Bill, 
which provoked the original ‘Kill the 
Bill’ campaign. Any such congress 
should be widened out to union 
executives and thousands of shop 
stewards and reps, who will be in the 

firing line of the new laws.
Such a congress should discuss 

how the unions resist the new anti-
union laws. 

What would happen if a union 
was fined if it took action despite 
not quite reaching the new higher 
undemocratic voting thresholds? Or 
if a shop steward was arrested under 
the ‘picket supervisor’ section? Any 
such action should be the trigger 
for mass solidarity action and mass 
pickets. 

In 1972, five London dockers who 

were imprisoned in Pentonville 
prison were freed after mass walk-
outs that rapidly built to general 
strike proportions forcing the gov-
ernment to ‘discover’ the official so-
licitor, virtually unknown up to that 
point, to release them.

Miners’ strike
In the summer of 1984, the Labour 
Party Young Socialists led by Mili-
tant supporters (now Socialist Par-
ty) left their national summer camp 
in the Forest of Dean to surround 

the South Wales National Union 
of Mineworkers HQ in Pontypridd 
when the union was threatened 
with sequestration of their funds. 

But the ground has to be pre-
pared. It will be necessary to build 
pressure from the rank and file of the 
unions. That’s why local #KillTheBill 
committees have to be built in every 
area through trades councils, union 
branches, shop stewards commit-
tees, anti-cuts groups and organi-
sations such as the National Shop 
Stewards Network (NSSN). 

The left unions have to step into 
the vacuum to also pressure the 
TUC and the big unions. 

It is therefore extremely welcome 
that the Trade Union Co-ordinating 
Group (TUCG) of left unions called 
the protest outside Parliament on 
the evening of 10 November. 

The NSSN is working closely with 
the TUCG, which include the likes of 
civil servants union PCS, transport 
union RMT, firefighters union FBU, 
POA who represent prison officers 
and the BFAWU bakers’ union. 

Austerity
The TUCG has also called a rally on 
21 November in London billed as: 
‘After Corbyn’s victory, build the 
fight against austerity’. 

It will be essential to connect the 
trade union bill with the continu-
ing vicious cuts, to explain why the 
Tories are 
p r e s s i n g 
ahead with 
their at-
tacks on 
the unions 
and why 
they have 
to be de-
feated.  

That’s 
why the 
day of 
Osborne’s Autumn 
Statement should 
be a national day of 
action against the 
cuts and the bill. 

Hull council in aggressive attack on trade unions
Mike Whale 
Chair, Hull City Council trade 
unions

An example of some of the difficul-
ties that Jeremy Corbyn faces in 
dealing with the right-wing in the 
Labour Party emerged last week at 
the East Hull Constituency mem-
bers meeting. 

Trade unionists representing the 
Hull City Council workforce tried to 
move a resolution condemning the 
decision by Labour councillors to 
halve the facility time available for 
trade unions in the council. 

The officers of the CLP ruled the 
resolution out of order, despite the 
fact that North Hull CLP had dis-
cussed and passed the same reso-
lution a week earlier!

Horrified
The majority of Labour Party 
members will be horrified that 
Hull Labour Council is attacking 
the trade unions while the 
Parliamentary Labour Party is 
trying to stop the Tory trade 

union bill and also the attempt to 
interfere in the internal workings 
of the trade unions.

When a council makes redun-
dancies it issues a ‘188’ notice. In 
the case of the Hull council con-
venors, it recognises that the union 
convenors are elected democrati-
cally and suggests ways the unions 
themselves could manage the re-
dundancy process! 

Notice
The 188 notice states that: “The 
process to be followed, milestones 
and timelines will form part of the 
consultation with you and the staff 
involved. 

“The trade unions are invited to 
propose the method for this and it 
is anticipated that this may include 
the need for an election, the mech-
anism of which would be subject to 
consultation upholding the princi-
ples contained within the council’s 
Ring Fencing and Selection Guid-
ance and associated policies and 
practices.” 

“There will be a requirement 
for one of the holders of the two 

remaining convenor posts to be 
elected as the staff side secretary 
in accordance with the IR frame-
work.”

Thinking they have the right to tie 
an internal trade union election to 
council policy flies in the face of in-
dependent trade unionism. If this 
goes through, it sets a precedent 
and gives a green light to employ-
ers everywhere to interfere in how 
local trade unions operate. 

Facility time
The 188 notice also calls for volun-
tary redundancy. This too is an at-
tack on the trade unions as a whole. 
A trade union convenor uses the 
time on behalf of his or her mem-
bers. It is not an individual con-
venor’s right to give up facility time 
owned by the trade union.

It is vital that trade unionists dis-
cuss this and pressure their leaders 
to intervene. Jeremy Corbyn should 
use his position to pressure the La-
bour leaders in Hull to reverse this 
position. With growing opposition 
from the workforce, we can stop 
these plans.

Trade union protest against cuts 
photo Hull Socialist Party

Workers dig in for figHt over job tHreat
A JCB worker

News that up to 290 JCB perma-
nent shop floor workers could be 
made redundant was leaked to 
media sources on 4 November be-
fore the workers themselves were 
informed. 

This is as a result of plummeting 
global sales of construction equip-
ment and follows the axing of 700 
shop floor agency workers since 
June this year along with 400 staff 
redundancies.

Many at JCB are saying that this 
situation is as bad as 2008 when the 
world economy crashed and thou-
sands of JCB workers were made 
redundant as a result. Despite this 
JCB still made a profit of £29 mil-
lion and has never made a loss 
since its inception in 1945. 

Profit
This April JCB announced its sec-
ond best annual profit margin of 
over £300 million. From this Tory 
donor Lord Bamford was paid a 
dividend of £60 million at the same 
time as the staff redundancies. 

Lord Anthony Bamford and fam-
ily, who own JCB, are the second 

richest people in the West Mid-
lands with a stash of £3.1 billion, 
they come 29th in the Times rich 
list nationally.

JCB workers are angry that 
these cuts are taking place when 
it is obvious that Lord Bamford 
is drowning in money. The GMB 
who represent shop floor workers 
have responded to this situation 
as they did in 2008 by concession 
bargaining, proposing ideas that will 
lead to a deterioration of existing 
terms and conditions in the hope 
that this will reduce the number of 
redundancies. 

In 2008 at the suggestion of the 
GMB, shop floor workers voted to 
go on reduced hours for six months 
with a resultant pay cut, believing 
this would prevent redundancies. 
It turned out that hundreds 
more
work-
ers were 
made 
redundant 
after this 
agree-
ment, 
mean-
ing 
work-

ers are now saying they will not 
fall for it again.

Redundancies
These redundancies can be 
fought. The GMB should link up 
with other struggles such as the 
steel workers who are demon-
strating against job cuts and pub-
lic sector workers like the junior 
doctors.

There is no need for 
redundancies. Last 
week’s issue of the 
Socialist put forward 
the socialist case for 
nationalisa-

tion of the steel industry outlining 
the demand for steel in building the 
infrastructure projects which would 
also need the machines that are 
built at JCB.

The call for nationalisation among 
steel workers has received an over-
whelming response. This should be 
the central demand of the GMB at 
JCB as the only solution to prevent 
redundancies.

Huge support for socialist in 
Northern Ireland union election

Kevin Henry 
Belfast Socialist Party (CWI Ireland)

The last six weeks have seen one of 
the most high profile trade union 
elections in Northern Ireland for 
decades. The election was for gen-
eral secretary of public sector union 
Nipsa, the largest union in Northern 
Ireland. Socialist Party member Pat-
rick Mulholland stood as the broad 
left candidate in the election against 
the candidate of the Nipsa establish-
ment, Alison Millar.

Alison Millar’s campaign had the 
support of the majority officials in 
Nipsa and the resources that come 
with it. It did not stop a tirade of 

vile sectarian abuse being waged 
at Patrick and his supporters which 
should be condemned by all in the 
trade union movement. 

The victory of the Millar campaign 
would also have no doubt been wel-
comed by the main political parties 
in Northern Ireland. For example, 
Jim McVeigh, the leader of Sinn Fein 
on Belfast City Council, and Nelson 
McCausland, former Democratic 
Unionist Party minister at Stormont, 
both warned of the danger of the left 
in Nipsa winning the general sec-
retary position. Their parties domi-
nate the ruling Assembly executive, 
which will decide on making huge 
cuts that will affect Nipsa members.

Patrick’s campaign distributed 

tens of thousands of leaflets to hun-
dreds of workplaces. It waged a high 
profile campaign which provoked 
discussion among people outside 
of Nipsa, about what type of trade 
union movement we need. Patrick’s 
campaign focused on the policies 
and programme necessary to make 
a difference to Nipsa members. 

He committed to only taking a 
worker’s wage if elected and ensur-
ing the trade union movement de-
velops a real strategy to fight cuts. 
As general secretary he would have 
implemented decisions of Nipsa 
conference including advocating a 
democratic socialist alternative to 
austerity. 

Movement
Patrick had the opportunity to speak 
at hustings and meetings across the 
country to put forward ideas that 
could transform the trade union 
movement and the fight against 
austerity.

Patrick gained an impressive 44% 
of the vote, with 4,958 votes. The 
Nipsa broad left, many of who are 
members of the Socialist Party, still 
has a majority on the general coun-
cil in Nipsa and will be stronger in 
every area of the union in the turbu-
lent years to come.

Socialists should now use this 
strength to build a movement 
against cuts, oppose attempts to 
link with sectarian parties and build 
a left-wing alternative in Northern 
Ireland.

Patrick Mulholland photo 
Northern Ireland Socialist Party

cWu rep sacked

Clive Walder, a longstanding So-
cialist Party member in the CWU 
had an appeal against unfair 
dismissal rejected by British Tel-
ecom on 9 November, confirm-
ing his sacking after 38 years of 
service. Clive is chair of the CWU 
Birmingham, Black Country & 
Worcester branch and is a lead-
ing lay rep of the union.

Clive worked in a BT call centre 
and was dismissed after an ag-
gressive customer reported him 
to management just 33 seconds 
into a phone call. The decision 
was made without taking stress 
into account despite the local 
CWU branch reporting that 7% of 
staff at the call centre leave their 
jobs each month, some walking 
out mid shift. Management took 
the decision without consulting 
any medical advice or taking into 
account any mitigation.

A campaign will be launched 
protesting the sacking and cam-
paigning for his reinstatement, 
supported by the Socialist Party 
and the National Shop Stewards 
Network.

stop press!

Clive Walder

photo Paul Mattsson

10 November 
#KillTheBill 
lobby of 
Parliament
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The richest 1% of the world’s 
population owns as much 
wealth as the poorest 55%. 
Chairing the Saturday rally 
of Socialism 2015, Claire 

Laker-Mansfield, Socialist Party ex-
ecutive committee member, declared 
that given facts like this “we live in an 
extreme society, run by extremists.”

The packed rally listened intently 
to fighting speakers giving a serious 
analysis of the current situation. A 
running theme was, as Claire de-
scribed it, the “political earthquake” 
of Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour leadership 
victory and its role in putting the ide-
as of socialism back on the agenda. 

Helen Pattison, London Youth 
Fight Austerity, pointed out that es-
tablishment politicians and their 
press can’t understand why young 
people have flocked to the rallies of 
“grey haired socialist” Jeremy Corbyn 
and similarly Bernie Sanders’ presi-
dential campaign in the US.

Resonate
But she explained that it’s not the age 
of the figures involved but how the 
ideas they put forward resonate 
and relate to the real expe-
rience of young people. 
“When I’m asked why I’m 
a socialist I say ‘capital-
ism has only ever let me 
down’.”

Chris Baugh, assistant 
general secretary of the PCS 
civil servants’ union, began 
by explaining the key role 
played by Militant, forerunner of the 
Socialist Party, in the mass struggles 
against the Thatcher government. The 
leadership of Militant in the struggle 
of Liverpool City Council and the 
movement against the poll tax is a big 
part of why there is such an attack on 
‘Trotskyists’ by the Labour right-wing 
now, just as there was at the time. 

Chris spoke about the Tories’ 
anti-union laws and the need for 
sustained coordinated trade union 

action. “They attack the trade unions 
because they fear the enormous 
latent strength – which is a fact every 
union serious about a fight should 
recognise.”

Suzanne Muna, a member of the 
Socialist Party and of the executive of 
Unite the Union, explained the poten-

tial role of socialists in the trade 
unions. “It can feel like you’re 

a lone voice, but sometimes 
one voice is enough.” She 
recounted the debate that 
had taken place in Unite 
about who to back in the 

Labour leadership election. 
Suzanne and other Socialist 

Party members had been lob-
bying for Unite to disaffiliate 

from the Labour Party in order to back 
candidates standing against attacks 
on members’ jobs and conditions 
by Labour politicians. “We didn’t get 
disaffiliation but the campaign bore 
different fruit” she said, in acting as a 
lever on the leadership of the union to 
back Jeremy Corbyn rather than Andy 
Burnham. 

A very good finance appeal took 
place at the meeting, introduced by 
London Socialist Party regional sec-

retary Paula Mitchell. Earlier in the 
meeting Claire had read out a state-
ment of solidarity from recently re-
elected socialist Seattle City Council-
lor Kshama Sawant and the meeting 
rapturously returned solidarity and 
congratulations to Kshama and her 
party, Socialist Alternative.

Paula reported that Social-
ist Alternative had raised a 
fantastic $500,000 for the 
election campaign from 
thousands of working class 
supporters. She said: “there 
is a different tradition in the 
US of donating money to polit-
ical parties, but we all need to 
set ourselves the task of creating new 
traditions here.”

International
Other international developments 
formed another dominant theme of 
the rally. Jawad Ahmad, Pakistani 
singer and activist in the Interna-
tional Youth and Workers Movement, 
described his own journey towards 
socialist ideas.

He said he saw the suffering and in-
equality around him and looked for a 
reason. “I read all sorts of books but it 
wasn’t until I started interacting with 
the working class that I found the an-
swer.” He finished by saying: “In the 
words of Shakespeare ‘to be, or not to 
be - a socialist - that is the question…I 
hope and believe humanity’s answer 
will be yes.”

Paul Murphy, Anti-Austerity Alli-
ance TD (MP) and member of the 
Socialist Party (CWI Ireland) de-
scribed the outrageous action being 
taken against protesters involved in 
the mass movement against water 
charges in Ireland.

Paul is one of 18 activists being 
prosecuted for ‘false imprisonment’ 
(a charge with the maximum sen-

Dan Celardi
Kingston Socialist Party

Socialism 2015 took place in historic 
times. The new political situation 
has given activists renewed confi-
dence and this was reflected in the 
closing rally. 

Every statement emphasised the 
need to support and defend Jeremy 
Corbyn from the dagger-throwing 
right wingers in the Labour Party, 
who are out to smash him and the 
ideas of socialism. 

TUSC
As Hannah Sell, deputy general sec-
retary of the Socialist Party, said: 
“The best form off assistance to 
Corbyn is not simply cheerleading – 
that would be a dereliction of duty.” 
Socialists must offer a warning that 
no compromise will reconcile the 
Labour right to Corbynism, as well 
as a strategy and programme for 
Corbyn’s success.  

Dave Nellist, chair of the Trade 

Socialism2015 SocialiSm back on the agenda
What a weekend that was! It was my first 
time ever going to Socialism and it felt 
like it should have went on for a full week! 
The people, atmosphere, workshops and 
even the hostel were all amazing. Worth 
the cost, you get so much out of it - better 
knowledge, meeting similar thinking peo-
ple and making friends.
Craig Bates
Stafford

I thought it was amazing! It’s really 
strengthened my opinions and expanded 
the views that I already had! So eye open-
ing. The money raised is bloody fantastic.
Emma Clark
Manchester

Very inspiring. Great to be with like mind-
ed people and make contact with social-
ists from around the country.  The talks 
were a great opportunity to fill in the gaps 
in my socialist education. It’s given me 
the encouragement needed to get more 
involved in my union and take up a posi-
tion there. I may even consider becoming 
more confident in speaking up in meet-
ings. I definitely will start reading more 
socialist books.
Bo Matthews
Southampton

I thought it was a brilliant experience, 
learned a lot from the talks and met many 
new people. Hopefully the first of many.
Lucy Nuttall
Leicester

A great weekend that every year helps the 
fight against austerity.
John Neil
Manchester

My first and it was amazing, will be back 
for sure! Learned so much and met some 
interesting and truly inspiring people - 

especially from Pakistan and Ireland. 
Speakers like the ones we had can help 
reignite the fire to keep fighting, and we 
are very lucky to have these people in our 
movement.
Mark Fitzgibbon
Huddersfield

It was really good and impressive that so 
many people came.
Irma Mahmutovic
Rättvisepartiet Socialisterna (CWI 
Sweden)

Outstanding. Socialist Party members all 
very enthused, new and old.
Nick Chaffey
Socialist Party Southern Region

It was awesome as ever. All the group 
talks were educating, and I particularly 
enjoyed Art and the Russian Revolution.
Jordan Jeffries
Coventry

Lived up to expectations. I always learn 
something new and feel inspired. I feel 
the CWI is on the rise as we are a factor 
in important countries like Greece and 
Ireland.
Heather Rawling
Leicester

As always, it gave me more energy and 
confidence to carry on the struggle.
Vlad Bortun
Portsmouth

I came back inspired and encouraged to 
continue the fight, much better informed 
than I was before, and it was fun too.
Joy Taylor
Southampton

My personal highlight was the session on 
the refugee crisis. Bob Labi gave an excel-
lent and wide-ranging introduction. It was 
also good to hear from socialists in Swe-
den and Germany who gave us an insight 
into how their governments have treated 
refugees.
Jane Ward
Southampton

The Tories and Blairites tried to convince 
people that socialism was dead, but of 
course it never went away. We have seen 

recent struggles taking place in the USA, 
South Africa, Ireland, Greece, Spain, etc, 
all these struggled were influenced by the 
politics of Marxism. As we saw at Social-
ism 2015 socialism is also on the agenda 
in the UK again.
Terry Pearce
Reading

The sessions were really interesting and 
informative, and the rallies very spirit 
rousing. Loved it.
Rosie O’Brien
Durham

It was an excellent weekend! I particularly 
enjoyed the session ‘Israel and Palestine 
- is there a solution?’ as it was an oppor-
tunity to hear first-hand accounts of the 
struggles in the region.
Caroline Vincent
Leicester

For any left-winger it is the event of the 
year, it inspires you to carry on campaign-
ing and pressing for change despite the 
constant denouncement by the right wing 
media.
Jarrad Williams
Wolves

It was great to be around so many social-
ists.
Bevis Fenner
Southampton

Really good weekend of high quality 
debate and discussion. I came away in-
spired by the passion and commitment of 
the socialists around me.
Juliette Fogelman
Waltham Forest

The discussion on Israel/Palestine in-
cluded many people with personal links 
and involvement with that issue which 
was a real highlight for me, as was Paul 
Murphy in the Ireland session. Looking 
forward to Socialism 2016.
Declan Clune
Southampton

So long London and thank you for a great 
event!
Minela Mahmutovic
Rättvisepartiet Socialisterna (CWI 
Sweden)

Socialism 2015 was the Socialist Party’s best Socialism weekend yet. That 
is because the discussion was the most focussed, the most serious, and 
the most crucial. This relates to the debates in the working class movement 
being at a higher level. Following the election of Jeremy Corbyn as Labour 
leader there is an increased willingness and confidence to fight austerity. Up 

to 1,000 working class fighters, socialists, trade union militants and young 
people discussed and debated, hammering out clarification on analysis and 
tussling with questions of tactics and tasks in the 38 workshops and forums 
and in the two massive rallies, not to mention in the bars afterwards. The 
£30,676 raised in the rally fighting fund appeal is an indicator of the readiness 

of Socialist Party members and supporters to take up the challenges that 
face us. Socialist Books took over £2,000, reflecting the determination to 
arm ourselves with socialist ideas.
Sarah Sachs-Eldridge 
Socialism 2015 organiser
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what you 

thought

Unionist and Socialist Coalition said 
that we must put demands on every 
Labour councillor prepared to 
vote for a cuts budget to get 
behind the anti-austerity 
policies of their leader 
and refuse to implement 
Tory cuts. Those individu-
als who oppose Corbyn’s 
anti-austerity call should be 
challenged in every way pos-
sible - including, if necessary, 
electorally. 

Socialist Party member Roger Ban-
nister made this point when outlining 
his campaign in the Unison general 
secretary election: “I don’t mind hav-
ing a fund that gives money to Cor-
byn, but money should only go to 
those candidates who back the union, 
our policies and our members… not a 
penny to those councillors who vote 
for the same austerity policies as the 
Tories and Lib Dems.”

These sentiments were echoed 
by Peter Pinkney, president of the 
RMT transport union, who reported 
that the RMT would continue to 

support candidates against Labour 
right wingers and cuts-imposing 

councillors.  
Peter roused the audience 
calling for a mass 

movement against the 
government’s trade union 
bill and re-affirmed his 
union’s support for a 

24-hour general strike. 
To rapturous applause he 
said “we need to go back 
to our workplaces, unions 

and trades councils, and demand a 
general strike.”

A warning to the movement came 
from Andreas Payiatsos from Xe-
kinima (CWI Greece) when outlin-
ing the capitulation of Syriza. He 
emphasised the need to have a clear 
socialist programme that under-
stands the nature of capitalism and 
the ruling class. 

The rally laid out the tasks for the 
time ahead- to get out there and 
build a movement with the strength 
to defeat this government and the 
ideas to change the world. 

tence of life in prison) of the deputy 
prime minister by conducting a sit-
down protest which delayed her car 
by two hours.

This is part of a whole host of exam-
ples of political policing which have 
exposed to the majority of working 

class people the potential role of 
the police and state to protect 

the interests of the rich.
But as Paul said, the An-

ti-Austerity Alliance and 
the Socialist Party will use 

the trial to put austerity and 
the lies of the Irish Labour 

Party on trial. “Instead of jail-
ing our ideas, they will give us 

an unprecedented platform for those 
ideas.”

The final speaker was Socialist Par-
ty general secretary Peter Taaffe, who 
brought the discussion back to the 
debates that are taking place about 
Jeremy Corbyn’s victory, the way for-
ward and socialists’ role in that.

Blairites
Peter said: “We are prepared to join 
the Labour Party. But are Jeremy Cor-
byn and others prepared to confront 
the right?” Serious preparation for 
such a confrontation is what is neces-
sary but as he pointed out: “while the 
right are preparing for civil war, the 
left talk about peaceful coexistence.”

Peter called for the Labour Party to 
return to its roots as a 

federal organisation. 
“If Stella Creasy 

can be a member of the Co-op Party 
and in the Labour Party, what is the 
problem with the Socialist Party being 
incorporated?” 

Peter argued that it’s vital for so-
cialists to be honest about what needs 
to be done to make Corbyn’s chal-
lenge a success and ensure that the 
programme he has raised is carried 
through. Summing up the mood of 
the rally, and in many ways the whole 
weekend, he appealed: “let us grab all 
opportunities with both hands.”
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 J Tory foodbank folly
The latest idea from the work and pen-
sions secretary - to put jobcentre staff 
in foodbanks - to my way of thinking is 
a non-starter.

Two thirds of the people who use 
our foodbank in Mansfield are in work. 
We get busier towards the end of the 
month, when salaries start to run out.

Also, the people who are claiming 
jobseekers’ allowance want help and 
support, not job centre management 
putting pressure on them. Especially if 
they have been sanctioned under Iain 
Duncan Smith’s rules.

We call for a £10 an hour minimum 
wage so people can afford to feed 
themselves, and not have to rely on 
foodbanks.
Glenn Parker
Foodbank volunteer

 J Labour: wait and see
I went to this year’s Socialism 2015 
event (see pages 8 and 9), really en-
joyed it. The session that I really appre-
ciated was the Momentum discussion 
with Peter Taaffe.

Slightly disappointed, with it being 
held in the drama studio, that Peter 
didn’t do the introduction in the me-
dium of modern dance. But the discus-
sion was a lively one with some great 
points raised.

On the argument some make that 
you should join the Labour Party now. 
The biggest flaw in the argument for 
me is that I don’t want to pay the little 
money I have going spare to a party I 
don’t wholly agree with.

Now in my early thirties, I look back 
through my adult life at what the Labour 
Party has done. Not a great deal - just 
wars, tuition fees and so on.

If I was to attempt to join the Labour 
Party, I doubt I would be allowed in. 
After Corbyn’s election I wrote to the 
only Labour councillor in my ward, co-
incidently the sitting mayor. I asked her 
views on austerity, the cuts and Corbyn.

Her response wasn’t favourable. I re-

ally doubt she’ll let me in to her branch. 
At the first Rotherham Momentum 
meeting they were praising her for be-
ing on the left. I was astonished.
Neil Adshead
Rotherham

 J Tentacles of the state
The fears expressed in the Liverpool 
Echo (4 November) about the council’s 
public spaces order were justified. The 
tentacles of state intrusion are perme-
ating every aspect of life.

Nationally the Tory government is 
proposing that all online browsing by 
citizens should be made available to 
the security services. Locally the La-
bour council tried to enforce an order 
which would expose legitimate workers’ 
movement and community activity to 
fines and intimidation.

Leafleting and public campaign 
stalls have always been a key feature of 
Liverpool’s democratic traditions. The 
implication of handing extra powers to 
a council hostile to organisations chal-
lenging its policy is self-evident.

Prevention of criminal activity will 
be used to justify these extra powers. 
History shows that every dictator, from 
Caligula through to Hitler and Pinochet, 
justifies state oppression by this man-
tra. ‘The people need protection’ from 
whichever bogeyman.

In the face of a storm of opposition, 
the council has abandoned the attack. 
All those organisations which recorded 
opposition should be congratulated on 
this result. We must keep up pressure 
on the council to abandon its role as 
Cameron and Osborne’s hatchetman.
Tony Mulhearn
Liverpool

We reserve the right to shorten and edit letters.  
Don’t forget to give your name, address and phone number.
Confidentiality will be respected if requested.

The Socialist Inbox
Do you have something to say?
Send your news, views and criticism in not more than 150 words 
to Socialist Postbox, PO Box 24697, London E11 1YD,
or phone 020 8988 8771, email: editors@socialistparty.org.uk

Featured letter: ‘British values’
UK trade props up 
Kazakh dictatorship

Comment: Assassin’s Creed Syndicate
Revolutionary themes in games 
show we live in volatile times

Mike Whale
Secretary, Campaign Kazakhstan

Following the much-publicised and 
criticised recent visit of Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping, the British govern-
ment is greeting Kazakhstan’s leader 
Nursultan Nazarbayev.

Nazarbayev, like Xi, has no regard 
for human rights. Opponents of his 
regime are ruthlessly dealt with. He 
is a dictator in all but name as only 
tame opposition parties are allowed 
to contest elections.

Those who claim that the way to 
democratise countries like Kazakh-
stan is to do business with them 
should look at the facts.

Shot
In 2011, 70 oil workers protesting 
in Zhanaozen were shot by police. 
Survivors of the massacre have 
struggled to find work or get proper 
medical care. Instead of express-
ing remorse, Nazarbayev promoted 
the local mayor and gave the courts 
powers to jail union leaders.

Tony Blair has been paid millions 
by Nazarbayev for “consultancy”. 
He should be ashamed that lawyers 
like Vadim Kuramasov, who have 
defended Nazarbayev’s opponents, 
continue to be arrested and jailed 
on trumped-up charges.

Aron Atabek, a renowned poet, 
remains in prison after protesting 

Iain Dalton

The latest instalment of the popular 
Assassin’s Creed video game series 
takes us to London in 1868, towards 
the end of the industrial revolution. 

The creators have populated it 
with a slew of historical figures in-
cluding Charles Dickens, Charles 
Darwin - and somewhat more sur-
prisingly, Karl Marx.

Fortunately, Marx doesn’t get 
the same hatchet job Maximilien 
Robespierre received in the game’s 
French Revolution instalment. He 
is shown to be passionate about de-
fending the rights and interests of 
the working class.

At the time, Marx was a leading 
figure in the International Working 
Men’s Association, or First Inter-
national, alongside many of Britain’s 
leading trade unionists. As you 
play, you overhear workers talking 

against the destruction of workers’ 
homes. Workers trying to organise 
independent trade unions face vic-
timisation, harassment and often 
worse.

While the living standards of ordi-
nary Kazakh peope fall, Nazarbayev 
has amassed a fortune. He is one of 
the richest men in the world - having 
sold off Kazakh oil, gas, and mineral 
companies to US, Russian, Chinese 
and British capitalists.

British business may profit from 
closer ties with Kazakhstan. But it 

will be on the back of further repres-
sion and increased poverty for Ka-
zakh workers.

By welcoming Nazarbayev and 
continuing to support trade with 
Kazakhstan, the British government 
is propping up a dictatorship. Is this 
what Cameron and Osborne mean 
when they talk about promoting 
“British values”?

 � A version of this letter also 
appeared in the Guardian on  
3 November

about striking against inhumane 
conditions.

Yet the makers go too far - perhaps 
trying to correct for the bloodthirsty 
image they gave Robespierre. While 
Marx is correctly shown to oppose 
individual terroristic acts, the game 
gives him almost pacifistic views.

Commune
Only a few years after the game 
is set, Marx and the First Interna-
tional were staunchly defending the 
Paris Commune. Armed workers 
“stormed heaven” to take power for 
the first time, albeit only for a few 
months.

Numerous themes of revolution 
and mass struggles in recent enter-
tainment show the politically vola-
tile nature of the period we are liv-
ing in. 

Hopefully, Marx’s cameo in this 
game will encourage more people to 
seek out his real ideas.
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Iain Dalton
Yorkshire Socialist Students Organiser

Several hundred students crammed into 
the Great Hall at Leeds University on 29 
October to hear newly elected Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn speak.

Rather than any of the inspiring de-
mands he raised during his election cam-
paign - for free education, a £10 an hour 
minimum wage and others - Labour Stu-
dents asked him to speak on the more 
mundane topic of voter registration. This 
reflects the right-wing and electoralist 
composition of Leeds Labour Students 
who backed Liz Kendall and seemed none 
too sympathetic to Corbyn when queu-
ing outside.

While the right to vote is important, what 
you do with it is more so. Corbyn under-

stood this far more than those who invited 
him, and indeed made it the focus of his 
speech.

Corbyn began by addressing the focus 
of the meeting, but quickly moved on to 
point out that while winning a majority 
Labour government was important to him, 
how they frame the debate in the here and 
now is vital too. He pointed to some of the 
U-turns the government has been forced 
into. For example the reversal by the House 
of Lords over the government’s plans to cut 
working tax credit.

His central message was that campaign-
ing works, and if we are to change anything 
it has to be on that basis. Campaigning has 
the potential to force the government to 
retreat and can prepare the basis for a sub-
sequent government taking more radical 
action in the future.

Yet also evident in his speech was some 

of the pressure that Corbyn is coming un-
der from the right of his own party. For ex-
ample, during his speech he supported the 
national student demonstration that took 
place on 4 November. However, at no point 
did he mention that it had been called as a 
‘Free Education’ demo.

Corbyn’s election has been welcomed 
by Socialist Students as putting socialist 
ideas back into the mainstream and offer-
ing hope for an alternative to many. 

However, one of the key tasks for social-
ists is to go out and build support on the 
ground for ideas like free education, as 
Socialist Students has done in Leeds with 
a successful demonstration recently (see 
issue 876). 

This will both aid Corbyn in his fight 
against the right of his own party, but also 
help prepare the way for a wider accept-
ance of socialist ideas in society.

Photo: Paul Mattsson

Jeremy Corbyn visits Leeds Uni

Tories open the door to further rises 
in tuition fees
Jonny Dickens
Socialist Students national committee

Just two days after the ‘Free 
Education’ student demon-
stration on 4 November took 
place in central London, the 
government planned more 

devastating attacks on Higher Educa-
tion which were outlined in a widely 
criticised ‘green paper’. Perhaps the 
most significant change is the plan to 
remove the £9,000 tuition fee cap for 
top universities. 

Of course this is damaging for stu-
dents who will likely already struggle 
to pay the current debt for university, 
but it also means that higher education 
is at risk of being split up into a two-tier 
system. 

The paper also includes plans for 
new institutions to allow private bodies 
to enter universities and influence 
department and course plans. These 
changes are further proof that the 
government wants to treat students 
like consumers and universities as 
businesses.

While our protest was not in vain, 
it is clear that the Tory government 
is yet to end its attack on students. 
Students must not allow these plans 
to go unchallenged. Socialist Students, 
calls on all activists to put pressure on 
the National Union of Students and 
our student unions to organise co-
ordinated national student strikes and 
walkouts. 

With a mass movement of students 
and workers we can build on the mo-
mentum of the recent demonstration 
and bring the government’s plans to 
an immediate halt. We demand grants, 
not debt. We demand that education 
should be a right, not a privilege. 

Socialist Students to the fore on march for free education
Socialist Students was an organised, vocal and visible force at the ‘Free Education’ student 
demonstration in London on 4 November and was to the fore in helping mobilise for it. 
On the march Socialist Students made our voices heard, shouting out demands to scrap tuition fees, 
bring back student grants, stop all cuts and privatisation to education and calling for a fully funded 
education system that’s publicly owned and democratically run.
Richard Shattock, Socialist Party Hatfield

Day of action
25 November
called by Socialist Students

 � Oppose the Tories’  
‘comprehensive  
spending review’

 � Not to cuts
 � Fight for free education

Jeremy Corbyn on the campaign trail

photo Jonny Dickens
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Can biomass 
energy be part of 
a socialist plan of 
production?
Recently, the Socialist (Issue 876) carried an article by Kate and Geoff Jones 
criticising the UK government’s mega-expensive deal with a Chinese state 
company and energy multinational EDF to build a new nuclear power plant at 
Hinkley Point, Somerset.
The final paragraph said: “As socialists, we say no to expensive and risky nuclear! 
We call for the nationalisation of the big energy companies, and for a national 
energy plan, including a programme of public investment in low-carbon energy 
production - solar, wind, tidal, geothermal and biomass…”
A reader criticised the idea of using biomass energy production which we 
publish below, along with a reply from Kate Jones.

No alternative
Thank you for continuing to expose the cons 
that are being perpetrated on the people of 
this country and beyond.

Unfortunately you appear to have been 
conned, by repeating the claim (the Socialist 
876) that biomass incineration is low-carbon. 

This is the same claim made by the UK gov-
ernment. The opposite is true and evidenced 
in the case of Drax power station and the Der-
byshire biomass incineration plant, among 
others. 

Using Department of Energy and Climate 
Change’s own recently published biomass 
carbon calculator, it can be shown that a sig-
nificant proportion of wood that Drax burns 
results in up to three times more carbon emis-
sions than the equivalent generation from 

burning coal (see http://www.biofuelwatch.
org.uk/axedrax-campaign/#2).

In Derbyshire, in the ninth most polluted 
and deprived ward of Osmaston in Derby 
(according to the Environment Agency) a 
polluting, high-carbon biomass plant is being 
built, which will create over 4.3 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide over its 20 year lifespan. 
This is admitted by the developers themselves 
- Energos. 

This plant will also cause breaches of nitro-
gen dioxide limits, which in the city of Derby 
is the cause of two Air Quality Management 
Areas being designated, in which people 
are breathing substandard air (evidence on 
http://www.foe.co.uk/groups/derby/news).
Dorothy Skrytek, 
Derby

Green or not?
A question has been raised about the 
status of biomass as a low-carbon, 
renewable fuel. As one of the au-
thors of the article on nuclear power 
and the alternatives, I welcome this 
contribution to the debate. 

Yes, biomass as used in power sta-
tions like Drax is no doubt a pollut-
ing fuel, but I believe it does have a 
place in a low-carbon energy ‘mix’ 
as part of a socialist plan for energy.

As the report Zero Carbon Britain 
(Centre for Alternate Technology, 
2013) points out, biomass provides 
storable energy which can be used 
to create biogas and synthetic liq-
uid biofuels, or for direct heating for 
buildings rather than being burnt to 
generate electricity. 

Plants take in carbon dioxide 
from the air as they grow, which is 
emitted when they are burnt, mak-
ing their use as fuels in effect carbon 

neutral. The use of otherwise edible 
crops, or of land suitable for food 
production, to produce biomass is 
unlikely to be part of a democratic 
socialist plan for energy. 

However, the planting of trees 
for short rotation coppicing, on 
land unsuitable or impractical for 
food production, could produce a 
regular supply of fuel (while at the 
same time playing a role in flood 
prevention). 

Other sources of biomass are the 
woody waste from food crops or 
timber production, or fast growing 
grasses such as miscanthus. 

Rather than the criterion being 
profitability, as now, a socialist plan 
for energy would look at the specific 
impact on communities and the 
wider environment of any possible 
energy sources being proposed.
Kate Jones
Socialist Party Wales

Matt Dobson
Socialist Party Scotland

In driving rain, over 300 
steelworkers, their families, 
trade unionists and supporters 
from the wider community, 
marched through Motherwell 

from the Dalzell plant to the site of 
the old Ravenscraig steelworks on 7 
November. 

They were joined by local public 
sector workers, also facing job cuts, 
and Glasgow shipyard workers. 
Marchers were applauded by shop-
pers and people in passing cars. 

Socialist Party Scotland has been 
campaigning across the West of 
Scotland demanding the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) government 
steps in to nationalise the plants. 

Over 1,500 people have signed 
our petition. 45 copies of the Social-
ist were sold on the demo, making a 
total of 500 in the last fortnight.

Ross Clark, Community trade un-

ion convenor for the affected plants, 
spoke at the rally and to the Social-
ist: “We cannot allow what hap-
pened with Ravenscraig to happen 
here. People have united here on 
this demonstration and we need to 
push the taskforce and both govern-
ments to consider all options.”

Labour MSP John Pentland called 
for nationalisation and public own-
ership of the plants to be considered, 
linked to guarantees by the Scottish 
government of procurement con-
tracts. John raised the example of the 
SNP government’s state intervention 
to save Prestwick airport.

This demand, if taken up by the 
trade unions in a mass campaign, 
could put serious pressure on the 
Scottish government - which has 
yet to find its preferred option of a 
private buyer, but has not ruled out 
nationalisation. 

We have also raised that there 
needs to be an emergency trade 
union response bringing together 
all industry shop stewards in a 

national meeting to formulate a 
strategy of mass action including 
discussion of tactics of industrial 
action and occupations to defend 
jobs and workplaces. 

Steelworkers are already on short 
time working and there is limited 
time. But still time exists for the 
trade union to mobilise mass sup-
port from the working class to bring 
pressure on the Scottish govern-
ment and the remaining taskforce 
summits. Action should be linked 
with workers and the community in 
Scunthorpe. 

Save steel jobs
Campaign for socialist nationalisation

photo Paul Mattsson

“There will be mass 
unemployment if these 
plants close and the 
council’s cuts are made - no 
future as my work training 
is linked to the steel 
industry. Sturgeon and the 
other politicians better not 
abandon us.” 
An apprentice steelworker 



12-18 November 2015 theSocialist13Campaigns/Party News

Nick Chaffey
Southampton Socialist Party

Southampton council meets on 
18 November in the next round of 
council budget consultations. Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition 
(TUSC) supporters will be lobbying 
the council to defend jobs and ser-
vices and back Jeremy Corbyn’s call 
to stop cuts.

Libraries
Services currently under threat in-
clude six libraries in the city. Just 
£250,000 would keep them open 
and protect librarians’ jobs. NHS 
walk-in services in Bitterne have 
recently closed after a five-year 
long TUSC campaign. Just £120,000 
would fund the nursing staff to re-

open services there. 
While these essential services suf-

fer, Southampton council has found 
£2 million to complete its corporate 
arts centre project, now home to a 
new Nandos restaurant. 

Councillors make choices, why 
can’t we find the money for the li-
braries and walk-in services?

Over £90 million cuts have been 
carried through since 2010 in 
Southampton, devastating jobs and 
services. 

Elected in 2012, Labour has 
continued voting though Tory cuts 
and losing council seats along the 
way, while anti-cuts councillors 
Keith Morrell and Don Thomas 
have been re-elected with huge 
majorities.

The election of Jeremy Corbyn 
has boosted support for the anti-
austerity movement. He spoke in 
Southampton to close to a thousand 
people who cheered his call to end 
council cuts. 

To build support for such a stand 
TUSC is organising a Southampton 
People’s Budget conference to iden-
tify what the city needs and how we 
can fight for it.

Southampton council: 
cutterS or corbyniStaS?

A noisy and angry demonstration 
by 350 people outside Derby City 
Council offices on 4 November was 
well supported by the public. 

The demonstration was in de-
fence of school support staff who are 
threatened with proposed changes 
in pay and conditions by the Labour 
controlled council. Many staff stand 
to lose up to 25% of their pay and 
some will lose even more.

Petition
The protest was organised by Uni-
son and follows an initial well-at-
tended demonstration last month 
which was organised by the staff 
themselves, largely through Face-
book (see issue 873). An online pe-

tition has received over 5,000 signa-
tures in three weeks. 

Among the many banners on dis-
play was one which read; “Thank 
you Derby City Council for making 
us feel useless”. The cuts will badly 
affect many women and low-paid 
workers.

Derby City Council claims that 
the situation has arisen from a 
national equality pay review in 
local government and that while 
30% will suffer pay reductions, 
around half the support staff 
should see pay increases. These 
figures are disputed by the workers 
and thier trade union, Unison.

The city council is about to enter 
the second year of a severe cuts pro-

gramme of £69 million. Their excuse 
is the usual one of being forced by 
the Tory government to continue 
to carry out these brutal austerity 
measures. 

Determined
Ironically, council leader Ranjit 
Banwait pledged his vote and 
support for Jeremy Corbyn in the 
Labour leadership election at 
a Corbyn campaign meeting in 
August!

The workers are angry and 
determined, and it is time for 
Unison to organise action to fight the 
proposed cuts and privatisations.
Ian Hunter
Derby Socialist Party

Derby school support staff: fight 
against pay cuts continues

North West 1,500 1,482 99%

Southern 1,200 543 45%

South West 1,400 501 36%
Yorkshire 2,900 913 31%

Northern 600 166 28%

Wales 2,300 618 27%

East Midlands 1,600 423 26%

South East 750 152 20%

London 6,100 1,187 19%

West Midlands 2,100 350 17%

Eastern 1,200 148 12%

England and Wales 3,350 69 2%

TOTAL 25,000 6,551 26%

   £ target   £ received               October to December 2015              Deadline 5 January 2016

Socialist Party Fighting Fund

Norman Hall
South Tyne and Wear Socialist Party

An angry protest took place prior to 
the cabinet meeting of Gateshead 
Labour Council on 3 November at 
very short notice. 

On the agenda was the privati-
sation or closure of Grove House, 
a respite centre for mentally and 
physically disabled children be-
tween eight and 18 years of age, 
among the most vulnerable mem-
bers of society. 

Around 30 people, predominantly 
parents of Grove House users, made 
their opposition clear. 

There was disbelief that the La-
bour council could threaten a ser-
vice that is a lifeline for families in 
Gateshead. Parents pointed out that, 
as care of their disabled children is 
so demanding, it is only during res-
pite that they could spend quality 
time with their other children.

Outrage
Following the protest, in a BBC in-
terview council leader Mick Henry 
said: “We have a situation where 
people like those at Grove House, 
a small number of the population, 
a very, very important part of the 
population, but are actually taking 
over 50% of the budget. 

“Unfortunately, when you ask 
people they’re more concerned 
about grass cutting and street clean-
ing, and understandably so.”

Councillor Henry’s statement has 
caused outrage. It is beyond belief 
that so many people can be insulted 

in so few sentences. The disabled 
kids who are compared to grass cut-
ting and street cleaning, the fami-
lies accused of eating up 50% of the 
budget and the people of Gateshead 
as a whole.

And how much will the closure 
of Grove House save? A meagre 
£280,000, bearing in mind £45,000 
has been spent on refurb of offices 
for the council leader and cabinet.

The proposal is now under con-
sultation but no option is ever avail-
able to call on the council to refuse 
to implement cuts and use their re-
serves of £77 million to protect ser-
vices such as Grove House.

Jeremy Corbyn’s anti-austerity 
call is in danger of being under-
mined by the actions and attitudes 
of Labour councillors such as Mick 
Henry.

The fight to save Grove House is 
now on. Sign the petition online 
at: www.change.org/p/councillor-
henry-gateshead-council-leader-
save-grove-house

Fight now on to save 
disabled respite centre

Jeremy Corbyn’s anti-
austerity call is in danger 
of being undermined by 
the actions and attitudes 
of Labour councillors

Services under threat 
include six libraries. Just 
£250,000 would keep 
them open

photo Southampton SP

On the protest

* Note: figures correct prior to Socialism 2015 collection
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What we think

Right wing step up civil war in Labour Party

unions should keep independence 
to lead fight to defend corbyn

EditorialEditorial

The civil war in Labour took a further step into the 
open on 8 November when Labour’s shadow 
defence spokesperson, Maria Eagle, supported 
an outrageous attack on Jeremy Corbyn by the 
chief of the defence staff of the armed forces. 

Sir Nicholas Houghton used a Remembrance Day 
TV interview to say that Corbyn’s support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament should not be “translated into 
power”. Instead of denouncing this attack, Eagle said 
the general “was within his rights to express his doubts” 
about her party leader becoming prime minister.

This attack followed the scandalous suspension from 
Labour Party membership on 6 November of Jeremy Cor-
byn’s head of policy, Andrew Fisher. This clearly shows 
that the right-wing Blairite party machine is not only still 
intact after Jeremy’s election victory but is now moving 
to assert its control. The charge is that Fisher tweeted 
support for non-Labour candidates in the general elec-
tion, even welcoming the defeat of pro-austerity former 
shadow chancellor Ed Balls.

But the hypocrisy is striking. There has been no dis-
ciplinary action taken against Frank Field. He called for 
any right-wing MPs who might be de-selected in the fu-
ture to resign their seats, force by-elections and stand 
again as independents, in which he would support them! 
Field like some other right-wingers, ‘leant’ their votes 
to Corbyn when they arrogantly miscalculated that he 
would be routed in the leadership election.

In a similar vein, applications to join Labour have been 
refused from those who have stood as anti-cuts candi-
dates in elections. This has included former Trade Un-
ionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) candidates such as 
Kingsley Abrams, who was thrown out of the Lambeth 
council Labour group because he wouldn’t vote for cuts 
in 2011. Jeremy Corbyn and Kinglsey’s own local Labour 
MP wanted him to re-join, but he has been barred. Yet 
the Blairites welcomed the Tory MP Shaun Woodward 
not just into New Labour in 1999 with a safe seat but 
into the cabinet!

Debate
Inevitably, there must be a debate on how best to chal-
lenge the developing Blairite attack. Corbyn has to take 
on the Blairites by basing himself on those who rallied 
to support his anti-cuts message. He should reverse 
his refusal to push for mandatory re-selection of MPs 
and should go further to open up the Labour Party to 
all socialist, anti-austerity forces by voting to give the op-
portunity for parties like ourselves to affiliate, as the Co-
operative Party is now.

This debate is a live one in the unions as well and they 
must play a central role in defeating the right-wing as-
sault on Corbyn by the capitalist establishment and their 
allies in the Labour Party. 

The leadership of the FBU firefighters’ union is bringing 
a motion to re-affiliate to Labour to its special conference 
on 27 November. The FBU voted to disaffiliate in 2004 as 
a direct consequence of the national dispute on pay in 
2002-3 against Blair’s Labour government who used the 
army’s Green Goddesses to try and break the strike. The 
then FBU assistant general secretary told the conference 
that FBU strikers had been called, “criminals, wreckers, 
fascists and even worse”.

The leadership of the union argue that not to re-affili-
ate to Labour is to ‘stand on the side-lines’ of the fight to 
defend Jeremy Corbyn. But non-affiliated unions, includ-

ing the FBU, have not been ‘on the side-lines’ over the 
last six months. 

The FBU was one of the first unions to come out in 
support of Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership bid. Moreover, 
they donated £5,000 to Jeremy’s campaign fund, with 
only four unions giving more. In fact, the second biggest 
donor was another non-affiliated union, the RMT trans-
port workers’ union, one of the core constituent organi-
sations of TUSC. And when Jeremy stood on the FBU’s 
fire engine outside the monster election rally in Camden 
to address those who couldn’t get in the venue, he didn’t 
ask if the FBU were affiliated!

Like many FBU members, we believe that while this de-
bate is legitimate, to vote on re-affiliation at this moment 
is premature. The conference should instead be launch-
ing a thorough consultation at all levels of the union that 
should report to the annual conference next May. This 
should be used to draw up a list of demands that can 
be put to the Labour leadership to extract an absolute 
commitment to refuse to implement the cuts alongside a 
democratic transformation of Labour. 

We think that this should include convincing Corbyn to 
reverse his refusal to support the mandatory reselection 
of MPs on the mistaken premise of trying to placate the 

Blairites. It is clear from the latest attacks that, reflecting 
the interests of Britain’s capitalist establishment, they 
will not be reconciled to Jeremy’s leadership. 

But democratisation should go further and needs to 
be connected to fighting the cuts. Labour needs to return 
to the past position when councillors were accountable 
to local Labour Party members, who through borough 
or district party committees, decided the council elec-
tions manifesto. Now we have an unaccountable caste 
of councillors, who are generously paid if they are in the 
cabinet. No wonder only a handful have voted against 
implementing Tory cuts.

This is a concrete issue for FBU members, who have 
already faced 7,000 job losses in the fire service since 
2010. In Leicestershire, some Labour councillors hold-
ing the deciding vote on the fire authority, have signalled 
their intention to support further brutal cuts. Just days 
before the special conference, the union is lobbying the 
Labour-led West Midlands Fire Authority because they 
are voting for cuts. 

Isn’t it better to have this negotiation with the Labour 
leadership before affiliating? Afterwards, it will be far 
more difficult given the anti-union constitutional set-up 
that has been inherited by Corbyn and the limited role 
that the FBU will be able to play given its size. 

Which Labour?
In a similar vein, by affiliating, the FBU’s fee - which could 
be over £50,000 a year - would go to the same party 
machine that is now acting against Andrew Fisher and 
is debarring anti-austerity applicants. In fact, it would 
be easier for unions such as the FBU and RMT to en-
sure that their money goes directly to ‘Jeremy Corbyn’s 
Labour Party’ - as opposed to ‘Austerity Labour’ - by not 
affiliating. They could finance organisers from Corbyn’s 
office or, for example, convene a conference of those La-
bour councillors on fire authorities who do want to resist 
the new round of cuts. 

They could also continue to give financial support to 
MPs and councillors that support Jeremy’s anti-auster-
ity policies. In the general election the RMT donated 
£10,000 from its national political fund to TUSC candi-
dates (and £7,000 to the Green MP Caroline Lucas), but 
also donated £93,000 to Labour candidates who had 
declared support for the union’s policies.

At this stage, the FBU should maintain its ability to act 
independently to support the anti-austerity struggle in-
side and outside Labour. This is in effect what the leader-
ship is proposing it does in Scotland by not affiliating its 
Scottish members because of the anger that still exists 
to Labour after its role in the ‘No - Better Together’ alli-
ance with the Tories and Lib Dems in the independence 
referendum.

It’s not clear if this would be allowed within Labour. 
It certainly would cause a crisis if the FBU in Scotland 
wanted to support non-Labour candidates - the reason 
for the expulsion of the RMT in 2004.

The almost daily attacks on Corbyn show how serious the 
threat to his position is.  What is urgently needed is a ‘coun-
cil of war’. This should include left wing-led unions like the 
FBU, the RMT, the PCS and others, along with serious so-
cialist organisations inside and outside Labour. It must dis-
cuss how a real campaign could be mounted to take on the 
Blairites in the Parliamentary Labour Party and the councils 
and transform Labour into a real anti-austerity party.

What is urgently needed is a council 
of war. It should include left wing-
led unions, along with serious 
organisations inside and outside Labour

Corbyn has 
to take 
on the 
Blairites 
by basing 
himself on 
those who 
rallied to 
support his 
anti-cuts 
message 

FBU members have fought against job cuts and 
station closures photo Suzanne Beishon

Jeremy Corbyn (left) and Matt Wrack, FBU general secretary 
(second left), at Durham Miners’ Gala photo Paul Mattsson

PUBliC serviCes 
 �No to ALL cuts in jobs, public 

services and benefits. Defend our 
pensions. 

 �No to privatisation and the Private 
Finance Initiative (PFI). Renationalise 
all privatised utilities and services, 
with compensation paid only on the 
basis of proven need.

 �Fully fund all services and run them 
under accountable, democratic com-
mittees that include representatives 
of service workers and users.

 �Free, publicly run, good quality 
education, available to all at any age. 
Abolish university tuition fees now 
and introduce a living grant. No to 
academies and ‘free schools’!

 �A socialist NHS to provide for every-
one’s health needs – free at the point 
of use and under democratic control. 
Kick out private contractors!

 �Keep council housing publicly 
owned. For a massive building pro-
gramme of publicly owned housing, on 
an environmentally sustainable basis, 
to provide good quality homes with 
low rents. 

Work anD inCoMe
 �Trade union struggle to increase 

the minimum wage to £10 an hour 
without exemptions as an immediate 
step towards a real living wage. For an 
annual increase in the minimum wage 
linked to average earnings.

 �All workers, including part-timers, 
temps, casual and migrant workers 
to have trade union rates of pay, 
employment protection, and sickness 
and holiday rights from day one of 
employment. 

 �An immediate 50% increase in the 
state retirement pension, as a step 
towards a living pension. 

 �Reject ‘workfare’. For the right to 
decent benefits, education, training, 
or a job, without compulsion. 

 �Scrap the anti-trade union laws! For 
fighting trade unions, democratically 
controlled by their members.  Full-time 
union officials to be regularly elected 
and receive no more than a worker’s 
wage. Support the National Shop 
Stewards Network. 

 �A maximum 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay. 

environMent
 �Major research and investment into 

replacing fossil fuels with renewable 
energy and into ending the problems 
of early obsolescence and un-recycled 
waste. 

 �Public ownership of the energy 
generating industries. No to nuclear 
power. No to Trident.

 �A democratically planned, low-fare, 
publicly owned transport system, as 
part of an overall plan against envi-
ronmental pollution.

riGhts
 �Oppose discrimination on the 

grounds of race, gender, disability, 
sexuality, age, and all other forms of 
prejudice.

 �Repeal all laws that trample over 
civil liberties. For the right to protest! 
End police harassment.

 �Defend abortion rights. For a 
woman’s right to choose when and 
whether to have children.

 �For the right to asylum. No to racist 
immigration laws.

neW Mass Workers’ Party 
 �For a new mass workers’ party 

drawing together workers, young 
people and activists from workplace, 
community, environmental and anti-
war campaigns, to provide a fighting, 
political alternative to the pro-big 
business parties. Support the Trade 
Unionist and Socialist Coalition as an 
important step towards this.

soCialisM anD internationalisM
 �No to imperialist wars and 

occupations. 
 �Tax the super-rich! For a socialist 

government to take into public own-
ership the top 150 companies and 
the banking system that dominate 
the British economy, and run them 
under democratic working class 
control and management. Compensa-
tion to be paid only on the basis of 
proven need.

 �A democratic socialist plan of 
production based on the interests of 
the overwhelming majority of people, 
and in a way that safeguards the 
environment.

 �No to the bosses’ neoliberal Eu-
ropean Union! For a socialist Europe 
and a socialist world!

Join the fightback! 
Join the Socialists!
www.socialistparty.org.uk           02089888777

/CWISocialistParty@Socialist_party Text 07761 818206

What we stand for

The Socialist Party fights for socialism – a democratic society run for the 
needs of all and not the profits of a few. We also oppose every cut, fighting in 
our day-to-day campaigning for every possible improvement for working class 
people. the organised working class has the potential power to stop the cuts 
and transform society.
as capitalism dominates the globe, the struggle for genuine socialism must 
be international. 
the socialist Party is part of the Committee for a Workers’ international 
(CWi), a socialist international that organises in over 40 countries.  

our demands include:



£1/£2 

Issue 878
12-18 November 2015

www.socialistparty.org.ukSocialistthe
solidarity 
price

Laurel Fogerty
Socialist Party south west London

Following an electrifying and his-
toric campaign Kshama Sawant, 
Seattle’s first socialist city council 
member, was re-elected on 3 No-
vember. She campaigned on bold 

socialist policies - tackling wage theft, enforc-
ing rent controls, providing emergency hous-
ing for the homeless, and using a ‘million-
aires tax’ to fund stretched public services.

This unwavering focus on key issues that 
affect ordinary people secured her re-elec-

tion with 55.5% of the vote. 
With no big business backers, her cam-

paign was funded by small donations from 
the public totalling nearly $500,000, with 
a median donation of just $50 (£33). This 
stood in stark contrast to her Democratic 
Party rival whose campaign was backed by 
slum landlords, business moguls and even 
Republican donors. 

Support for Kshama was galvanised by 
the success of her first year in office. Just six 
months after her election in 2013, Kshama 
and a mass movement of working class 
people pushed Seattle City Council to pass 
an historic $15 an hour minimum wage 

throughout the city. This measure is expect-
ed to pull some 100,000 low-paid workers 
out of poverty and add $2.5 billion to their 
pay packets over the next ten years. 

On the council, Kshama refused to accept 
budgets that cut or underfunded vital public 
services. Instead she demanded a ‘people’s 
budget’ that prioritised working class needs. 

This same strategy was used by Mili-
tant-supporting socialist councillors in 
the 1980s who proposed ‘needs budg-
ets’ in opposition to Margaret Thatcher’s 
swingeing cuts. And this tactic, applied to 
councils across the UK, will be vital if Jer-
emy Corbyn’s Labour Party is to succeed 

in opposing Tory austerity. 
The victory of Sawant and Socialist Alter-

native (co-thinkers of the Socialist Party) in 
Seattle shows that these tactics can win. An 
unwavering socialist programme focused 
on the needs of the working class can po-
liticise young workers, energise volunteers 
and voters, and spark 
mass movements that 
can win real victories 
for ordinary people.

Kshama statement 
and campaign report 
- pages 4&5

SocialiSt 
policieS 

get 
reSultS!

Seattle councillor Kshama Sawant re-elected
photo Alex Garland
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